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Psalm CXLIV- Verfe xv. 

Happy is that People that is in 
juch a Cafe: Tea^ Happy is 
that People who/e God is the 
Lord. 



AMONGST the various Thoughts thatprcfent 
themfdves to our Minds, none are more agree- 
able than tbofc, which relate to our owo Ha^ 
finefs. There's a particular Satisfadion that attends 
both a Review of Bleflings rtcti^d^ and a Contrivance 
for thofe we vDMt \ and this, befides the Pleafure of \x^ 
Providence invites us to this Merning. 'Twas not long 
iince, that God was pleafed to beftow a fignal BlelEng 
on this Kingdom on this Day : He then by a kind Hand 
led to our Throne, one -xho has prov'd a Nnrfing Mother 
to us her Subjeds : And how can we better begiii this 
joyful Day, than by confidcring the publick Mercies wc 
fhare in, and what is further neceflary to make us a hsiffy 
Nation ? 

THIS Pradice we have an encouraging Example of 
before us \ for David^ the facred Penman of this Pfalm^ 
haying gratefully remembrcd the Favours he and his 
People bad received, and reckoned up, and pray'd for 
whgt he^ ftill defir*d, in my Text (according to our 
TranQation) he anticipated their Happin^fs when his 
Requefts fliould be granted : fJappy is that PeopU that is 
in Jnch a Cafe. 
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IN treating of thcfc Words, I fhall not confine my 
fdfto tht State of IfrMel^ to which they particohrly re- 
fer ^ but fl»U beg leave to obferve this Method. 

L T O Ihew you what Things arc required to make a 
Nation or People happy. 

II. HOW we may obtain and prolong thcfe BleA 
lings. And 

III. THEN cpnclude with fbme fuitable Refledions 
on the whole. 

; I, I Ihall mention to you the Tilings that are required 
to make a People happy, 

I ft. ONE Thing required, is good Government, a 
Freedom from Licemiohfnefs on one Hand, and Abfolnu 
Monarchy bn t'other. 

/i* H E Beauty of the vifible World confifts much in 
the wife Dilproportion of its Parts. To fee an humble 
Valley, and then a tall Mountain, at once overlooking 
and defending it, is a very pleafing Profpeft. And one 
of the greateft Ornaments to a Kingdom, is a proper 
Diftindion in its Members : For a Body to be without a 
Head, or with one that overloads and opprciTes it, is 
eqyaHy monftrous : And for a People to be without a 
Cover nour, or with one left to his own Rage and Fury, 
is equally grievous. Should jinarchy obtain amongft us, 
iras every one to be his own Judge and Lawgiver, we 
Ihould run into endlefs Confufions \ there would be no 
Safety or Security, but as 'tis amongft the Inhabitants 
of the Forreft, the Weak muft fall a Prey to the Strong, 
and the Meek and Innocent to the more Cruel and Dtn, 
vouring. Wgs an unlimited Monarch advanced to our 
Throne, one that was neither circumfcribed by Law 
himfelf, nor gave any but bis Will to his People, he may 
at plc^furc aft the Tyrant^ and we muft fubpiit like tasne 
Slaves : Nothing wo poflelt cotold be calVd our own ; 
tUis arbitrary ATr^j, ^s the Prophet exprefles it, i Sam. 8. 
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Might take owr Sons^ 4ind afptfint them fw himfelj^ ear 
Vaaghttrs to ht ConfeStiondries^ our Fields^ Mnd P^noyardf^ 
and Olive^yardsj even the befi of themj and give them 
to his Servants*^ our Men^Servnnts and Maid-Servants^ 
and goodliest young Men and j^jfes^ and put them to his 
Worky and we^Jheuld be his Servants. Then WC (hould 

have no Incouragcment for Increafe or Improvement ; 
for when we had lain in our beft Providons, fhoiild this 
Lyongvafp it in his Paw, like the meaner Herd we mult 
fly and leave it : ThcR w€ Ihould have no Liberty or 
Freedom left, but fhould be forced to fubmit to any 
Chains by which he (hould confine or load us. To be 
plac'd therefore between thcfe two Extremes, muR be 
fafeft and molt delirable. To befwayM by a meafured 
Scepter ^ to fil beneath a fixed and yet fufficiently exalt« 

ed Throne^ muft be neccflary to the Happimfs of a People. 

idly. Another Thing required to make a People hap'^ 
py^ is the pure Religion and Worfhip of God. 

Let a Nation be cloathed with all the Charms of 
Wealth and Greatnefs j if it has nothing elfe to recom^- 
mend it, 'twill make but a poor and mean Figure. 
There's fbmething to be regarded by Mankind, belidcs 
the external Ornament : The rational World muft be 
judg'd, not ft) much by outward Appearance, as the in- 
ternal Furniture and Accompli(hment. Men have Souls 
as well as Bodies^ and unleis they are handfomly adorn* 
cd, they have but little, very little, to boaft of. As 
long as Ignorance, Superftition, or Idolatry cloud a Na-*. 
tion, in vain docs the Sun of Profperity (hine upon it. 
'Tis not a grand Alliance, a brisk Trade, or Security 
from Enemies, that can eftablifli the Happinefs of 4 
Kingdom : The Safety and Felicity of Societies, is ow- 
ing to (?<?J alone ; All the Mercies that fall on any part 
of the World, acedropt from Heaven j and tho' they are 
ibmctimes, yet they arc not ufually rain'd indifferently 
on any Soil: But ^7^^, likea wife Husbandman, fcatters 
his Favours mofi on that (Jround that produces heft-. If 
we trace the Footfteps of Antiquity, look into either fa* 
p-ed or propbane Hiftory, we fhall find, that our Hea^ 
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. vitdyPMibiT has been very different in his Carriage to 
his Children : The Pervcrfe and Stubborn have been fe- 
vercly chaftifcd, whereas ■ the Dutiful and Obedient 
have been chcrifhcd, rewarded, and encouraged. Whca 
the IfraeliteSy God s peculiar People^ went aftray from 
their Fold ; Go<^ their Shepherd, departed from them, 
fb^ed them ta. fall a Prey to fuch as worried and de- 
voured them : Btit as foon as ever they difcovered their. 
Wanderings, and were willing to teturn to their ancient 

{*aftnre, he gladly received them, and willingly fed and 
ed them again. When they turned not afide fr$m follow^ 
iffg the Lord^ but fervedhim with all their Hearts^ he for his 
great Name^s Sake^ nujuld not for/ake them ; But i[ they did 
wickedly^ they and their King were to be confumed, 

I Sam. 12. latter part of that Chapter. Solornonh Re- 
mark is continually verify'd. That tho' Sin is a Reproach 
to any People^ Righteeufnefs exalteth a Nation^ Prov. 14. 34. 

In God's Church, as well as in his Temple of old, his 
Glory may be feen. Where the jirk is lodged, the Peo- 
ple, like Obededom^ are generally bkfled. They who 
rightly bow at the Footfiool^ are mercifully regarded 
from the Throne : They who embrace God's Revelati- 
ons, honour his Inftitutions, follow Jiis Direftions, 
add. no thing to, nor diminifh from his prcfcribed Wor-i. 
Ihip ; thofe arc particularly and fignally ^oved and fa- 
voured : Whereas they who rcjefl: thofe Difcoveries he 
has made, and thofe Rules he has given \ or, if they 
receive them, are not content with their Plainnefs, but 
multadornorcompleat them by their own Inventions, 
^furely fuch refledi on the Wlfdom^ queftion the AUrcy^ 
and ufurp the Government of God, and (hall one time or 
other be remarkably punifhed. Therefore the true, the 
pure Religion, is abfolutely ncccflary to the Happincfi 
of a People. 

3dly. ANOTHER Thing required to make a Peo- 
ple happy, is Liberty of Conjcience in religious Matters. 

AS there's a vaft Variety in the material World, <b 

is there in the World of Spirits. Men fcarcc differ 

more in their Statnre and Complexion^ than they do ir^ 

r their 
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tMtjMikment and ^frehenfarr. Our Souls, whilft ia 
thefe frau Tabernacles, are^uch influen'd by their dif- 
fercDt Make and Compofition : Our Bodies are the In- . 
itniments by which onr Souls at prefent ad, and accord* 
iflg to their Fitnefs for Service, are all our fpiricual Ope* 
rations. As Men differ in their bodily Tempers and 
Conftitutions -, fo do they in their mental Powers and 
Capacities : As one Man's Eye may be clearer, or his 
Arm ftronger than anethers ; fo one Man's Underftand- 
ing may be brighter, and his Reafon quicker than his 
Brothers : And becaufe our Faculties are thus different, 
our Opinions mulb neceflarily be fo. Our Thoughts of 
an things in the World are the moft free and ungovern- 
able : . Like the Waves of the Sea, they can be bH3und^ 
by none but the Almighty. We may as eafily warp all 
our Bodies into the lame Form^ as give each of^our 
Minds the very fame Tur^. Tho' the Vmty of the Spirit 
may be kept by the Bond of Fence and Love^ it can't by 
an exad Parity or Refemblance: To endeavour this, 
as 'tis no where required, fb 'twould be no way profi- 
table, but extremely injurious. Among the Spheres 
abov^ there's an exaft Order and Harmony, '»nd yet 
they have different Courfes, different Qiialitics, and 
different Proportions ^ and to alter this, would in pro« 
bability damage, if not ruin the World* In our Bodies 
there are different Members and Organs, and to force 
the Shape of either, would not only lefTcn their Beauty, 
and unfit them for uie, but alfo incommode the whole 
Compofition. Thus in the Body Politick^ (hould all of dif* 
ferent Powers and Inclinations, be bent by Violence the 
lame way, 'twould create much llneaflnefs : Should any 
way of \A^orlhip be rigoroufly impofed on us, there be- 
ing fuch different Abilities, 'twould be a Yoke which (as 
our Fathers could not,ib) we fhould not be able to bear : 
Should we be forc'd within the Limits of any particular 
Opinion, the Space would be too narrow to contain us ' 
all. Not only iome would lofe that Freedom, to which, 
if to any thing they have a Right ^ but all, the' not 
with an equal Senfe, muft (hare in the Smart : The 

whole 
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whole Society mufl: be weakened and infeebled; and 
therefore that Liberty wl\ich prevents this Diforder, 
'. is a' neceflary, and God grant it may be a lafting 
BiefTing. 

4htly. ANOTHER Requifite to the ffappwefs of a 
Pe4ple^ is Peace and Union. 

AS there is nothing more weakens, or fboner de- 
ftroys a Man, than internal Paht and Diforder*^ fo there 
is nothing fooner ruins a State than Difcordani Divijwn. 
Let a People be ever i6 fecurely guarded againft foreign 
Invalion, if Rebellion fpread and flourifh, they can't 
long maintain themfelves. If an Enemy is at a Diftanctj 
we may provide againft him, and know how jto refift his 
vifible Approaches : But if there^s one Latent In our 
own H^ufe^ we are unacquainted with our Danger, and 
our Prefervation mnft be very difficult* Dlvidey & im-^ 
fera^ has been an experienced and fuccefsful Maxim in 
Politicks. Sideing and Parties in Kingdoms, is the 
common Foundation of Plots and Treafons, and the 
Door by which their Deftrndion lafually enters. A too 
great Heat but in one fart of a Nation, may, if not 
timely allay'd, breed a Fever vntht whole. When the 
Nourilhment is ingrofled by any of the Joynts, tho' they 
way grow bulky,, the Parts whibh feel its want, will 
gradually decay, and fo the whole Body be extremely 
Injur'd. As there jire no Quarrels more hot and dan- 
gerous than thofc among natural Br^rtiren ; £o there arc 
no Jars or Contentions more fatal and deftrudive, than 
thofe among civil mes. The common Lot^of thofc that , 
bite and devour one another^ is that cautioned againft hy ^ 
SuPaul^ GaL 5. 15. to be con/nmed one of another. But 

when Peace and Union dwell in a Kingdom, they give 
Eafeand Satisfadion to all that belong to it : Like Mu* 
iick, tb^y chear and enliven all within their Influences: 

Behold horogood and howpleafant it isj for Brethren to ' dwell 
together in Vnity ; like freciou6 Ointment upon the Heady it 

drops a Fragrancy on every Skirt in onr Garments i or as 
Dew on the Mount ains^ it caufes every Blade to fpring 
and flourifli, Pfal. 133. This is as Cement ^ which keeps 

every 



e^trj Stone in the Bnilding in Its proper Place, ;ind 
Che whole Fabrick from falling afnnder: It's not 
onljr the Beauty, but the Strength and Security of a 
Nation : When our ioterefts. Hearts, and Hands, are 

{oyaed, like a threefold Cord, we (hall not be eafily bro- 
:en. It's therefore highly neceflary to the Happineis of 
any People. 

5thly. ANOTHER Thing neceflary to a People's 
Happineis, is a wholfome Air, and ftrong healthy Con« 
ftitutions. 

H £ A LT H, this, like Salt, gives a Reliih to all our 
other Comforts : Without this, the moflr charming 
Sounds, the nobleft Sights, and the fweetell Draughts, 
are naufeons and ofTenfive : Without this, the adiveft 
Spirits flag, the brarell Hero ftoops, and the ftrongeft 
H^nd trembles. Sicknels is like Poilbn to the human 
/ Nature ; it either fpeedily deftroys Pcrfons, or rerxlers 
them, during its Operation, dull and ufelefs. Let a 
Difeafe enter the moil flourifliing and bed order'd Fa- 
mily, whatConfuiion, what Diltradion will'^it make? 
Let a raging Dlftemper fpread thro' an Army, the ftout-* 
ell Army, it will cool their Courngey weaken their Povm 
ersj and make them an eaiy Prey to thofe they would 
conquer. And the &me Effeds has Sicknefs in a Coun- 
try or Kingdom ^ it will Iboi> humble its Pride and (bain 
iiiClory. Tho' the Soil ihould be ever fb produdive, 
and its Fruit ever fb delicious -, if the Stomach fhould be 
weak, and Nature feeble, what would all fignify ? Tho* 
the People (hould be numerous as the Sands, would they 
not, like the Shtchemites^ when for e^ be an eafy Prey to 
foch as Ihould invade them ? Or might not their own 
Difeafes ibon leflen their Numbers, and weaken their 
ftcble Force? But when a People have, a pore and 
ffee Air, robuft and manly Conftitutions -, they can 
tafte the Sweets of their Country, they can bear the In- 
fluence of different Seafons ^ they will multiply and in- 

Creale ; their Qniver will he full of Arr&ws^ they wiB not bi 
afhdmed^ but be able to Jpeak with the Enemy in thi Gate* 

This therefore is neceflary to make them happy. 
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6thlf. ANOTHER Thing required^ is Plenty of 
all neceflary Proviiions; 

•IIS not prcfcnt Strength or Number that can fecure 
or five a People : Thefe, without fome neceflary Sup- 
ports^ will quickly lofc all thpir Glory and Fervour. 
Let a befi^ed Town be ever fo ftrongly fortified, or yiga- 
roufly defended ^ if Ammunition and Provifioas fail, it 
muft loon heat a Surrender : Let a People be ever fo 
ij^eadingatprefent, if neceflary Nourifliment is denied, 
as in a 1 ree, the leaves will drop off^ and the Branches 
wither : But if Plenty in numerous Heaps appear in a 
Kingdom i if Trade and Commerce flottrifli, and Money, 
the Blood of the 5^^ Politick^ circulates briskly, it will 
put on a good Face, be filled with Courage, be able, 
like fome little adive Men, to contend with thofe that 
' iD.Bulk far exceed it : This will give eafe to the SubjeS^ 
and Satisfadion and Glory to the Sovereign : 'Twill fit 
ibc Footllool to fupport the Throne^ and the Throne 
the better to defend the Footjiool : This will purchafe the 
Afliftance of Neighbours^ gain the Credit and Efteem of 
foreigners^ incourage Induftry, increale Inhabitants i 
like Money at life, 'twill yearly augment the Riches, 
and add to the Stores of a Natbn ^ and therefore mufl: 
be neceflary to give Happinefs. ' 

7thly and laftly* ANOTHER Requifitc to the Huf- 
fincfs of a People^ is Safety from Enemies at home, and 
Succefs and Vidory over them abroad. 

T H E R E's fcarce a People (how inofienfive foever J 
that can be fo happy as to be free from the Infults of all 
around them. War was the Lot of God's ancient Heri^ 
tdge^ fo 'tis frequently of his prefent Church. The wild 
KoMfis of the forreft^ if not oppofed, will break in and 
tread down the Plneyard 6i the Lord. Kingdoms, like 
beaibs or Fiflies to one another, if not on their Guard, 
may bp made the Prey ot other Kingdoms. A law.fbl 
War is fometimes to be preferred to Peace and Quiet 9 
and when 'tis ingaged in,* fcarce any thing will affe& the 
People more than the Snccefs of it. 

IF 



IF Annies and Navies, the Strength and Bulveark of 
»lQagdom^ are rovted and confounded, it mnft yield it 
felf to be rifled, enflaved, or deftrojed; or if it (hould 
be able to recruit and repair again, it muft weaken one 

Sirt or other. If Men, which are as the Spirits of a 
ation, are drawn forth into the Field, the Heart will 
foon feel them wanting, and grow cold and languid. 
Tho' a Man after fereral Bleedings may reuin his G)U- 
rage and Chearfulneis ; yet he has loft much Strength, 
and after a few more, muft complain. Tho* a People 
by a Laih or two, may only be the mor^ roufed and 
quickened ; yet after a few gootl Beatings^ they will be 
hambled, if not quite difabled* The Reverfe of this 
therefore, Succefs andVidory, is necellary to make 
tiiem happy. 

II. I AM next to (hew how we may obtain or pro« 
kmg thefe Blelfings, which are neceflfary to make us a 
happy People. 

IN the general, we Ihould ftrlve far the Prefence 
and Airin:ance of God with us, and be exaft and regu^ 
lar in onr Carriage to each other. 

itk. If we would be a happy People, we muft ftrive 
for the Prefence and Affiftance of God with us. 

TH IS is that Fount ain whence all our Streams of na-» 
tional as well as prirate Comfort flow: This is iht gltri^ 
^m Shu that niuft make our Country thrive and flourifli, 

Mn4 bleffed^ thrice bleffid is the If ation whofe God is the 

Lard^ PfaL 33. 12. Or in the Words following my Text, 
HMwy is that People whofe God is.the Lord. None can van- 
^uiln us when in Alliance with him, or conquer when he 
IS our Second. Let us therefore chiefly endeavour to 
get him on our fide : Let us do any thing that may eain 
us bis Favour and Aid ; particularly let us perform 
thefe three things which are necefTary thereto. 

B J I. HUM- 



I. HUMBLE our felvcs for our paft Sins. 

2.CAREFULLY obferve bis Statutes and Ordir 
nances for the future. 

3. AND often earneftly intreat his Prefence and 
&lcffing. 

I. IF wc would^ gain God's Prefence and Al&fiance, 
let us humble our (elves for our paf( Sins. 

T H O' we have many excellent Laws to check and re-^ 
ftrainSin^ tho' we have ^Queen^ who ftrives by Ex- 
ample and Proclamation to put them in execution $ tho' 
the Light of thi Oojfcl ihines upon us with a more than 
i^mmon Brightnefs; yet when! alafs! when was Vice 
more rampant than in our Days ? Among the many 
that cry Lard^ Lord^ l\ow few, how very few, are there 
that do the Will of our Father which is in Heaven f Where, 

O ! where is that Zeal for God I that Concern for ReU^ 
lion ! that Care of Life and Convetfation! that was once 
found, and that ought t6 be in all the Profeffbrs of Cbri* 
fiianity f Godlineft is almofb grown out of falhion, and 
Prophanenefs by too many thought handfome and mo- 

diQl* jih finfal Nation^ a People laden with Iniquity^ a 
Seed of evil Doers j Children that are Corrufters : We have 
forfaken the Lordj we have provoked the Holy Qne of Jfrael 
Hnto Anger ^ we are gone away backward^ ifa. i , 4. How 
long has Pride rid triumphant in our Streets ? How 
many are there that tofs the fecred Name of God on 
f heir impious Tongues, en every or no Qccafion ? How 
compon is it to fee the Drunkard lie wallowing with 
thc^wine in his Filth and Naftinefs } What a generjil 
Contempt is there of lacred Things ? ^How have th^ 
jgreat Adyfteries of our Religion been ridicurd and ban- 
tered, and all the Means of Grace flighted and defpifed ? 
What a Spirit of Malice and Envy has there been lately 
(i ifcovered amongft us ? What Mobs and Tumults have 
ther$ bfeq rals'd by thofe who pretend not to refift or 



difobey? What Cruelty, what Bloodlhed has there 
becii committed by fueh ^ would be thought the molt 
peaceable Subjeds in the World ? How eager have we 
been to pull down each others Houfes, dafli out each 
others Brains ? Is this agreeable to the Example of a 
^ ineek7f/^, the Pradice.of the primitive Chrifiians, or 
the Rules of the Gofpel of Peace ? Is this afting like 
Men, like Country-Men, like Neighbours and Brethren? 
Could Bears or Wolves do worfe f jind will not tht 

Lord vifit as for thefe things f Shall not his Soul he aven^A 

on/Hch a Nation as this! Jer. 5. 9. He is a Holy God^ ht 

mi by no means clear the Guilty^ Exod. 34. 7. Or look om 

JmcjHity^ Hab. i. 13. The Nation and Kingdom that wiA 

m ferve him^ JhaU perijh^ yea^ thofe Natiwsjhall be utterly 

VM^edf lia. 60. 12. Therefore while we continue in our 

Sins, can we reafonably exped God^$ Prefence and BleC- 

liag? Surely no: But if we will- humble our felves^ 

aod heartily repent, we confidently may. Our Father 

is willing to receive and embrace returning relenting 

Prodigals. When Ephraim began to bemoan himfelf^ 

when he turned and repented^ when he ^asinfiruBed and 

fmote on hisThigh^ when he wa^ ajhamed^ yea^ even con^ 

foapdidj becaufe he did bear the Reproach of his Toath \ hear 

how God comraiferates him : . Js Ephraim my dear Son ? 

If he a pleafant Child f For Jtnce J [pake againfi him^ I do 
oamefily remember him fiii : Therefore m^ Bowels are tron^ 
bled for him ; / wilt farely have Mercy upon him^ Jer. 31, 
X 8, 19, 20. And at whatjoever Injhant God JhaU /peak con* 
aernif^ a Nation^ or concerning a Kingdom^ to pluck upy and 
to fui dffwn^ and to defiroy it : If that Nation againfi whom 
ho has pronounced^ turn from their Evilj he wiB repent of th$ 
Evil that he thought to do unto them^ Jer. 1 8. 7, 8. As vile 
and provoking therefore as we have been, if we will 
humble our felves, vye may hope that God will yet mer- 
cifully regard us. O come then ! let us link, link into 
the very Duft, before our God\ let a fhameful Blufh 
now cover our Faces j let the Thought of what we have 
done, what wf have deferved, ftrike us deep*, Let Ri- 

■^ vers 



s in good Government, and a uu«* w ^ 

cy. Peace and Union, as well as Health and Plenty^ 

/ and Vidory ^ and thefe depend much on our own 

pers and Behaviour. Let's not then be wanting to 

elves, let's not wilfully withftand our Common 

d, but with one Confent obferve whatever is nccef^ 

to the Prolperity of our beloved Country, particu- 

y thefe three things which are evidently of that 

mber. 

1. C O N F I N E our felves to the Bufinefs of our 
rticular Stations. ' 

2. B A N I S H all Malice and Hatred, and embrace 
ich other with a hearty A fled ion. 

3. A N D do good to all according to ourCapaclty. 

1. Let us confine our felves to the Bullnefs of our par« 
cular Stations. 

T H O' we are all fixed in the fame Firmament^ yet 
e have different Sfheres^ fome higher and fome lower 
) move in -, the Body Politick as well as the Body Na- 
iral has different Members, and each Member is aflign-* 
I its particular Office, and ought to keep to it: 
lould the Ihining Orbs above grow eccentrical in their 
[otions» they'd fpoil the Beauty and break the Harmony 
: the Uhiverfe, and dafh againll and dcftroy each other : 
lould the Members otthc Body ufurp each others Of- 
:e i fhould the Ear pretend to fee, and the Eyes to 
;ar J fhould we ftrive to walk on onr Hands or Head, 
• contrive and work with our Feet, would not the 
ght be monflrous, the Pain great, the Loft very con- 
ierable ? So in the Body TolttUk \ Shoiald untempcr'd 
eal^ foolifh Curiofity^ or Pr/^fe and Jmbition put Men on 
ch Undertakings as they were never qualify'd for, or 
lied to by Providence \ inftead of ferving the Interefl*, 
ley'd indanger the Satety, and interrupt the Happinefs 
the whole Society. Of the Truth of this, we have. 
o notorious an Inftance frefh in our Memories : By ^ 

what 
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wbt were the hte Riots and Tviiraltf, end all theon^ 
paralelled Violences aiidConfdfionsortheIaftYekirc(f« 
caOon'd, but a fiery ZesUts medling out of his propei* 
Bufinefs ? As we Value therefore the profperity of our 
CooQtry, let ns for the future keep wirhia our rcrpcftive 
StatioQS i let us leave the Cjovernment to thofe that ar<i 
to Govern*, filently and contentedly permit the QMeem 
to choofi her own Miftiftrrs^ and the Pdrtidmem our Re« 
prcienutives, to £nad fuch Laws as they Judge moft for 
oor Security and Advantage : Let*$ not ramble out of 
•ur Way, and juftleand difturb others, but let each of 
us content himleU in the Place God has put him ^ and 
without further concern, quietly, booellly and induftri* 
oQlly follow that Work God has fet him, which is the 
heft way of advantaging the Pnblick, and the only fafti 
Coorfe topromote the Common Welfare. 

a. L£T us banilh all Malice and Hatred, smd em'* 
brace each other with a hearty Affedion. 

W H AT can be more painful or dangerous to a ffodf^^ 

to a Houfliold, to any Society, than to have one Mem<* 

her difregarding or offending the other ? But what 

Beauty and Adtantage is there in lx>ve and Peace In Ta^ 

milies or Kingdoms ? If we Uve inJfedce^ the God ef Lev4 

Md fesce ptMll hi wUh «d, 2 Cor. 1 3. 1 1 . If we dwrS vic^ 

therimVmty^ the LerdwettcetnmMnd his BlejRngen m^ 4veH 

Ltfe far evermore^ PlaL 1 33. Let us therefore now purge 

9II Malice and Envy out of our Breafts. and caft all 

Names aad Titles of Diftindion out ot our Mouths^ 

?Tts true, we diHer in our Ofmetts in fome things 7; but 

ftotild we therefore divide in Afedien t Has not there 

been difierrot Perfwafionsamong the wifeft and beft Mei| 

tS all Ages? Have I any more Reafon to quarrel with 

toother for his particular Sentiment, after his beft 

Endeavours to inform himfelf, than he hath with me for 

nine? Has he not a Right, is he not commanded td 

jadge for himfelf ? Is he not bound to obferve tnc Di^ 

Aate of his 0W9 Confcience ? And does he not fin \ and 

ftUl he not iomer for it to a more awful Bar U he does 

C not? 
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not ? HaD*t we alLdifferent Capacities and difltrent rm* 
provements ? Arrwe angry ^ith one another for having 
dificrcnt Complexions, different Features, and different 
Shapes? And is it not as little in our Power to fafhion the 
Mind, as to mould the Body ? Do we not agree in more 
Things than we difTer? Are we not one wyRical Body? 

ffave vpe not one Spirit^ ene fJope^ one Lord^one Fatthj ofie Baf'^ 
tijin^ one God and Father of HS aH^ wh9 is above aH^ and thro* 

, #4^ and in hs aH? Eph. 4. 4, 5, 6. Have we not the fame 
i^een^ the fame Country^ the lame Laws^ and one com- 
mon Interefi ? Does God make any Diftinftion upon the 
Account of Opinioii? Has not Chrlfi dy'd for all ? Does 
pot God ftower his Mercies on all ? Is there not much 
Learaing, much Ingenuity, much V^ealth and Richer 
ariiong Men of every fober Perfwafion ? Shall we theri 
envy arid liatt one another ? No : Let us prefently walh 
off the Remembrance of former Provocations : Let us 
forget the Violence and Injuries we have done, lately 
done each other. If tbegp are any that will c^^j^ i>m- 

j^ms and offences^ contrary^ to the DcSirine which we preachy 
and ye have learned, I hejeech you mark and avoid theth^ 
Rom. 16. 17. Recompenctto no Man Evil for Evil : Be not 
qv^rt^ome of Evil^ but overcome Evil with Goody Kom» 12. 

^7;2i. With the primitive Chriftians, i Cor 4. 12,13. 

Being reviledy hlefs ^ beipg perfecutedy fujfer it j being de^ 
piptidf intreat. If onr Brother offend againftwy let as for^ 
give him^ net only until feven times^ but until feventy Times 
/even^ lilat. 1 8. 22. u4s our Father in HeaVen caufes his Sun 
iojfjiney on the EvjI and on the Good^ fen deth Rain on the Jujh 
andVjjjuft \ fo let luhveour Enemies^ hlefs them that curfe 
m^ do good to them that hate us^ pray for them that defpite^ 

fuf/y uje w, Mat. 5: 44. 4$, Let us ftrive for that Chri- 

itian /^harity which jHffereth leng^ md ii kind^ envieth not^ 
vaunt eth not it felf^ is net pifftd itp^ doth not behave it felf 
Hnfeernlyy fetkeih not her own j is not eaJHy provoked^ thinketh 
no EvU^ rejoyceth not in Iniquity ^ but rejojcetb in the 7 ruth;^ 
iearetk aU things^ belieVeth all things^ hofeth aH thirgs^ eti^ 
dureth altthinas^ I Cot. 1 3* 4i S^ ^) 7- ^itt US now conli- 

der 



der our Relation^ and hs^vt thefanse Love^ be ^fone jlc 
ccrJj 9f07iiMmdy dhd Utnothirtghe ^^ne thrctigh Strife 9r 
vain Clory^ Phil. .2. 2, 3. Bnr Love withoftt DiJfimHlaiilfh^ 
be kindly ^eftioned one to another with hmherly Love^ 

Rom. 12. p. iQ. . 

3* LaSly. LET us do good to all, according to our 
. Capacity. ' 

OUR Intcrcfh arc fo much of apiece, as that" we 
mufl: rifc and fall together. Let us nm look therefore 

every Man on his own thi^.^s^ but every Alan alfo on the 
things of others^ Phil. 2. 4. Jli we hjve OpportHnity^ lee 
HS de good nnto all Afen^ e/pecialfy unto them who are of the 

Houthold of Faith^ GaL 6 to. Let us not impale our 
Charity or Beneficence with^y any particular Party ; but 
let our Favours,. liXe Gt^d'sj ^c^citter'd on Men of every 
Denomination : Let not our kind Offices be confin'd Co 
Peribns of any particular Rank or Qiialiiy : But as Mem- 
bers of the fame Body, let us afford any, every part 
our Care and Help. As the Head does not overload us,' 
but wifely projeft and contrive fot our Welfare ; fo let 
us, the more inferior Members^ cheerfully fnpport and* 
provide for her : Let not the moft Advanced^ thtek 
it too great a Condefcenfion to regard xh^Lowefi^ the 
Rich think it inglorious to refpeft the moll Beggarly : 
Let not the NegUilcd envy the Favour' d^ the Ohfcnre the 
Famous^ the Little the Great •, but let us willingly be- 
come Servants to all : For even the Son of Man came not te 
be mSm^red unto^ but to minifier and to give his Life a Ran^ 
/omformanyy Mark 10.45. 

III. I SHALL conclude with fome fuitable Reflexi- 
ons on the whole. 

ifl:. HENCE we may learn what great Reafon 
we Oi Great Britain have, to blefs and praife the Lord. 

HOW kind, how wonderfully kind, has ^e>^ been to 
our Nation ? We ciijoy moft, if not all the Bleflings 
that are necefHiry to make us a happy People. 

C 2 WE 



Vtt% jhatrv ^n eaf/^ moderate ffwitpmn^t onr Uif ef 
^Properties denize depend od the Will ana Pleafare of 
401 ablblate Prirta % we are Qot fubjeft to tbe wild Paffl* 
ens, or heavy Frailties of a furious, uocontrollable Mo«^ 
q^rch; we have not (old our feivcs as perpetual Slav^ 
to Tyranny; notwithttanding the Arguments from the 
MThi^eraqf^ or filfofed HUratthy iibove» i)ur Govern- 
vent has its due Bounds and Limits : AH the Inhabit 
tants of Britain are circnmicribed, by Law ; and that not 
inch Cobweb ones, as (erve only for lefler Flies, but fucb 
. as win take hold of the greateft. ^ We live under a 
^ Government well ballanced and fteadily managed j 
* where Juftice and Merqr meet together, and temper 
^ one another ; where the Pooreft is not afraid to com- 
^ plain, and tbe Greateft are not above the Reach of Ju- 
^ i^ice ; w here the Courfe of Law is free, and the pro- 
^ per Places for Redrefs are well known ', as the Bilhop 
oiSdrum * exprefles it. All Power is not lodg'd in the 
hand of one Peribn : Tho* tlae Executivt rightfully belongs 
to tht iicytreigriy yet the Legiflative is fliared between her 
^ sind Che SiibjiSl : There are L^ris and Cmnmons to vote as 
well as s Kirtg or Quein \ and a Fang or Queen to oyer- rule 
Lords and Gammons : There can be no Burden thrown on 
•ur Backs, bat what was of our own binding : We can't 
be mKeraUet, vnlefs our RefrefemMtives vote us fo ; And 
as our Government is recommended by its jull and 

eqHM Mifiiir^^ fojs it by its f rime Manager : ^ As our* 

Scepter is graced by its own proper Length and Big-t 
nefs, fo is it by tbe Hand that fways it. 

A S to iiiisUgion, wbiie tbe greatelt part of tbe World 

. have nothing but the dark pghe of Nature, or the Jgnis 

fatuiu of a pretending Prophet, the S$$n of tht Ceff el is 

Tikn npoq us, and has comfortably enlightnedour Path 

to Glory; While ijaany who ftile themfelv es CAri/#^ 

Chnrchif^ 



fi 



# In his Sermon freac^db^f^rp the Queen, and the mi 

''i^fcs9(Parliammi DeCt $ift| 170^- Pape^f. 



CkmtkiM^ art ckmdtd with SuMrfikimt and IMmrj^ we 
fblcflM be God) bike felt a Reformation \ and jrrir«i» 
may be laid, witboQi boafting, to be as remarkable for 
RdigioOt as any Plac^ ia all f MT^. 

OUR lAtrtj ^Chf(tUm9 has hitlierto been granted^ 
and tos^Mitinuance H gracioufly promifed : They who 
acooonc R^eligiba in a plain Drcls moft acceptable, are 
not obliged to take iq any unoeceflary Fringe or Oma- 
meat If we have the SukfiMct^ the want of a particu- 
lar Fftm tff CkrifHsmty can*c be accounted criminal. 
There being no Difi^rencc in Doarine^ and but little ior 
Ofimpftj you are allowed to choofc for your Paftor, ei« 
tiier a Bifb^ or Presbyter^ and to worfiiip in either i^reb 
CT'JIifeftiffg^hastfe: And what can be more advantageous 
than fiich a T§ikrMti&n f The Clc^jy are abridged of no 
Priviicdges, nor the. Ecclefiafllcal Conllitution in the 
loift indanger*d by it, utid Dipmers are eafy and con* 
tcfl^ ; for however they may be reprefented by fome, 
the Generality of them look on the Chitrch of England as 
a noble part of the Refermatton \ freely acknowledge, 
thtc as there baaid)een, fo there are at prefent, many 
Aininig Lights in this OnU^n CanMe^ftifk ^ heartily pray, 
thtt by chSr kind Influences they may guide many fafe to 
Raveo ; and are fo far from envying the Glory of the 
Mtr§^ inr coveting any of the Honours and Preferments 
thtt are deny*d them, as that they defire nothing more 
thin the Love of their more happy Brethren, the Fa» 
^r and BlefBng of their God,^ and a conftant Freedom 
to (frve hon according to their own Sentiment and Ca- 
pidty, 

IN Regard of Peace and Union, it muft be acknow* 
Icdg'd, That there are too many hot Heads, too ouiny 
fiery Spirits yet amongll us : But here let me draw a Veil, 
kt me not trouble you with the difmal, difmal Profped 
of your Own bleeding Country ^ but rather incourag^: 
you by theft Thoughts, That he that fUlUthihe Noife #/ 
^^Sta$y fhfNolfeoftbiir Wavfs^ can al(b the T^miilt of 
i^fioftey V&U 65. 7. That he tiiat compofed a (hining 

Globe 



Globe of fiery Particles, can unite Men of the moft 
aftive and furious Tempers j and that ourjnicrefts, if 
not AflfeSions, joyn. England and S€otl(md ('as Efhraim 
and J/idah feme time did) ixiake one Ndftati m the Land^ 
ending Kh^ is Ki?tg tathem aO^ and thty Jhatt .&f no mcrt 
tvpo Nations^ neithtr jhall th^ be dividid.into tw$ Kingdems^ 
any mere Of all. 

OUR Air is admirably temper'd^ and as the Bif^of 
cfSarum * remarks, has had no Peftilential Infedion 
for half an Age: Our Conllitutions are ftrong, fitted 
ior the hardfhips ot War, and the Toil of agy B^me- 
ftick Trade or Bufihefs. 

O U R Soil is fertile, tho* we are (eparated,as by a valt 
Dike, from the reft of the Habitable World } we need 
none of tl^eirCommodities to enrich or fupply us; we con« 
tain within our ownBounds whatfoever isneceflary toRe« 
lief or Pleafure : Ou^ Seas and Rivers are ploughed by 
ihoals of Fiih 9 our Air is cut by the choiceft of all th^ 
Feather'd Kind ; our Ground yields fuch a plenty of all 
Fruits, and cfpcf ially Corn, as that it was truly /aid hj 
ene of the Jptcients (to ufc the Words^Qf Dr, Emards '\ J 
that here Tvas the Jpacious Palace 0/* Ceres, and to compleat 
our Happinefs, we have been favoured with Vidory air 
fo. That Ufurping Tyrant, who heretofore avy'd tbci 
Neigbouring Nations, has^had his Pride humU^d, and 
JRage bounded by Britains profperous Arms \ |ie who 
jljad rob'd the Divinity of that honour which was his fote 
Prerogative, has feen his Glory trampled on by a Female 
foot*, he who could formerly boaft ofConqucft, and 
triumph in Succefs, has been ferccd to yield to our fii- 
periour Courage, and fly before our braver Troops* 
p what grjc^t Grace, what aftoni(hing Mercy is this to 

our 






* In his Sermon preached in theCathedral Chnrch of Salis- 
bury, iVij'v. jrfe, 1710. Page 5; 

'[ In his Sermon preach' d before the Vniverjity of Cam- 
bridge, Nov. %thy 1705;. Page 14. 



mir finworthy JfianJ ! Shall not our Souls now bUfs the 

Lard 0nd di that is wkhin us^ Uefs his H^ly Nsmt \ IhaU 
not OVX Sonls hUfs the Lord and forget not all his Benefits f 
Since lie thus healeth owr Difeafes^ makes his Ways and AOs 
htawn unto our I/rael j fatisfieth car Months with Geodnefs^ 
redaemeth oar Lives from DefirnHion^ crowneth hs with 
ioving Kindnefs^ and tender Mercies f Pf. 103. lit. pt, 

2. HENCE we may leatn what an invaluable Mer- 
cy we had in tb€ late happy Revolntion. 

M O S T of thole BlelEogs which are neceflary to our 
Happinefs, were brought us by this favourable Turn. 
Had things run in the Channel they were juft betbre 
faHeninto, according to befl: Conjedure, this Ifland had 
never known thefe profperous Days. Inftcad of the 
True and unmixed Religion^ Popery and SHperftitien would 
have been planted and defended : Inftead of our agree- 
able Conftitution,7yr4»/7 would have forced its Yoke on 
our Necks ^ inltead of a gracious Protellant QHeen^vihofe 
Life may the bountiful Giver long, very long preferve, 
that Popijh Pretender^ we now abjure, and have lately re- 
pelled, would have been fettled on our Throne. Thoft 
Sacred and Civil Liberties we now enjoy, muft have 
given Place to Bondage and Slavery. Inftead of con- 
fining the Tyr^i^/t of /r^wcr, or defeating his Bloody At- 
tempts, we muft have beenTools to further his bafe De- 
figns i but blefled be God, he faw our foreboding Mife- 
riesandfentus a Deliverer, WILLIAM! WJLLU 
uiM! Whofe very Name's beloved by all true EnoUflt^ 
Aienj and will be famous to latcft Pofterity. Brave Jy /Z- 
LI ji M! was fent by Heaven to prevent our Ruinj he 
came and freed an Opprcfled People, recover'd our Ex- 
piring Priviledges, opcn'd a Pa flagc for ANNE^ Great 
jiNNE^ who now Glorioufly fucceeds him on our 
Throne. O what a kind, what an admirable Providence 
was this. 

3. Laftly, HENC E let's be all perfwaded carefully 
togovern our Tempers and A3ions. 

1 

OUR 



OUR National Happinds flows at pTcfent toiiipanN 
tively very far, bat let*s remember that this bigthTisb 
like that of the Sea, is owing to the H€mf9$dy bifimnttti 
ami our rtgidm^ Motiws^ and may foon Ebb. ShooU wc 
by our Sins provoke the keeper of our Ifrsul ^ iboold we 
by our Heats and Feuds embrovl the Nation, onr brieht 
Cay would quickly be o'erclonded : Let*s therefore 
watch over our felves, let*s maintain a Chiiftian frama 
within, and ftt an Exemplary Qpnverfation without ; 

let*s ie^r G$ddndih€ Qjfetrt, MttmidJli mtwifb ibim thsti 
mir9 given t§ Chunge^ Prov. 24* 21.' Lit*s lead qmn 4md 

Cfoeeable Uves^ in aH Godlinefs and Henefty^ for this will 
e Safe and Comfortable to our felves, Mdg9§d mid m^ 

€efisbU in the fyfht of Cod onr Savionr. To whofl) be GIoni 

ry for ever aad ever jtmen. 
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The Reader is defired to corred the foHowing Errata. 

1>Age 4. Line 34. for p^Jfefi ttzdfoffefi. p. 10. 1. 5. for Fervcur 
•* read Terrour. L 24. forgive read i$s. p. 12. 1. 25. for tri^ 
wmfb^nt rttdfriumfbauffy. p. 1 3. 1. 4* add and. p. 15. L It 
for frifi read fri:(e^ 1, 25. for goi read go. . 
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SHE fiUowlt^ liifcoKffe wis 

1 compos'd witbaDefyntorevive 

I praQical Cbriflianity, rfbich 

! is every inhere too vifcbly tit 

a declimtfg State ; and in or^ 

der to this, to prevent all imcharitifHe 

^ffutes, and tmchriflian Cmtentioni^ 

. which have certainly keen one great Caufe 

that fraSical Chriftianitji is at fo loa-an 

Ebh as it is^ That the t)iJcourfe might 

. Ha mifs of its Bad, the Author (thouih 

A i be 
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THE 



P R E F A d B 




itiE folUm'aig 'Difcmrfe i/is 
1 compos'd mitha'De/igatorevive 
I fraflical Cbrijliamty, vbicb 
; is every mhtre too viftUy ift 
a declitimg State j and in or,' 
der to thisy to prevent all uncharitable 
^ffuteSj and uncbrifiim Omtentimiy 
mhicb mve cerfainly teen oke great Caufi 
, that fraSical Cbrijliamty is it fo loa-an 
Ebl as it is. That the f)ifcourfe might 
. Oeit mifs if its Bad, the Author (thotigb 



vt The Pre&ce. . 

ved it with a jnfi SepM^') mUM 
no way meddle mitb perfinal RefleBims j 
dl Care was taken to guard his Difcmrfe. 
Accordingly^ after it was finijhed^ hecaufe 
he would not trufi wholly to bis own Judg* 
ment^ he had th& Opinion of other very 
capable and impartial Terfons, as to fame 
particular Sentences which rrit^t he fo cen-^ 
Juted. Their Sentiments whre^ that thefe 
was no FoiinddtioH for fttcb-a Cenfure. j»- 
deed^ as to the ^ifcourfe itfelf^ no Man 
ever faw it till it was preached. IVhen it 
was p' cached in the Afternoon it being 
moved to give Thanks^ as tifualy Jeveral 
ObjeBions werejnade. One^ as 1 retfter^ 
ier^ was^ that I had fpoh againfi all Cort- 
troverfies as Metaphyfical : But tins 
^tis evident I had not ; and what I had 
chiefly fpoken againfi with refpeB to ContrO" 
verfies in general, was^ the unchn&.mnand 
IbandalouS Management of them. Another 
ObjeSlionwas^hatit wdsaSermim of Works 
without Faithv What fueh Terfohs 
nkan by Faith is bejl known to themfelves^ 

hut 



Slf'cefihM^'tl^'J^nvmfi Be CKceedk^, 
ip^tf^ who ' flfidl atteinpt' td ftirOe^ thkt 
the {Ji^afHcal Cbf iftianity L had hi?eii> 
treating wr, and' indeed which ruAs throtn^ 
the ^Jcmtfe'^ cm poffibly he witbtrnt tbe^ 
'Pkith'eftheQbffel Befides^ tbeReadir 
vilt fM' filch E^ejfotfs as tbefe^ tbtm 

Faitii is a'vital Princij^e oi Hblinefey 
tfie greilt' Foundation of, and £iicoli« 
ragemeijf to it ; that Holiiieft of Heatt 
arid Life, fotiiided on Faith in oiar 
Eofd Jefus Cfirift, is the fure, the Ofli 
I^; Way to- fteaven ; mth other Eit^ 
fte§mis fit the fame Turpoje. The ReO^ 
vkf tPitt fM alfd the Jeveral 'Do^ritUti 
if the (Stofpel tfeated on^ and ^tis much if 
ihefe fiotdd contain nothing of the Faith 
&fthe Gojpel. But the great ObjeBionvii^ 
thai the Sermon mas full o/Refle6tiofl8.: 
Not one Injtance mas produced ; a calmj)h^ 
hate mas ojfered as to any thing that fioidd 
he chjeBed ; cmd this not only by the 
Author^ hut hy feveral of the Brethren .• 
No jttch thit^ cotdd he admitted: N$^ 
the eafieft the fureft, ( for the Oppo- 
nents 



If it isfmthfiJly <km- M: IfiS.<^ 

^ the j)ifcmrfe^ Jo mtmrhme Jw 
j^ijhaig it ; and ho^e'lythe 'BUffu^ jjf 
JS«/ •* win ie ferviceMe to the 'End for 
mhkh. it was jHti^i?rf, *w» the VToma-; 
ti>ig;Turitj^ Teace, and Lpve. 
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'r;-^'s^'^^p£"'ls^ 
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Tit. iii n, 12. 
J^w tie Grace of God that hringetb 
Salvation hath appeared to all 
Men-, teaching us, that deny* 
ing Ungodlinefs, and worldly 
LufiSy we Jhould livejoherly, 
rigiteoujly, and godly in this 
frefent fP'orld. 

ST Has been my great Endeavour, 
' in the general Courfe of my Mi- 
niftry, to promote praBical Chri- 
ilianity., I am lenfible, if I fe- 
cure this, I fecure every Thing, 
the Glory of God, the. Credit of Religion* 
the eternal Happinefs of my People, my own 
Comfort : But if I mifs of this, I do nothing. 
And whoever has a juit Senfe of Things, if 
he has no Profpeil of doing Good this way, 
he will be for any Employment, rather than 
that of a Minifter, efpecially in the DilTenting 
Way; 

B As 
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As for Controverfy^ I will not fay I hart^ 
never dealt in ir^ but I will very freely dwii^ 
then have I been warmejt when I knew leajfi^ 
which I take to be a common Cafe. 'Tbt 
more I have lludied, and read, and been ac- 
quainted with the World, the more fenfible 
have I been, that the Path, to Heaven lies not 
here 5 for if foy the common People can ne- 
ver hope to go thither*;, and, indeed, but few 
of the Learned, efpecially if they are to be 
judged according to their Judgnaent one of 
another. I have been convinced, that the 
Differences among Chriftians are not fb great, 
as Gonimonly reprefented > that fome of them 
are about Matters circumjiantiah^ others, i£ 
rightly underftood, and traced up to their 
proper Head, are really in Points metaphyjicaly 
and are fuch Things, as Men, however \yarm 
they may be, know little of, and in which 
Perfbns may differ, and be equally fin- 
cere. . 

I am fatisfied, that were there more Hu- 
mility, more impartial Searches after Truth, 
more Love to God and Men, more of a truly 
Ghriflian Zeal, there would be lefs Contro- 
verfy ; and that which iSy would be mana- 
ged with Meeknefs and Peace. But Igno- 
rance, Lazinefs, Pride,, Envy, Bigoctry, Un- 
charitablenefs, too ufually come in the room 
of the excellent Things before mentioned > 
and fo the Church has been the Stage of 
War, and the Seat of Divifion* 

I 
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I am fully perfuaded, that DiffHites, as 
they are cominonly bandied, are a Scandal to 
Cbriftianit^y and the greateft Hindrance to 
Peribns being converted toiL As it was a 
^ial Command of Jefus, that his Difciples 
mcmid love one another, fb certainly he knew 
how much their praftifing it would recom- 
inend his Religion^ and of what fatal Confe- 

Suence it would be to have them biting and 
Bvouring one another. And, indeed, there 
never was, and, I fear, never will be, an Age 
of difputing^ but vital Goalinefs has vifibly 
declin 'd, and beep even loft in the ScufHe. 

May all of us, my Brethren, who are MI- 
jiifters of the Qofp^l, avoid this Rock, and 
it will bf moft for our Comfort, and give us 
the ipoft rationgjl Hope of a Crown of Life. 
May we, when our great JL^rd and Mafter 
calls for us, be found turning Men from the 
£ivil o£ i^k ^ays^ promoting Pufiiy, Peace, 
and Loy^ ^uu} pot be found beating our 
Fellow Servants, or fcttiijg Chriftians ^t Va- 
riance Qpe with another. 

By xbc Words of the Text, you niay eafily 
fee ihy Difcourfe will be pf a praStical Na- 
ture, to fet before you the great Defign of 
Cbrijlianity^ that we may 4nfwer it our 
ielves, and promote it in others, according 
to our Abilities and Opportunities, and th^ 
Relations of Life we are in. 
Tbe Grace of God teucheth us. 
That by thi? Grace of God is meant the 

' B « * Gofpei 
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Go/pel Difpenfatioriy is very evident from the 
Context. Tit lis isexhorted to put Perfons in 
Mind of feveral Duties, thiat they might 
adorn the DoStrine of God their Saviour in all 
Things ; it fpllows, For the Grace of God 
that brought S ah at ion y &c. 

The Gofpel Difpenfation is the Grace of 
Gody as 'tis the Fruit of divine GoodnefSy a 
K evelation the World much wanted ; as 'tis 
a Dilcovery of God's great Love in Jefus 
Clirift to a loft World. This Grace has ap- 
peared to all Men^ Men of all Ranks and 
D.egre'^Sy Men of all Nations y Kindreds^ 
and Tongifes'j and what it mioft clearly 
taught was, that Men fhould deny Ungodlir 
nefs, &c. - - 

1 fhall difcourfe from the Words in the 
following Method. 

I. Exolain what is meant by denying Un-- 
* goalinefs and worldly Lufsy living foberly^ 

righteoujly^ and godly. 

II. Shew how evidently the Gofpel DiA- 
penfation teaches all Men fo to do; and 
then make Application. ' 

I. I am to explain whiat is meant by derty^ 
ing Ungodlinefs and worldly Lujfs, living fober^ 
fyy right eoujlyy and godly. ' 

By denying Ungodlinefs : Ungodlinefs has 

Regard to Worfhipy and the common Convert 

fation. As to Wd'rfliip, Ungodlinefs, in the 
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groffcft Senfe, is the living without any re- 
ligious Worfhip at all : But this is what nei- 
ther y^Wy nor Gentihy at our Saviour^s Co- 
ining, were chargeable with y and, indeed, 
ibme religious Worfhip or other has been ever 
univerfal. Among thofe Nations that havp 
been ignorant and moft depraved, there has 
been fome Worfhip, fome religious Rites. 
*rhe Learned have fought over the Face of 
the Earth to find out a Pfople that have li- 
ved entirely like the Beafrs, without any re- 
ligious Worfhip ; but 'tis a Queflion, after 
all, whether they have found any\ or if they 
have, 'tis a very inconfiderable Number. 

As 'tis Ungodlinefs to live without an^ 
religious Worfhip at all, fo 'tis to live with- 
^ out it in great meafure. Religious Worfhip 
is not a Thing to be paid jufl once a Week ; 
ho, the Duties of it return every Day : There 
are daily Mejrcies Men are to be thankful for, 
3aily Wantis they are to pray to have fup- 
ply'd. Even among Chriflians there is much 
Ungodlinefs. Heathens had their Houfhold- 
Gods they paid Homage to ; but many called 
Chriftians pay no Homage in their Houfes to 
any God at all. 'Tis amazing any fhould be 
called CbriftianSyWho live without daily Prayer, 
though there are too many fuch Inftances. 
But there are three Things, I take it, here 
meant by Ungodlinefs, as regarding Worjhtp^ 
and which Perfons are to abflain from. Ido- 
latry^ Superjlitioriy falj'e Worjhip, 

Idolatry. 
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Idolatry. This was the ejiablijhed Reli- 
gion of the Gentile World, and univerfally 
prevailed among them. 'Twas alfo what the 
"Jews^ God's own People, often fell into ; as 
jacred Hiltory fully informs us. 

Now Idolatry is twofold \ a paying religious 
Worfhip to falje Gods, and a worfhipping 
the true God by Images. : The former is evi* 
-dently againft the firfl Commandment ; the 
latter, againft the fecond. Both thefe forts of 
Idolatry were pra^ifed by the Gentile World 
As the common People , bojved down to 
Stocks and Stones, to Things their owa 
Hands had formM s fo *tis evident, as to the 
3ulk of them, their Worftiip terminated in 
thefe their Idolsy or at moft in fome petty 
Deities they imagined i:efided in them : they 
wercfo funk, that they had no manner of 
Notion of the true God^ who made Heaven 
and Earth. 

Tho' the Philofophers generally gave into 
Idolatry^ yet, as they had fome Knowledge 
of the true God, and reafon'd fome times very 
finely about him, fo 'tis not to be imagined 
they could make Gods of Stocks and Stones i 
neither did they : No, they worfhipped the 
true God by Images. Their giving into Ido- 
latry fhewed that, notwithftanding their 
fine Reafoning,, their Notions of God were 
very imferfeSt^ and far from being firm and 
fettled, that they could bow down to Things 
fo unlike him. Or certainly it (hewed their 

Notions 
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Notions of another World were very tmperfeSf^ 
and their Belief of it was very unfettledi 
othcrwife they had not fo wanted Courage 
to oppofe Idolatry ; they had not, for fear 
of the Fury of the Populace,, or to gain their 
Favour, to ktvt fome politick Ends, or fcl- 
fifti Defigns, given into Idolatry, and fo cfta- 
blifhed the common People in it by their 
own Example. 

As the Gentile World were guilty of the 
Idolatry of worfliippingyiz^ Gods, and that 
of worfhipping the true God by Images ; fo 
the yews very often fell into the latter. It 
can't be thought that they, who had fo clear 
a Revelation of the true God, and had feeit 
bis Wonders^ fhould be fo funk as to worihip 
Stocks and Stones for Gods 5 or at leaft if any 
did^ they muft be very few^ whom we can 
imagine (o depraved. No, they often fell 
into Idolatry^ yet, in bowing down to Idols^ 
they hzAfome Regard to the true God, an4 
in him their Worfhip chiefly terminated. 
. Any Perfon might eafiiy fee there is a con- 
fiderahle Difference between thefe two forts 
of Idolatry, the worfhipping y^^ Gods, and 
the worflbipping the true God hy Images i 
the former implies even a Denial of the one 
true God, and robs him of all Worfhip ; 
the latter owns his Beingy and gives the cbief 
Homage to him -, the Body bows down to the 
Idol^ and the Soul pays Homage to God: 
'Tis, indeed, a debafing the Almighty, to 
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make him like to Stocks and Stones, or to 
worfhip him upder any Shape whatever. 
Even the latter fort of Idolatry, worfhipping 
the true God iy Images, was inexcufabte iii 
the Jews, who had a divine Revelation, 
whereby they might have had clear ind fet- 
tled Notions of God, and the Worfhip to be 
paid him, and whereby all Idolatry >yas ex- 
prefly forbidden ; much more inexcufable is 
it in Chriftians. 

But that it was altogether inexcufable in 
Heathens, I will not -fay: 1 think learned 
Men have not yet proved it, and, I believei 
liever will prove it, but this Idolatry may 
cdnfift with Sincerity, and God will make 
Allowances for it. Thofe who have con- 
demned all the Heathen Philofophers as wic- 
ked, and caft them out of Favour with God, 
On the Account of their Idolatry, either have, 
forgot the DiJiinSiion of Idolatry into that of 
worfhipping falfe Gods, and that of wor- 
fhipping the true God by Images-, or have 
beeh fo fevere againfl theni for the latter, on 
the account of the fevere Things faid in Scrip- 
ture againfl fuch Idolaters, not confidering 
that thofe Things are fpoken againjl fuch as 
have a divine 'Revelation, and can t be cer- 
tainly conflrued to have Regard to thofe 
who have no Revelation at all. All that I 
fhall add here is, that, for my Part, I can 
touch better make Allowances for Heathens 
guilty of this Idolatry, than I can for Perfons 
2 under 



tJbe true Orthodox)/. 9 

toller the Old Teftament having fo many 
Waives and Concubines^ or half Wives^ as they 
)iad ; yet that this was confiftent with Since^ 
tityy none will difpute.. 

There is no need I fhould any farther en- 
large on this Head of Idolatry ^ as we live in 
a Proteftant Land, where all do profeffedly 
worfhip the one true God^ through the one 
Mediator^ the Lord Jefus Chrifl: j and to can't 
be charged with either fort of the Idolatry I 
liave been treating on; 

, I am not ignorant that PrOteftants fay very 
hard Thiings one of another; but, for my 
i^art, I am not of fd nice a Difcerningj as to 
be able certainly to prove this Charge of Ido^ 
Jatry on any^ from what I know of their 
private Schemes i and if I can't be cer- 
tain herein^ how cah I anfwet for the. 
Thing it felf in the Confequences of it^ 
iQiould I bring fuch a Charge ? And as I 
ihave obierVed what the general Profeffion 
of Proteftants is, fo if there be fuch whofc 
Hearts contradifl; their Profeffion^ as I can't 
know it, I am not to judge them, but td 
leave them to him, who wUl be their Judge 
and mine. 

Another Thing meant by Ungodlinefs^ and 
^hich we are to abftain from^ is Superjiition. 
This alfo is twofold 5 one regarding religious 
Rit^s of human Invention and Appointment ; 
the other regarding Rites and Ordinances 
iof divine Appuintment» There may be Su- 
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perdition in the latter as well as in the tor-^ 
tneir. 

I. Superftition in religious Rites oihuMafi 
Invention and Appointment, lies in placing 
Religion in Jucb Rites, fuch external Forms 
and outward Obfervances ; being very zea- 
lous for them, and yet very negligent about 
thofe holy Difpofitions, and that holy Con- 
verfation, which become all God's Wor- 
(hippers. 

Is it not ftrange Men fhould venture to 
make Additions of their own to the Wprftiip 
of Giod ? Is it not a Thing exprefly forbid- 
den ? Did not our Saviour charge it as a very 
criminal Thing on the Scribes and Pharifees, 
that they taught for Doctrines the Command^ 
ments of Menl Can it be thought our Saviour, 
at the fame Time he aboliflied the Jewijh 
ceremonial Law, which was of divine Infti-^ 
tution, would give Men Liberty to make 
another of their &wn ? Will Men afl: as if God 
did not know what Rites were neceflary and 
ufeful ? Or will they not let him be King in 
his own Kingdom, but take it on them to 
make Laws, and enjoin the Obfervance of 
them ? Will Men have fuch trifling Appre- 
henlions of the fupreme Being, as that there 
muft be Rites, or any Rites they pleafe of 
their own Invention ? Is it not certain, Man 
may invent endlej'sly if they are not re- 
ftrained by Authority; that the common 
People have always made an ill Ufe of human 
2 Rites^ 
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Rhes, idolized them, and placed Retigicm in 
them, have hated others for nor joining with 
them in thefe Obfervances ; and that thefe 
hiiman Rites have been ever Bones of Con- 
tention ? 'Tis true. Men have made an ill 
Ufe of divine Rites ; but this is no Reafon 
there fhould be none fuch, or that the]f 
ihould be obferv'd no more; though 'tis 
with Refpeft to Mens^ as might be eafily 
ihewn, had I Time. 

As 'tis ftrange Mea fhould /»<ar;te religious 
Rites, fo 'tis that Men fliould place Religion 
in them, as if God was pleafed witK them, 
and they (hpuld hereby make Atonemeni fo? 
their Sins, and obtain Favour with God. 
What mean Notions mufl fuch have of the 
fupreme fieiilg ? What a light and paffionate 
Being muft they fuppofe him ? There is too 
much of this SuperJUtion among Prote^ 
fiantu 

2. There fe Superjlition with Refpeft to 
Rites and Ordinances of ^m//^ Appointment; 
when Men, reft in them, are careful about the 
w*a;^ir^ Qbfervance, but ufe them not as 
Means to cultivate and improve Virtue^ and 
to be bettei: in tjieit Hearts and Lives. Thefe 
Perfons Religion is as. truly Superftition as 
theirs, who are zealous for human Rites. Do 
not thefe Perfons conceive of God as an ar-^^ 
^ifrary Btingj commanding Things for niere 
l^ill and Fleafure^ which is a very debafing 
inception of him ? Do not they make him 

Q ^. to. 
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to \>e a light and paflionate Being, ane {4eas'cl 
with ^rifies without regarding the inward 
Difpofltions of his People, whether they are. 
good and holy or not? Which is the very EC- 
^nce of Superftition. Of this Utter Sort of 
Sup^ftition, are not Protejiant Dijfenters too 
guilty I Are there not naany that place Religion 
in hearings in praying, in SacramentSj^ in faft- 
ing ; that r^ in thiefe Things, and hope to find, 
Favour with God on the Account of them, 
^hen they are c^relefs of their Hear'ts and 
Lives? My Brethren in the Miniftry, have 
we not Reafon to fear there are too many 
fuch in pur feveral Congregations? Arewc 
•warm in charging Superftition on our Bre- 
thren of the Church of England -^ have we 
none of it among ourjehesf Would to God 
we had none. 

The laft Thing meant by TJngodlinefs with 
Regard to worfhip, and whiqh we are to ab-? 
ftain from,^ is, falfe Worjhip : Of which are 
guilty all Perfons worfliipping God without 
any Fear of him, or Love to him, or fincere 
^ubjedtion to his Government ; Perfons ma-^ 
king Religion a Cloke for their Iniquity, and 
a Cover for thei?: Hypocrify, like the Phari- 
fees who devour d Widtms MoufeSy and for a^ 
Pretence made long Pray en j like the Ifraelites. 
of old who fafted for Strife and Debate^ and 
to jmite with thefijiofWickednefiy Ifai, Iviii. 4/ 
Many Heathens had veiy impure Notions of 
iheirQQdSj an^s^CfriiH^ KiEthem^YenaUMan-^ 
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|ier of' Lufis and Ficei : And fuch were the Set- 
vices they paid them; ^w^szjhameto jpedk 
tftbofe Tilings which were dene of them tn Jh^ 
cretj Ephef. v. 12. And what Notions have 
many of God, who call themfclvcs ChriJH-^ 
msj if we niay judge by their Lives ? Is not 
all Manner of Sivy and Iniquity pradis'd irk 
^ midft of us? 

UngedHnefs as to the cemmpn Cmverfation 
lies in living without any Fear of God, 
any Acknowledgment of nim, denying his 
Being/or Pr ovideh<;e ; in fpeaking loofely, and 
profanely, and irrt verently of God, his Word„ 
and Chrdinances; in vain Swearing and Cur- 
fing; in Peijury; in Impatience and Mur- 
muring. Do not thefe Sins abound in our 
Land? ^ '-' 

As W!$ are to deny Vngoilinefiy fo we are 
to deny^or/id^iii^^i) inordinate Defires af- 
ter the 7'hings of this World, which make 
Men proud, ambitious, cnvious^^ imperious, 
given teStrife and Contention; after the i?/Vi&^i 
of this WopW, which make Mei\ earthly. 
tQinded, covetouSj^ linjuftj opprellive; after 
the Pleafures of this World, which make 
Men Senfb^ifts, to revel k in lawful JPlea- 
Aifies, or to give in to fuch as are unhzwfuly 
Rioting and Dn^kennefs, Chambering and 
Wantonnefs: Wc are to abftain from theLttfts 
100 con^Gtionly erditified,the Pollutions whiclk 
qbo ia the W^nd by Luft. 
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Thus have I confidered what we muft abr 
ftain from, W2;. Ungodtinefs and worldly Lujis. 
I come now to confider what our real Pracr 
tice muil be. 

We inuft live fobcrly. We muft walk with 
Humility, and Condefcenfion : We muft be 
yery temperate as to Meaj:s and Drinks : We 
muft be chaft, and pure; be meek, and peacer 
able, be loving, and forgiving ; We muft ufc 
the Delights and Enjoyments of this World 
with Moderation : We myft maintain an In- 
differency to earthly things; we muft be conr 
tented in our Condition, be refign'd to God's 
Will, have our Converfation in Heaven, be- 
have it as Probationers for Eternity, as Tr^r 
vellers to a better Country* 

We muft live righteoujly^ or, as the Word 
is differently rendered, juftly and charitably. 

We muft live jufily^ maintain Truth and 
Uprightnefs in our Words, and Proniiifes, and 
in all our Adlionsj muft be Men of Integrity, 
muft not live or adl in Difguife. A naked 
Simplicity muft run through our whole Con- 
dud : We muft do as we would be ddne by : 
We muft render to all their Dues. 

We muft live charitably^ have a fincertLpve 
for all Men; accordingly hope the heft w^can 
of them, rejoice in their Good, be forry for 
apy Evil that comes upon them, be very ready 
tq forgive any Injuries they have done us, no 
Way to revenge th^mj^and if they repent, to, be 
entirely reconciled to them, be tender of their 
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|bbd Name, be for promoting their good in 
Soul and Body, be feeding the hungry, ro- 
Heving the diftreffed, informing the ignorant, 
reclaiming the obftinate, helping up him that 
is fallen. Charity is Rigbfeoufne/s, as 'tis do- 
ing what Wc ought, what is j^t and equal, a 
doing as we would be done by. 

We are to live godfy, as thofe who believe 
a God, and a Providence, and a future State of 
Retribution *, to worfhip God with thofe holy 
Difpofitions of Soul that become his Wor- 
fliippers thus to ferve God in his Houfe and 
dtlr vwn, making Confcience of obferving 
all God's Ordinances ; to fpeak reverently 
of God, his Name, Attributes, Word aild 
Ordinances j to acknowledge his Providence ; 
to fear before him at all Times'; in a becom- 
ihg Manner to bear all his Chaftifements ; to 
ij^romote his Glory, his Kingdom, in the 
World. 

Thus have I explained what is meant by 
denying Ungodlinefs and worldly Lu/is, living 
fobertyy right eoujly and godly. 

Every Part of our Duty, that to our 
Neighbour as well as to God and our felves, 
is to take Place, and one is not to Ihut out^ 
or excufe us from the other ; yea, one can- 
not be truly and faithfully difcharged with- 
out the other. I come, 

II. To fliew how evidently the Gofpel- 
Difpenfation /f^Ci&« Men to deny Ungodli- 
nefs 
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ipiefsand wotldlyLufts, to live fobcrly, irigh«i 
tCQufly, and godly. Nothing is more, evi-^ 
dene than that it is admirably calculated^ 
dnd the whole Scope of it is^ according as it 
was prophefied of, to turn Men from Dark-* 
nefs to Light, from Sin and Satan unto God; 
that it is come to give Men juji Notions of 
Virtue and Goodnels, and to perfuade them, 
in the ftrongeft Manner, to the Piradkice of it ^ 
that it is come to fubdue Mens Lujis^ their 
evil Temper's and Difbofitigns^ and to make 
this Earth a Place of rurity. Peace andLdvej 
that it is come to ennoble Mens Natures^ t6 
teftoife them to the divine Image ; that the 
Way to Heaven, under the Gofpel, is the 
Way of Holinefs ; and this fo plain j that ^ 
Kvay-faring Man^ though a Fool, Jball not err 
therein, Ifai. xxxv. 8, And, indeed, it muft 
be a Way for the Simple^ as well as the 
Wife. 

Our Savioul- (which we may call an thtro- 
dudtion to his Religion) tells us, he was not 
come to delioy the Law, but to fulfil it, td 
eflablifh what was of a moral Nature under 
the Old Teiiament, to make it more clear 
and full by explaining it, and giving more 
and higher Inftances of moral Duties, than 
were before exprefly given ; and^ indeed^ 
*twas impoflible but he ^ould do this, as he 
brought a Revelation from Heaven. ^ What 
was in its Nature good^ and of eternal Obli- 
ggtion muft ftill ftand^ and a Prophet fent of 
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God muft confirm it, give Men greater Mo- 
tives, and lay them under flronger Obliga- 
tions to be c^nfprjned to it. Had our Sa- 
vipur ^tfivoy'di'^m^ral Law, "fiehad there- 
by: -proved himf^lf an Impoftor. So that 
whatever -of a //;|^r^/ Nature there is. under 
the Old Teftament,^ it is by Chfift a Part of 
the GofpelLaw:: It is binding on us Chri-- 
ftians, not beca;Ufe' it v^^as given to the Jews . 
6y Mofes and the Prophets ; for. if . fo, thea 
the Ceremonial Law is binding, as well as 
the Moral : Biit 'tis obliging, as 'tis the^ 
Law of Nature^ as Ghrift hath confirmed ic 
by his Authority; and farther, as 'tis the. 
Matter of a divine Revelation^ : which Chri- 
fti?His have the Benefit of . . 

As to the moral Law, the two great Pre- 
cepts of it at e^ Tf>ou Jhalt love the Lord thy 
God with all thy Hearty and .Mind j and 
Strength i and thy Neighbour as thy felf. Thefe 
two Precepts eWtain the whole of our Duty, 
andi if (Attended to, will teach, us the whole 
of it. If we love God, we fhall worfliip hint 
in thebeft mafiner we can, and abftain from^ 
all Idobtry and Superftition ; we {hall fear 
before him, fpeak honourably of him, pro- 
mote his Glory, deny our felves to pleafei 
him. If we love our Neighbour as our felvesy 
weftiall defire his Good in Soul and Body^ 
and be for promoting it. Thefe two excellent 
Precepts would cure us of all Irreligion,Loofe- 
nefsj Profancnefs, of all Luke-warmnefs •, of 

D Pridei 
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Pride,Paflion,Interapcrancc,Seiifodity,i^^ 
ly Mindcdncfs, Difcontent ; of all Hatred, Ma^ 
lice. Revenge, Injnftice. Lt^e is thefuyUUng 
rf the Law: You m2^ fee its Consprehenfivi**' 
nefs as to otrr Neighbouri i Cor. xiii aikl 
Love to God is of the fame Nature- Tirtife 
Graces and Virtites can't one be without Ae 
other; the one neceflarily' includes the othfch 
He that lovietb God, lovetb bis Brother alfri 
ijohniv. 21. 

I Ihall confidcf the Gofpel-DifpfenfatJ&Jt 
abflraBlyy and fhow its Efcfign to refo^nt 
Mens Hearts and Lives, to m^ thenst gcfoc^ 
and holy. 

Now there are two Precepts which are very 

comprehenfive, and which We may cdl the 

fundamental Precepts of Chriftianity ; Repen^ 

, tance towards God, and Faitb in ouir Lord 

yeftisCbfift. ^ • 

Repentance towards God, as explained by 
our Saviour and his Apoftles, is no lefs thah 
a Converfion, a Change of Heart and Life 
from the Love and Pradkice of Sin, to the 
Love and Pradtice of what is good: The 
Fruits meet for Repentance, are the keeping 
our felves from the Sins We have been habi- 
tuated and accuftomed to, fybduing finful 
Inclinations, being pure and peaceable, bring- 
ing Glory to God, and doing Good ta 
Men^ 

Faith in our Lord Jefus Cbriji has been 
* DOfSfcrific exceedingly perplexisd by Divines $ 

bus 
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but the Scriptuie Account of it is very evir 
dent : 'Tis a believing in the Lord Jefus 
Chrift, a receivingl^\m for all thofe Purpofes 
he is fent for, ^s one come to teach us the 
Mind and Will of God, to govern us by his 
LaWjSy as well as to die for us. Faith is a 
vital Principle of Holinefs^ the great Foun^- 
dation of, and Encouragement to it, and 
without Holinefs our Faith is nothing at all $ 
and the Apoftle James expofes fuch a Faith 
to the laft Degree. To avoid all Difputes ; 
^tis evident a Believer^ and a truly good and 
holy Man» are the fame Perfon. It is evi^ 
dent no Man is to rely on Chrift as his Sa- 
viour, and exped any Benefit by his Death, 
but the Man that fincerely obeys his Laws ; 
and, indeed, 'tis the greateft iUFront to fay 
othcrwifc : 'Tis to make Chrift the Patron 
of Wickedneis, 'tis to make him no Saviour 
at all ; for unleis Men are redeemed from 
their Iniquities, they mufl be neceilarily 
miferable^ and be eternally fo, unlefs they 
are annihilated. He is the true Believer in 
Jefus, who is conformed to his Gofpel and 
Example : He it is that honours Chrifl ; and 
he that is otherwife, whatever Faith he may 
boaft of, may now well be afhamed, and 
ihall hereafter be condemned. 

The particular Pr<fr^//j of the Gofpel teach 
Men to denyUngodlinefSy &c. To go over theni 
would be to go over a great Part of the New 
"i^eftament. Thefe Precepts of our Saviour, 

Da Mat. 
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^^z/. V. are yery excellent, and vaftly exceed 
'all the Precejpts of the heathen Philofophers : 
BleJJed are we poor in Spirit^ they that mourn 
for S'ln^ the pure in Hearty themeek^ the Peace:-- 
makers^ they that hunger and thirji ajter Righ- 
teoufneji; they that fuffer Perfecutionfor Ri-^ 
teoufnefs fakei 

The Gofpel evidently teaches the Worfliip 
of the one God^ through the Mediator Jefus 
Ciirift, and fo to abftain froni all Idolatry ; to 
worflhip God in Spirit and Truth, and lb tp 
abftain from all Superjtition, from all Iniqui* 
ty and Hypocrify. It teaches us to fear God, 
to love him, to truft in him, to be patient un- 
der his Haild, to acknowledge him in all 
pur Ways, to promote his Glory. 'Tis full 
pf Precepts of Humility and Meeknefs, of 
Temperance, of Chaftity^, of Contentment, 
heavenly Mindednefs, and of Juftice and Cha- 
rity. Such k clear, fuch a confiftent Scheme 
of Morality, as the Bible furnifties us with, 
IS to be found no where elfe : All the Sayings 
of thtPhiloJhphers, put them all together, bear 
ho Manner of Comparifon to it. • ' 

Some, who have lived where the Gofpel 
has been, have wrote' excellently on the Re^ 
UgioTi oi Nature : But whatever tHcy may 
think of it, they have been mlich beholden 
io the Gojpel fdr their Difcovery : How is i^c 
elfe they have fo vaftly exceeded all Hea- 
then Writers ?- i ' ' 

The 
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The DoSirines oF theGofpel evidently teach 
us Holinefs of Heart and Life ; particularly the 
JDodtrine of God's fending his only begotten 
Son to reform Mankind, and to be a Sacri- 
fice on the Crofs for the Sins of the World. 

The Podrinc of God's fending his only be- 
gotten Son to reform Mankind^ teaches us Ho- 
linefs of Heart and Life. If a powerful Prince 
fends a great Perfon to Rebels, whom he can 
deftroy in an Inftant, >yith Offers of Peace^ 
fhould it not |>e a ftrong Motive to make 
them fubmit ? much more if he fends his 
Son? And as God fent his only begotten Son 
with Offers of Peace, what a Motive fhould 
it be to bring Sinners home to God, and their 
Puty ? ihou'd they not reverence his Son ? 

We are alfo taught Holinefs by God's fend- 
ing his only begotten Son to die on the Crofs^ 
and thereby to be a Sacrifice for the Sins of 
the World; who alfo was fubjedt to Death 
by his own Confent. How does God herein 
fhew himfelf to be a holy, a Sin hating God, 
the wife and righteous Governour of the 
World, and one who, as he makes Laws, ex- 
pedts to have them obey'd! Since this is the 
Way in which he choofes to be reconciled to 
returning Sinners, how does he teach them 
xofear before him ! And how does he here- 
in fhew the richefl Grace and Love^ that he 
would not /pare his own Sony but give him up 
for Us all ! What a Foundation does he lay 
For the Hope of all returning believing Souls! 

He 
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Jle (par* d not bis4mn Son: Hofiv Jh^ll be not 
"witb bim freely give us al/Tbingsf No Doc-* 
trine can have fo great a Tendency as tliis to 
reform Mankind: Here are the ftrongeft Mo* 
tives to work on Mens Fears and Hc^es. Can 
I fee What God has done to his own Son in 
piy Room and Stead, and not Jear to fin a- 
^ainft him? Can 1 fee his Love to me in all 
that his Son fuffered, and not love him, and 
live to him, in Hope and Profpedl of dwel- 
ling with him ? And if God has fo lov'd us, 
fhould we not love one another T 

As this Dodtrine of God's fending his Son 
to die for finfql Creatures has nothing incre- 
dible or tnconjijient in its Nature; fo a Deijl^ 
fuppofing it to be true, mufl: own, I think, 
that it is admirably calculated to r^r/?^ Man- 
"kind. 

Another DodStrine is that of divine Ajfijlance 
o1Fer*4 and prqmis'd to Men, if they will feek 
after it aqd improve it. How does this tetfcb 
"Itlen to deny JJngodlinefs. and worldly Lujisf 
and what an Encouragement is it to them to 
do their 'Endeavour, when God will not be 
Anting to them ? As a^Father knoweth, or is 
difpos'd, to give good Gifts to his Cbildrenymucb 
more is God to give the holy Spirit to tbem tbat 
ask him^ 'Luke xi^ 1 3 . How much did Heat bens 
w^tittuch Knowledge jLU^ S^ch ji^^ as 

thisl 

The Gofpel Dodrioes of a Refurre^ion^ z^ 

final ^udimmt^ and eternal State of Recokr 

' ' pences^ 
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pintis^ a Hea^ertj and a tiell^ are evideivtiy 
defigired, and: admirably cialcukted ta reform 
Mens Hearts and Lives. 

Whatever Sefls and Parties Men arc now 
df, whatever Diftindtiohs they pafs under 
hcire, hereafter they are to be rank'd into 
t*ioo Claffis\ the If/f/?, the Unjuji\ the Wia^ 
led^ and the Good: for the one there is to be 
i kefurredfcJori to Life ; for the other a Re* 
fnrfedtion to Coridem nation. The Judgment 
that i^ to pa& oA them, is to be according t^ 
the real T'etfipef arid Difpofition of uieiif 
Mindty accoraifig to the ABions of ihcit 
Lives. ^0 tbiifly wbo^ by patient Continuance 
in ^eil-doing^ feek for Glory ^ there is eternal 
Life. But to them who are contentious^ and 
obiy ftot the Truths but obey Unrighteoufnefs^ 
are wicked and impenitent. Indignation and 
Wf-aih^ tribulation and Anguijh : And, that 
\*^e may by no means miftake who this is for^ 
'tis added, Upcfn every Soul that doth Evil, 
of the Jcwfrfiy and alfo of the Gentile, Rom. 
\u 9. The Per fons every where in the Gofpel 
mark'd out for DeJtruSiion^ are the Difobe^. 
dientj thofe that will not take Chrill's Yoke 
Upon them, nor be fubjeft to his Laws.^ 
Thofe marked out for Lije^ are the truly 
Good^ fuch as are /r^^ from all allowed lai^ 
quity, from all reigning Hypocrify. 

If we enquire into the AT/^^/^rtf of the hea- 
venly Blejfednefs^ we lliall find, as 'tis fuch as 

none but i6^/y SoiilsT^^//, fo 'tis fuch as xione 

but 
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but they can^ fliare in. 'Tis the feeing God^ 
and enjoyJtig him, the having his Love, 
CDnverfing virith him, delighting in him, 
ferving him with the greateft Readinefs 
and Pleafiire. 'Tis a Place of the greateft 
Purity^ the moft unfeigned Love^ the moft 
entire Harmony. And wrhb can {hare in this 
Happinefsi but thdfe wrhofe Souls are puri- 
jiedy virho have loved God, and delighted in 
him here below, ferved him in Truth, who 
liive hctnfubduing their evil Difpofitipns and 
Paffions, been praAifing Peace and Love? 
Evangelical Holinefs is in order to a Meet- 
nefs for the heavenly Bleffednefs. 

If we enquire into thfe Nature of the Af/-- 
firy for Men in another World, we fhall find 
that 'tis fuch as wicked Men have been Jit- 
ting them fel ves for, and is the neceffary Con- 
fequence of thtir Iniquities -, even to be banijh^d 
from God's Prefence^ and the Glory oj his 
Power ^ to have the Worm of Confcience ever 
to gnaw of tormeqt them, and weeping and 
gnafhing of Teeth, for the Happinefs they 
might once have had. 'Tis a Place where 
they are to carry all their evil Difpofitions 
along with them: And when ftript of all 
Things that how adorn them, that now amufe 
and entertain them, what Monfters will they 
dppear to themfelves to be? 'Tis a Place 
where all their ungovernable PaJJions are to be 
let loofe : And what Furies will they be one 
to another? 'Tis a Place whferc is to be: the 

Per^ 
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PttfiBitm of Sin ahd of Mifery. There are 

indeifid^ ace of ding to Scripture, to be different 

Jbt^rees of Happinefs and Mifery, according 

as Men have exceeded one another in Wick- 

fednefs, or Goodnefs here; which does not 

contradifl: what I have faid, that they are to 

ht pvrfeSfly happy or miferable 5 for a fmall 

Veflel may be full as well as a great one, 

thb' it does not contain fo much: Which is 

, an old Cpmparifon, yet I think a very good 

tone. 

The Gofpel does not tell Men of Elyjian 
. Fields^ or of the imaginary Torments of Hades ^ 
bfo, the Happinefs and Mifery are vaftly 
'^reaty and fuch as might well be powerful 
i^rgumencs with Men to deter them from Sin, 
&nd to influence them to an holy Life. 'Tis 
iudh Happinefs and Mifery as, if there be a- 
nothgt iState, Men muft (hare in according as 
They are good or bad here. And the Gofpel 
cJbes not talk at Uncertainty, as the Heathen 
l^hilofophcrs did of another State, but gives 
3M[e*n the fulleji Affurances of it. The Difco- 
"Vefy it felf is fuch as evidences it felf to come 
^ptti Heaven j and the Difcoverer confirmed 
Ihis Doftrine by unconteftable Miracles, par- 
ticularly by his own Refurreftion, and Af- 

^ the t)ejign of the Gofpel to promote -fi&- 

itiftefs is evMfent, as it furnifhes us with the 

^^Wioll peffeft Exmpk of it in Je/us our Savi* 

x>ur : Hefe mi cine t)f the ftriareft'Piety, Piety 

E free 
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free from Oftcntation, from all Superflitioo} 
one of the fincereft Zeal for promoting his 
Father's Gloryj of the greateft Temperance, 
Chaftity, Contempt of this World, Content- 
ment, Patience ; the lincereft Love to Men, 
for whom he died the Death of the Crofs. 
O fhould not Men imitate him! how inexcu- 
fable will they be if they do not! 

The Rites of the Chriftian Religion, -S^/- 
tifm, and the Lord's Supper^ what are they 
but folemn Profejjions of SubjeSiion to God 
through Chrift, and the ftrongeft Obligations 
to univerfal Holinefs? 

Every one of thefe Topicks might be great- 
ly enlarged on. 

Might it not be faid with great Truth, 
there is not a DoBrine^ a Precept^ a ^hreat^ 
ningj a Promife, a Rite^ or any Thing in the 
Gofpel, but what tends to promote Holinefs ? 

I fhall now make Application. 

From this Difcourfe it appears, that ou! 
holy Religion is fufficiently guarded againfl 
the Deiji. I heartily wifh Cbrijlians woulc 
leave. off zll private Wrangling^ and bene 
their Force againfl: this their common Enemy 
Jbeifm is become a very polite fajhionabh 
rThing: 'Tis too well known, how much ii 
prevails. Chrifl:ianity is attacked with great 
Violence, and that by fuch as mufl: be ac- 
knowledged to be Men oil^arU and Learn- 



the true Ortbedofcy. 17 

mgj who afl: ivith Craft, and are for under^ 
mining and deftroying Chriftianity, under 
die Pretence of being Friends to it. Their 
Difguife might be eafily feen through: And 
Religion is fuchaTJiing as will ^^^r the moft 
impartiaiEx^mimtion; tho' fome of its Pro- 
feflbrs, for want of being well fettled in the 
Grounds of it, or of being hearty in their 
Profeffion of it, might be prejudiced againft 
it, and abandon it. 

If a Deift would but fuppofe there might 

be fuch a Thing as a dfvine Revelation (as 

certainly, he might for Argument's fake) I 

would ask him, what a Revelation it muft be: 

Muft it not be a Revelation, that fhall give 

a very clear and full Account of the moral 

Law? Muft not this be the chief Subjed: of 

it? Muft not the Worjhip of it he free from 

Idolatry and Superjtition? Muft not the 

DoSlrine of it be defign'd, and admirably caU 

culated to promote moral Goodnefs ? Muft not 

the Rites of it, if any, he few , and thefe not 

appointed for their own Sakes, but as Means 

xo promote moral Virtue? Muft it not offer 

Sufficient Affifiance to Men to pradtife their 

Duty? Muft it not ajfure Men of Recompen^ 

4:es in another World, and thefe fufficient td 

influence them to their Duty in this? And 

muft not thefe Recompences be according 

to their JDeeds^ fuch as Reafon tells us they 

have by their Anions hetn fitting themfclves 

for, fuch as jpauft be the neceff^y Confe-f 

E 2 quenqei 




I 



«S , TrMcal Cbrtjimity 

quene^s of Vice ar>4 Virtue ? /. f. Muft it not 
be, juil fuch la Revelation^ 2^8 the Chriftian 
BLevciatipn hi 4nd if fo, has not a Deift 
grf at Reafon to believe it, when it is alfo 
QpnjSrro'd by Prophecies and Mirafles? 

But ipight it not be^ objefted, I have heree* 
in done DiffervJc^ to the Jewijh. Revelation f 
I anfwer, no^ For if there naay be ene Re-: 
Yplition, rh?r? way be another to prepare the 
Way for it : Arid tho' it b© not fo cxcelleqfi 

in its. Nature, ytx being fuch a^ the Circurn- 
fltances of the World would adiait. of*. an4 
carrying on the fame /le?^/^ Defign, it ipay 
Kvery cQnfiftent with xhs; JViJdoni and 
Gppdn0 pf God to beftpw fvieh a Revclarr 
tipo. 

Will a Deift fay, Rea/on is/uficientfor all tk 
Pufpo/es of .Religion: 7'h^r^ ism mei of a 
He^efafm ; and 'tis impojfible God Jhould ever 
give if . This is fuch arguing, as that if 1 
Man is refplved> and confirnaed in it, *tis ira-i 
pQiTible, if therp be a Revelation from Hea- 
ven, jhe fhould ever bejieve it But is the 
Afgunipnt infallibk f for if it be not, and thi; 
Chrifl:ign Revelation be true, 'tis certain, He. 
that believeth noK Jball be damned^ Mark 
Stvi. 1 6. B^t is, I fay, the Argument infallir 
tie ? ' Was Reajm ever found to be fufficient. 
fox all the Purpofes of Religion ? Did it evec 
jive Men fp ^kar^ fo full and confjient a 
Ichenae of wV^/ Virtue, as might be wifli'4 
for, and the Bulk of Mankind . called for I 
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©W It 8 iv^« Men fueh jMurance of divine 
A0lftance 9.1$ wa$ neceflary ? Pid it afford 
J^ft {ixch p(nvfrful Motives to prafkifc their 
Diity, give them fuch a certain and rational 
A(;^punt oftheRecompenees g£ aMtberfForld, 
as might be fcrviceable to all. the Purpofes of 
Vir jEvie ? After all the Boaft of Rea/M, ^wkat 
has it done ? And how funk in Ignwance and 
Vice ha& Mankind been, having no odher 
Help ? And though coniidering the Blindnefs 
and D&rkneft> and Vicioufnefs of Men, God 
was nm ^bfolutely obliged to give a divine 
KxiveUtlon $ yec wherein was it unbecoming 
bis Wifdom and Goodnefs to beftow fuch a 
Thing i h it not fuch a BlefHng as the World 
much wanted, and have much Reafon to be 
tJbankfol for when heftow'd ? 

B^c to addrefs my felf feparately to Mini^ 
Jiers^ znd People. 

To Minijters. 

And here, to fpeak in the Wprds of that 
judicious Author, Bifhop FoneJer^ ^* The 
•^ Defign of our Saviour and his Gofpel be- 
ing to make Men holy, thofe behave 
themfelves iafinicely unbecoming his Mi- 
f^ nifl:ers,^and the Preachers of his Gofpel, 
1* who live unholily.. And fp do thofe who 
f* do not, above ajl Things, prompte that 
$* Defign : Aui^ ot this Number are thofe that 

]^ are fof high flown l^anguage and boyifh 

cc y^i^ 
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^^ Wit J thofe who would be admired for 
^ their mctaphyfical Acutenefs, and doughty 
*^ Dexterity in controverfial Squabbling, 
^* Thofe alfo may be reckoned in, who are 
*' Men of Myfteries, who endeavour to make 
'^ the plain Doftrines of the Gofpel as intri- 
^^ cate as they are able ; thefe are fo far from, 
•5 above all Things, endeavouring to promote 
*•' the Defign of the Gofpel, that it hath not 
*^ greater Enemies in the World. And to 
** diofe may be added, fuch who preach up 
^f free Grace^ and Cbrijlian Privileges^ any 
«« other wife' than as Motives to Holinefs, and 
^^ never fcarcely infift on any Duties except 
*f f hofe of believing^ laying bold on Chrift^s 
^^ RighteoufnefSj renouncing their own Righ* 
teoufnefs\ which they that have none at all 
to renounce . have a mighty Kindnefs for : 
All which Things, may, .1 grant, and ought 
to be preached; but to make Chriftians 
*' Duty to confift either wholly^ or mofily 
*' in thefe Things, efpecially as they are ex- 
^^ plained by not a few, is the Way efpecial- 
*^ ly to harden Hypocrites, ^ but to make no 
" fincere Converts." 

" Thofe again do nothing lefs than chiefly 
«' promote Chrifii unity ^ who are^ never in 
<* their Element, but when talking of the 
<« IrrefpeSivenejs of God's Decrees^ the Abfor 
•« lutenefs of hi§ PromifeSj the utter Impotency 
^* of Men to do any thing towards their Conr 
\y verfionj and infifl:, with great Emphafis^ 
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^ on thefe dar^eroui Oipxiiion^. And 'thoie 
♦^ may alfo be well reckon'd in, who are of 
«' a narrow unchrijlian Spirit, who confine 
*^ Religion to a Party^ and are more zealous 
«« to make Converts to a Party than to an 
« Mjy Life."^ 

Thefe Things, with the unholy Lives of the 
Preacben of the Gofpel, are the Things 
which make Atbeifts and Deifts^ and harden 
the Multitude in their wicked Courfes. May 
we, my Brethren, who are the Minifters 
of the Gofpel, be Men of, another Stamps 
and ad in another Manner. 

Let us get true and jufi Notions of Chri^ 

fiianity; and, in order to this, let us ply 

our Studies, and impartially fearch the holy 

Scriptures. This, 'tis to be fear'd, is what 

few have done. 'Tis exceeding evident, to 

any Man that has ftripp'd himfelf of Prejudice 

and PrepoflefSon, acquainted himfelf with 

the holy Scriptures, with Men, and their 

Writings, that not only the ignorant, the 

lazy, the vicious, but thofe who have been 

Men of Learning, and Piety, have taken 

many Things on vru/l ; and that the Zealots 

in all Ages, as they have been for making 

Creeds for othcfrs, fo they have been fo far 

confiftenti with themfelves, as to take their 

OFwn at firft from others. 

An impartial Search of the holy Scriptures 
is, indeed, a Thing ufually attended with 
Very great Difcouragements, A Man hereby 

runs 
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imi k tfcry Ihf fewd Rif(|uft of dificirihg in 
foifie P&irit of- other frdm bther JPerfbiiS, 6Ven 
frdni the greattft Nuttibef, aiid from Cbun- 
eils and Fathefis; fdr they wert nohfe of them 
jtofklli&le; and if he dobs, he nlay have llttte 
Thanks for his Pains. 'Tis not his Studipuf- 
li6fs aiid Diligence, "^tis not the Unfpotted- 
aefs of his Life, nbr all the Ptbofg hfe may 
gi\^ of his Sincerity, that fhall fkffeeti hifti 
frotn Genfute : No, he rtiay be condettined 
foj- a ttereticky or as bad, arid be treated afc^ 
liordingly, (though, by the way, the Scrijf- 
cure knows no fuch Heretickj and 'tis tottt- 
iilonly ah Argument, whefewith Perfons 
Mock down an Adyerfary, when others are 
'#eak aildinfufficient.) The impartial Searcher 
after TrUth might be neglefted, hav6 his 
Chairadter y^cr^i^^ ' undermined, or openly 'OU 
Itfied'y he might fee the lazy, and fuch who 
haVe believed as others have before them, aild 
\Vho are zealous on fo good a Foundatioti, 
carefs'd, extol'd, prefer 'd. Ages and Places 
have ofterl been .where this has been the 
Cafe i may they be no more : By thele Things 
Merido tiieir Endeavour to prevent all Pr6- 
grefs in ufeful Knowledge, and Proteflants 
have bten runnirig back apace^to Popery. 

My Brethren, if any of us (hbuld ever 
have our Lot caft into fuch Titnes and PiacteS, 
let us bravely make head againft To pregnant 
a Mifchief ; let tks defpife that favour Vvhich 
we can't have with Hoaour aild a good Coh- 

* fciencej 
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ibience 5 li?t us. aft like reafonable Creatures, 
and like Chfiftkns : And as Religion it a 
thing of the great e/i Importance^ let \i% fearch 
into our own^ and labour to be fully faiisfiec^ 
of the Nature and Defign of it. This will 
be for our pwn SatisfaSiioriy and we fliall 
liave all that Favour from Men that is worth 
liaving. 

And being thus fully convinced of the Z)^- 
^gn of Chriftianity, let us aft accordingly : 
tiCt us fee that our Religion be not Super [ti^ 
tiofiy that it be not Prieft-craft^ a Pretence 
to carry on bafe Defigns , let us be free from 
a blindy a furious Zeal, and a perfecuting Spi-« 
rit that commonly attends it ; and may we 
always remember there are other Methods of, 
PerfecuHon befides dragooning and burnings 
that when we do not touch a Hair of a 
JVlart's Head, yet we may ruin his Reputation^ 
liis Ufefulnefsy his Family ^ and fend him be^ 
times to his Grave : Let us be free from 4II 
JLoofnefs and Profanenefs^ from all Intem- 
perance, ExcefS) Uncleannefs, the Polluti- 
ons in the World through Luft. A Freedom 
from thefe hjis been the diftinguifhing Cha-*. 
xafter of Diflfenting Minifters : May it ever 
lie fo 1 Let us not be of a revengeful, an un- 
forgiving Temper, be proud and imperious, 
l>e worldly or covetous, be deceitful and 
treacherous, be of an uncharitable, anun- 
peaceable Spirit, t do not charge any here 
vitb tbefe ^things : But can it be unfeafonable . 

F ■ ' %Q 
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to warn one another of thefe Tbkigfe vtk &m 
evil World ? Should fuch be the Spirit, the 
Character of any of us, hoW ufieafy niiight 
our minifterial Imployment well fit tin us ? 
hpw well might our own Confciences con* 
demn us, for being and acting fo contrary td 
the Religion we pfeach ? and how terrible 
will our Condemnation be another Day ? 

What vafi Mifchief will tiur bad Example 
do ? O amazing Thought, how many fliall 
we involve in Guilt, and in eternal Perditidn 
withourfelves! 

My Brethren, let us be Men of another 
Cltorafter 5 Men of pure Religion, of un- 
feigned Piety, of great Humility, of ftrk^ 
Sobriety, of plain Honefty and Integrity, of 
fincere Love one to another, ^ftd to all Men. 
LettisbeMen of Tefmper and Moderation, Med 
of an extenfive Charity, ( I atn indeed for Cha- 
rity for 2L\\vfhoprofefs Chrijttanify^ znd li'Oeb^ 
fy and good Lives. And if this be not the Charl-» 
ty our Saviour and his Apoftles have taught us, 
I know nothing of it : Is it to believe nothings 
to hope nothings or to Mieve $11 1'hingSj and 
hope all Things ? ) L6t us be Men of a pence* 
^/if^Sjpirit, be for glorifying God, and doing 
Good to Men ; thus £ball vrtjhine like Lights 
in the fForld: By thefe Things Will it appear 
that we are orthodox indeed. What Imprcf- 
fion will the holy Lives of Minifters make 
6n their People ? What Comfort and Suc- 
ctfs might we pr omife our fblves in our mi^ 

nifterial 
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liiilerlal Work here, what a Crown of Glory 

^ight we 4epjcnd upon hereafter ! 

Is it the Defign of Chriftianity to teach 
Men to deny Ungodlinefs and worldly Lufts, 
to live foberly, righteoufly, and godly ? Let 
us purfue this truly noble and excellent Dc- 
fign in all our minifterial Labours. Let us 
convey right Sentiments of Chriftianity to 
our Hearers \ tell theni Religion does not 
lie in good Wijhes and Purpofes, in going 
to fuch a Place, in conforming to fuch 
Modes and Ways of publick Worfliip, in 9, 
furious Zeal for any Party or Opinion, or in 
hating and perfecucing thofe of a contrary 
Perfwafion 5 that whoever are in the Rights 
the Uncharitfllile are certainly in the Wrong. Let 
ys tell them. Religion does not lie in a meet 
Attendance on Ordinances of divine Inftitu- 
tion : This Perfons may do, and yet be eter- 
nalJy miferable. Let us be fo noneft as to 
labour to convince our Hearers, that God 
will make alj Allowances for the m^er Errors 
of Mens XJnderJiandingSy when he will makp 
none for their Wickednefs^ their Loofnefs^ 
Prbfanenefs, their Intemperance, Debauchery, 
their Knavery and Difhonefty, their Senfuar 
lity, that Covetoufnefs which is Idolatry, 
their revengeful and implacable Spirits, their 
Hatred of one another, their Hypocrify, 
SUid fuch like Things : For they who do there 
TbingSy pall not inherit the Kingdom of God. 
-Let us labour to reform our People from all 

F 2 their 
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their corrupt Errors, fuch as, That as long 
as they believe a-right^ "tis no matter how they 
the ', that Chriji will be their Saviour^ and 
God will be merciful unto them^ though they 
go, on to rebel againjl him. Thefe and fuch 
like are truly fundamental Errors, and will 
furely damn Men uniefs they leave them. 

Let us follow the Advice given to Hitus. 
Does the Grace of God teach us to denyUn-^ 
^odlin^efs and worldly Lufts^ to live fob erly^ 
righteoufly^ and godly t Thefe ^things let us 
teachi reprove^ exhort with all Lo^g-fuffering 
and DoSirine. Let us be fevere againft the Vices 
of the Times, and tell our People nothing 
will make Atonement for their living in them/ 
Lfet'us perfwade Men to i?^^^;2/^;^r^, to ac* 
tept of Jefus for their Lord and Saviour 
(as every one does who is a Chriftian) to 
conform to his Poftrine and Eicample, to 
yalk before God in all Righteoufhefs : This 
will be found Do£irine and uncorrupt ; and 
thofe • of our People whom we can prevail 
on, will be our Comfort now, and our 
Crown of Rejoicing in the great Day of the 
tiOjd. 

S Let us faithfully fet before our People the 
great' ^efgn of Chrifiianity, the great an4 
awful Motives there are to praftife it, and 
how inexcufable, how fevefely condemned 
they will t^ if they do not praftife it ; that it 
%vil/be more tolerable for Sodom and Gomorrba 
than for th£m.' ' : 
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Let us make no other DiJiinSiion between 

^cn than the Scripture does, than the final 

^udgment will ; the Juji and the Unjuft^ the 

flicked and the Good 5 infl:ru<9t them, fpeak 

•Tferror and Comfort to them accordingly. 

Let us not difcourage any of our Brethren 

"vrho are carrying on this noble Dejign^ nor 

fay any thing to their Difadvantage. Let 

xjs never reprefent them as heretical on the 

one hand, or lukewarm on the other : This 

"will be bafe and wicked. 

My Brethren, *tis holy Livings 'tis Har^ 
Tnony amopg our felvcs, *tis fuch faithful and 
€hrijlian Preaching as I have been fpeaking of^ 
*tis this is the only way to promote Religion 
in general, and fo it is to have the Diflenting 
Intereft flourifli. I will not make the un- 
grateful Enquiry, whether it is finking or no ; 
hut I am fufe this only can make it thrive, 
and render it lafting. 

But to addrefs my fclf to fuch as may be the 
Hearers of any of us. 

You might well ask which is the Way to 
Heaven^ and how you may get thither, amidfl 
the various Controverfies that embroil the 
chriftian World. If the Learned can fo little 
agree, and are forced to fummons up all 
their Learning to defend their particular 
Points, what fhall you do who are not thus 
educated ? Why, my Brethren, the great 
thing of Chriftianity is even uncontroverted, 
whi^h is Holinefs of Heart and Life, founded 
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W Faith in our hord Jefw Cbriji : Thi* is 
th^fure^ the onh Way to Heaven. Tl^e Aij^ 
thor whom I mvo alrcaciy quoted, fpcal^s 
thus I ** Would we know wnerher we em- 
« brace all the Fundamentals of Chriftianity, 
^* and are guilty of no damnable and de- 
" ilrujftive Errors^ among the grear Piver- 
" fity and Contrariety of Opinions cnis K-ingr 
f* ^om abounds with : Our only way is to 
f* eicaminc our felves after this Manner : 

Am Ifincerely willing to obey my Crear 
(or and Redeeifier i^ all Things command- 
f« ed by them ? Do I entertain and l)arbour 
•* AO Luft in my Brcaft ? Po I heartily en- 
" deavour to have a right Underftanding of 
^V the holy Scriptures, and chiefly of the Go- 
^ ipel* ^d ^P know wlwt Pooriaes arc de*- 
^^ liyered there, in o;-der to xhe bettering my 
*' Saul \^ them, and the Pbeftion of my Life 
*' and Adtions according tp theffi ?. ITwc.can 
*' aofwer thefc C^ijeftions in the Affirmative, 
^' whatfoever Mijiakes \ye i»,ay labour under, 
^* they can be none of thorn jCuch as will undo 
" our Souls ; becaufe we have ^ceafon to coq- 
^* f lude, th^ the D^^fig^ of Ciiriftianity is 
" in Ibme good Mcafure tffeSted in us. And 
^' whatfoever Tenets m»ay be confiilent with 
the Loye of Gocl, asid ,( which is the cer- 
tain Evidence qf it) a folicitous Care to 
keep a Coufcieace void of Offeace to- 
^ war^s hiija a^d Men, we may be certaia. 
J^ ilxey b(^png aot rtP th,e Qatalqgue oi fun^ 

y^ damental 
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^ damtnial Errdtt. This bhedient Tempet k 
*<• the fnoft infallible Mark 1 know of an ^ 
** /i&e;^ax Man : Me that is indued with it, 
«* though he may erf, cannot be a Heretick. * 
And docs not the Scripture fiy, he that wxH 
do God's Mil, fhall know of the Dodritic, 
whether it be from Gbd Or not ? 

O 9h^, believe ihefe great Truths, that 
iinlefs a Man be bom again, be canmt enter 
into the Kingdofn of Heaven ; that tvithvuf 
Holintfs no Man fhatlfee the Lord. Believe 
k, the great Defigti of the Gofpel is to make 
vou gmd and holy here, that you may be 
Dappy hereafter .* 'Tis to fubdue your Lufb 
and Paflions, your evil Inclinations and Di^ 
pofitions ; 'tis to make you love God, and 
one another with all Sincerity, and to prac- 
tife accordingly J *tis to reftore you to the 
divine Image, to make you imitate God in 
all his imitable Perfedlions : By thefe Things, 
and thefe only, will you ihew that you are 
Chrifiiansy will you find Favour with God 
through Chrift, and obtain eternal Life : By 
thefe Things only can you recommend Chri-* 
ftianity, and be a Credit to it. O never 
load fuch who do thefe Things with opprobri^ 
ous Names, never make the Number of 
Chrift's true Difciples lefs than it is ; 'tis 
little enough already. By this you will do 
great Injuftice, as well as great Diflervice to 
Religion in general. Let fuch, whatever 
Names they oafs under, be the Perfons you 

deligbtfulli 
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4© Tragical Cbrifliamty^ &c. 
Jeligbtfully converfe noitb j Never be afliamed 
of them : Flee not thefe^ but the Vain and 
the Vile : Know no other Diftindion among 
Chriftians than the Virtuous and the Vicious^ 
Behave accordingly ; ihew on all Accounts a 
chriftian Temper j have your Converjdtion by 
the Grace of God : then diall you at laft have 
that welcome, that tranfporting Sentence, Come 
ye Blejfed of my Father^ inherit the Kingdom 
prepared Jor you, from the Foundation of the 
World', when all others (whatever they have 
valued themfelves upon, or placed Religion 
in) ihall hear that dreadful Sentence, Depart, 
ye Curftd, into everlafting Fire, prepared for the 
Devil and his A^elu 

FINIS. 
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PREFACE. 

M/n, Bretirm, and Cmntrjtuni 

\ V Heart's Defire, and my 
earoeft and amUsmtX 
Prayer to Ood ftw yon 
all, iv ^Bot you may all 
profper in this Wo«W, and he bredi 
thro' Chrift, in rf»t which is to«ome. 




In Confequcnce whereof, I cannot 
but ufe my beft Epdeavours, as a 
Paftor, and ae a Frieqd, to promptc' 
your prefeit and &ture lotereft, by 
adniing you to purfue Cich Ways as 
A 2 lead 
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lead to Peace and Happiness, as well 
as to the Food that is convenient for 
you, warning you againft the great 
Sin and Danger of making too much 
Pafte to be rich, • of fhutting your 
Ears againft the Voice of God and 
Nature^ of being deaf to the Com- 
plaints of fuffering Fellow-Greature% 
intent only on Plunder, and fo barba- 
rous and inhuman, as to take Ad- 
^«ge of the Diftreffes of thofe 
unhappy Sufferers, whofe Perfons 
and Effeds you fhould rather pro- 
te^ than violate. 

This is the Defign of the follow- 
ing Dicourfe, . penn'd under ^ the In- 
fluence of a warm Refentment of 
the Calamities which many poor 
' Souls 



Souls fufieredj ia the late dlfmal 
Weather^ the LaSh many hpnefl; 
Merchants fuftained by it, and the 
Teai^ of many Widows and Oij^ns 
which it cauied to £ow. 



And while the Heart is thus ten- 
der and compafHonate for the Mise- 
ries of £bme, it cannot but iwell 
with Indignation at the Barbarity of 
others, who are ever watchful over 
thofe Events, and ready to devour the 
fhatter'd Fragments of a jQupwredsi'd 

Velfel, e'er they be thrown upon 
the Shore. 

To fee diofe, who, from a Senle 
of the like Dangers and Suflerings, 
ihould, 'one would think, be always 

ready 



rtaiSj to aflift their D red ifc n,- in (a-' 
fing the fmaH Rciiiains of a broken 
Vcyage, rdb diem of thc.few Clothes 
and^iat Ikde Venture whkh a poor, 
half-drowned* Saiiof had ^/&o^af out vf 
the Watery at the Peril of his Life, 
toitfrem him -when afliore, and to 
cover Ksn^cd l^amiljr, that ha$ li^'df 
oil the Credit of his Wages, Which, 
perhaps, arc 16(1: with the ^ipj i$ 
enough to make the Stones upon thd 
Shore cry out, if Men were filent ; 

< 

and he that can he aa indifrcrcnt 

SpcdFator of a fihipwfecJc attended 

with fuch like Circumftances, as too 

often happen, muft be entirely void 

bf 1lte%ic)n ^nd Humanity,^ a Stian- 

gato every other Ufe ofI#w, and 

Juftice, and Companion, than to 
. -- break 
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break thro* them all, when they op^ 
pole his Appetite for Plunder. 

« ■ 

It has been my Lot to have lived 
many Years, in.fuch a Situation, gs to 
have been an Eye-Witnefs of ieveral 
Shipwrecks, and after repeated Ex- 
pollulations with mai^ of tiij 
Neighbours, in order to revive in 
them the natural Sentiments of Hu- 
manity, and ftir up the Principles dT 
Benevolence and Companion, * as 
well as Honefly, in their Hearts, I 
thought it my Duty to warn them 
from the Pulpit, to forfake a Prac- 
tiie which was become habitual^ 
and almoft general, and therefore 
looked upon as right and lawful by 
moft c^ them, till the late penal Law 

ihew*d 
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fhew'd them it was illegal, and that 
the OiFenders would be feverely pu~ 
nifhed. 



And now, when thofe who. were 
deaf to the Voice of Nature and Re- 

ligion> and wou d not apprehend the 
Keafbn of Things, began to liflen to 
Authority, when the Neceflity ap- 
peared from Terrors of an Ad of 

Parliament, threatening Pains, and 
Penalties, and Death ; and when the 
Lightning of the Sword of JufHce 
had pierced them, whole Hearts 
cou'd not be melted to Compaflion 
hy the moft complicated Scenes of 
Miiery ; this was a proper Seafon to 
enter the Lifts, and encounter the 
Prejudices and Paflions of Men, 

which 
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which had long blinded them 

againft the Truth ; that the united 
Terrors of prefent and future Ven- 
geance might engage them to 

hearken tq, the Voice of Reafbn and 
of God. 

And hoping from the Attention 

with which this Sermon was heard 

in my little Churches, that it had 

1-eached the Hearts of my Congre- 
gation, I was willing to be at 

fome Pains to revife it for the Prels, 
that its Influence might be more ex- 
tenflve, and be comniimicated to the 
neighbouring Parifhes, which are 
much more populous, and confe- 
quently more deeply interefted in the 

Advice. 

B And 



( IC ) 

And being feniible that the Ad 
of Parliament was not calculated 
only for this Neighboiifhood, but 
that the fame Spirit reigns along 
the Coaft, i rcfolved to make it as 
ufeful, by making it as general, as 
poflible. And I hope the well-di{pofed 
Gentry will promote the Defign, by 
dilperfing the Sermon among their 
Neighbours and Tenants on the Sea- 
Coaft, to try what may be done to- 
wards flopping the Progreft of an 
Evil generally complained of, and 
juftly ftyled in the Aa itfelf, « An 
** Enormity that is a Scandal to the 
« Nation." 

As ray Audience conf^fled chiefly 
of little Farmers and Fifliermen, I 

ij was 
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yvds iobliged to adapt my Diicourie 
to their iCa,pacity ; aod this, I pre- 
fume, is Jth.e comofion Standard of 
all concerned in this Advice: And 

if we can reclaim die Poor, in- 

r 

ftru£): the Ignorant, and make them 
keep at Home^ and forbear plun- 
dering, it is to he hoped the other 
Farmers and better Sort of People witt 
hot venture ; aild furely they ought 
to be adiamed to fend their Servants 
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and Teams upon the Strand, to 
fteal afld carry off other Mens Pro- 
perty : Men. who have Nothing will 

fomctiraes turn Thieves ; put they 
who have Property of their owp, 
ftiould not fet an Example that may 
•encourage others tp rob them. 

B 2 Beiides. 
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countenance any extortionate De- 

mand, much leTs go Sharm-mth 
fuch Men in the Spoils of the Unfor- 
tunate. Agents are Truftees for Ae 

• ■ » • - 

Merchants, to adjiift the Quantum, 
and in fome Cafes to appomt ,the 
Salvors ; and therefore 'tis td '' be 
hoped that they are Men of difin- 
tcrefted Honour^ and Probity^ gli^ 
of every Occalibn' • to encburaige 
Trade, and fheW the Integrity of 
llieir Hearts. If it'fliould fo Imp- 
pen tiiat Intereft /Kould be the pre- 
vailing l^rinciple with them, I can 
only lament the 'Misfortune, ' and 
obferve to them, that "mighty 
Robbers fhall be mightily tor- 
mented ; and let them look to' the 

Event. 

Thus 
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was by no Means a Native of this 
lilahd, or the Invention of our Coun- 
trymen, and then fubjoin fome Ex- 
tra£);s from the feveral Ads of Par- 
liament made for the Security of 
fuch Ships and their Cargoes ; that 
any of them may fee at their Leilure, 
and at one View, wh4t they are to 
expert as the juft Reward of their 
Iniquity, if they will not be per- 
fuaded to defrft from it. 
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Tl^e old and new Manner of Wreck at 
Sea, taken from the Perambu' 
lation of Kent, by William Lam- 
bard, of Lincoln* j-Inn, publijhed 
in the Tear 1 65 6. Page 3 07. 

1^ I N G William the Conqueror 
. granted to his Monks oS. BatteU^ 
Wreck of the Sea falling upon Deft- 
gemarifhi a Portion of JVye^ an(J 
willed further bjr his Charter of Do^ 
nation, that if iiiy F*ifii (called a 
Crafpeis, that is, . CrajQ^ Pifle, a great 
or royal Fifh, as Whales, or fuch 
other, which by the Law of Prero- 
gative pertain d to the King himfelf ) 

C ihould 
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ftould happen to be taken there, 

tt^t.tben the Monks fliould have it 
wholly- ; and if it fortuned to imve 
in any other Man s Land, (lying be- 
tween Horfmede and Withburm) that 
yet the Monks (hould enjoy the whole 
Tongue, and two third Parts of the 
Reft of the Body. 

" Now in the Reign of King Henry 
\a^ ^n, it;fortua d that a Ship laden 

with the. King's own Goods was. 
wrecked within the Precind of this 

liiberfy,^ which his Officers would 
have feized and &ved to his Ufe : 
But Geffray (tjien Abbot of BatteU) 
lyithftoi?!^ them, and that fo ftoutly, 
that the A^tter by Gon^laint came 

t® 
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a the King's own Hearing; who (to 
aake known how much fie vaKied 
ils Father's Grant) yielded the 
ifatter wholly into the Abbot's own 
Jourtefy. 

The lame Story obferveth a Thing 
ouching Wreck (or rather Varech, 
5 the Cuflom of NorhuMyy fromi 
<rhcnce it came, calledi^it) not un- 
^?orthy the Recital ; that isj- Aat of 
intient Time, if a Ship we¥e cift on 

Ihore, torii \^th Temjpeft, and hot 

epaired by ibcli as efeiiptd alive 

vithin a certain Time,- that th<ert 

:his w^ fekch for Wr^ck, and to 

jfed along- ^ei G5oaft. ) But Henry 
^iStf //^^ (faitb'the Bod^y difliktng the 

C a In- 
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Injuftice of tliat Cuftom, ordained^ 
that if from thenceforth any one 
Thing (being within the Veflel) ar- 
rived alive, then the Ship and 
Goods (hould not be feized for 
Wreck. 

This Decree had Force during all 
his Reign, and ought of Congru- 
ence to have endured for ever. How- 
beit, ajfter his De^th, the Owners of 
Land on the Sea-Shore, ihewing 
themfelves more careful of their own 
Gain, than pitiful of other Mens 
Calamities, returned to the old 
Manner. Which their unmerciful 
Covetoufhefs fas I fiippofe) provoked 
King Edward the Firfly hj the Sta- 
tute 
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tute (that we call Weflminfler the 
Firfl) to make Reftitution of King 
Henrys Law; which even to this 
Day remaineth in Force, nothing (b 
heavy againft fb poor Men (afHided 
by Misfortune of the Sea) as that 
former ill Ufage was, but yet (as 
die Matter is commonly ufed^ 
neither fo eafy as Chriftian Charity 
would, nor fb indifferent as the 
Laws of other Countries do, afford ; 
and therefore I will leave it a$ a 
Thing worthy (amongft others) of 
Reformation, when God fhall give 
Time. 
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immediately upon Demand deliver them to the 
Owner or Perfon authorized to receive them, 
or be liable to pay treble the Value, to be t^^ 
covered at Law. 

V, 

And if any Perfon fhall make or aflift in 
making a Hole in any Part of the Ship, or 
Ileal a Pump, or do any Thing tending to the 
immediate Lofs of the faid Ship or Veflel, or 
aid and aflift in fo doing, fuch Perfon is there- 
by made guilty of Felony, without Benefit of 
his Clergy. 

And this is a publick A£t ; and any Officer 
cF Cuftoms convidted of abufing his Truft by 
Fraud or Negle£t, fliall forfeit treble^Damages 
to the Party grieved, and be difabled* from 
fuch or any Employment in the Cuftoms. 

Provided this fliall not affeft the Rights of 
the Crown, or of Claimants under it^ or llords 
of' Manors, or any that have lawful Claims t^ 
Wreck Flotfym, Jetfum, or Lagan. 

In the 4tb Tear of George J/?, 

An Ad was made to enforce the aforelkid 
A6t, amd alfo to make it perpetual. 

Anno 26 Georoii Ildi. 

To plunder Ships in Diftrefs, or fteal, . take 
away, or deftroy any of their Materials or 
Go(iis when ftranded, wrecked or lofl:, .or hin- 
der 



det Min ftixh efcaping the DU^ of theSn^ 
or to pot otit falfe I^h^to bfitig them anai 
Danger, is Felony without their Clergy* 

Goodfli that At loftt ftnmded^ or caft Aihore ^ 
if ftofeor without ztf Circumftaiice <^ Crudty^ 
iif they are but of fmall Valuta the PeHaitf 
is the fame with that of Petty Larceny, 

Jttftioeis may iffic otit Warrants to feacdi M 
them when ftolen, and earned away ^ aadiiAo-^ 
ever conceals them, and they are found in their 
Poflcffion, nockavrng Iq^R^ht to keepf and 
with'hold Ihem; and not ddftrerihg them v^ 
or ffiving i* UaihoBtovf Axxidnahi how mOj^ 
came by elliini« ftall b^ iii^trifimed Gxb/b>tAs^ 
or pay'treUe did Vabdr 

V . ■ . ... . ■ . , 

. If Gtjbcb wci ofieredf tor Stde, that flR iaP 
pe£tcd tx>.be jbc^n fibm sWnedCy itmf ttM bife 
Kopc, and Nodde givci(< tor c Jtiftice or IM 
Vt»C6 i aod'if ^ef cmtm mAe obc thdr i^ 
fovf kt i!&ei»i- thevaib wBt- liditilnicd' to' ihv 
Owitarv Mdtiib<}#adik'SBi|»MbittttfikMMla^ 
or paf treble t!be vWMk 

. Fcffodft thab iM a VeKf 0r Good^ ibr thif 
Ownets, or tfaao' i^Eoam -wieMdidi Gooda am 
vrro^gfuttf SaiA or ooocealid^ ate entitled to if 
realbnable Reward, the Quantum to be aUftrflMA 
by the Jufticet, according to the 12 jfmue. 



Fublick Notice is to be gpven to the noet 
"*' ■ , <k Mayor, or Comooer, or Commif- 

D fioinen 




*ii\* 



doners '«f Land-Tax; and any fiv«: of them' 
are to appoint Salvors, and adjuft the Salvage/ 

Oath being made of Theft, or breaking open 
the Ship, the Eyatnination is to bef deliv^e^iea to 
the Cleiic x>f die Peace, and he istdproiecute^ 
or forfeits ioo7, 

Affaulting any Magiftrate or Officer in his 
Duty at &ch Time aad Occafion» is TcaA^jQr- 
tation for feven Years. 

All fierfons afleml^ed ^re to conform to the 
Orders of the Mafter, or other Officers or 
Owners, or Bcxfonsi employed by thenoi ; and in 
(^afe th^it; are no fuch Owners or Officers, or 
Deputy, appointed Sy them, dien itxc . thsy: to 
conform to the Orders of the Officers of 
CXiftoms 3 or if none, then tt> Exc^Offic^s ; 
then to the ^l^etiff) dc his Deputy:* -dien to any 
Ju(fice of -Bcacc y then to 'Mayors^ or chia 
Q£^cen8. of C^rp<u:ation&; thoG6iitters:Com« 
xnilTionefs of the Jjand-Tax ; chiefs Conftajble ; 
petty Conftable, xxro^O: Feaod-Officeis.;^^ zndznf 
Ferion knowingly and wiUuIlyradmg. coijytiw^ 
to their Orders, forfeits 5 /. to be levied 6y 
Warrant 'from a Jdftitae ^ and tfae'AA&f pfii^a 
jhn^^ and 4 Geo^J. ate 4n Force, 'jd3ac:^i»ni 
altered )p!y thk-A&^i but it> extcw^rii^ .^ 
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S E R if ON 

'•-i';R-E A fe ii £ S at ■ 

FLkiEt and Chickerel, 
ON f ii E 

Twenty-second bf'jCfemSSer, ''754* 

tin Occ^'h 6^ fevefai ^nips being a( Uut 
' TW6 «nlfi*d 0* fli6C6t«. 

■ A«T S mm: K 2i::i^d.»V ^ ■ ' 

IJiatid viai called Melita, 
Md til iafiartHs PtlfU jBlVid iu MUlikKIMf- 
1 tilfi:. Ft: th^ Undid /i.AijKd.riahxdih 

evety one, heeaide cf the frefent Jtaitt and be- 

■ ttifiifibtCM: ' ' ' ■ . 

. faeh Tiii^t at vjere necejfarj. 

rN thefe Wordrtlw fitra) Ifr 

I ftotiati gratefolly recoil die 

' human* tjiaMSeM St. PHI 

■ aaA Us Ctnaf^atm tm wkk 

likr && pr6Tidei>tal Ef<lip« £fom ^6 

BingSR eC th» Snr iii ib» RidatiDn 

Da whereof 




►-•V . * 



Wliereof there are CcvmX Hut^-^artlrf 
the Attention and Regard of all Men j but 
{Ntfdculaiiy of thofe who vje die Sea, or 
occupy their Buf&Ddk in ^eat ?i/\^ters> and 
of thofe who ^e fy tie Sta^Side, and of- 
ten fafb on Shore behold die dreadful Dan« 
ger and Pjftre&, whidi others tindergo^ 
Tb^ who gp down ta the Sqi in $faip$ 
may leara &oai iJiff. ?ffl^i^ <i:.w Apoftle 
how tb^f- oygl^ to. b^vc }; i(irl)<^ when 
ov^takm by a 8tdr4k «C 8«ft, inftrad of 

cui^^ the WiQd«(0]:-W4ves» qiranj^oh 

Language of HelU addoeiad -Umfdl' to 
God In Prayer, i» we -fini by. ^ Kveht. 
Ear aa AAgd iMtt dfi^Mtobed l»luf» m «he 
yifions of Night to eomfbrt and tilihrebini 

tliik bia^Piiayer; inttLliincdi imScitii towalsl^ 
him iImi Maiyiel: itt:^wlud»uiuft fteqpift 
(bflOJld. be afi(W!ii|j>}4^e4f JrlftI ^ IfN^ 
not. only: for )mi / «wn ■ tilfis-: but for the 
I4ye4 <Mf-aU ^iMti W«i» c(Qb«(ked>. in -iiiiA 
famedcroted Bottom jvlth-hiniii and' <iM 

Angel 



•• « 



( ^9 ) 

Angd aflintd him,: that tfa« Ship ibould 

indeed be loft, butnot t SoqI Mvid-^ 
riih vvith it} diat tfaty ibottld be caft tsftj 
upon an liland, but, iays he, Lo, God 
hath ^«m tbcc aU them, ^t 6B widi 
Aee ; tfaatis^ He nSUkkvt. thwli^et )a£,>!Mir 
IlBqiic&.; Hem l»f ifie J^ei^iqil jS(¥q^ §f 
ffryegt j|pj,; ^a^ |tablc JPrayq-, thfit /it(>iwpr 

dred 9f4 f?Bci«y^,P^oi» weiw.^?|^ 

ykmf >AI ;4vei ; ^-- -••^» ('•■./ r ■ . ■ ■ ?:t>.ii'l 



.A •■ 



, The> good and pioo^ ^poAle waa ,9f 

BtMSftkmci. and a. Defire rto. promote the 
Qiont of Gad bj ^ha.Converfioo oS.t9 
nmjr tft JU^iklAoqiiM^ fQMftioe tQ;%4 
aoiElaip4 cputrpiDvidimiUy^;vnrk.ittig^ 
fy> 01) tb»! Hmta; e£ alL tM irew-Fafr 
Udcers of it by his Means-i pA)dttdi^ in 
0iem a fincere Rf^nta&ce and Amend- 
ment 



t 
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ftmit of Life, smd FWth id that Redtemer 
^vrlioiii he prftadied and pAg^.tfe, and 
^ICbo ttoi thus mighQr to &re< : ' ; : 



« 1 



: Aa&Ao Dovbt but it ihad di&'defiired 
BflRtd Oft fiabftf <df the Fafliiigett::it wett 
U «h ilife IflAfldefb^ Bin K^etfi'jh th&Man- 
net^Saiviitidn W^ brbt^t j- bu^fiM-Esfp^^ 
riente teaches us, diai facU vf6tidMA Eie^->> 
H^ftrftftces Woik hot aliketli idH -'Fbi*#tc!)r 
Ihat Ihre and eoitVdtfe ivith Sea^^la^ Meii 
often obferve with Concern, ttett "ibdtiubi 
ay, who are ready enough to declare the 
Dailg«f8 they (tavie efcaficid, i^^ipt to 
fbfget the invlQbId Hiind ftfettfteif iR#ih<ie> 
ftve them j aiid thtis an AA-oMOftfey, tftl 
tended to fofleir^thdr Miijdf tbdl jvddai^ 
pious Aa» of Gfattcttdi^ !»' <ttt«te4iiiiio aft 
OeoieoA of h4fdenii% tfaeaari|i iitcfi Sim, 



Cod> . 
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iudi is the Beceitfblne& of Sin^ that 
when it is grown into an Habit, it vnH 

defeat even die Pprpoi^s of Heaven for 
our Good/ a^nd liarden a Man's Hc^art ibt 
more for its having beeii once melted B/ 
t)ie Beams of Mercy, tempting Men to 
€X)ntinue in it, that Grace may abound. 
A fad Symptom this of a Soul mortffied 
and dead in Tre^afies and Sins ! And thofe 
whom Mercy cannot reclaim, what can 
awaken but die, terrifying Flames of IfcU i^, 
86 that it greatly concerns aH fiich Pei^nft- 

to beware how they contract an lh\M of 

• • » # • 

anrKind of Vice, left h dfcflity tKat Ten- 
deme& of Heart br which the Goodnefi 
of Opd lea£ m to 'Repentance and Salya^ 
tion. 



Another Tkh^ xemackable m thia He* 

latioo is» "Hie. DuQr of all Seana^a ia a 

Stona^ with Regain^ to the Shi]{> and tiiofe 

that 
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tbe 3fl wim tiiem : They are obliged to 
■K Agk bcib EAdeBPODit fbr die c(»nnK>ii 
Good asd Safety of die Whole. Too 
BHSj are like St. PauPs Mariners, fbr 
iO B<^^^*ftg Nobody's Safe^ btxt dieir own; 
sad, when Danger pcefles hard upon them, 
meanlj contrive to efiape, and leave the 

re& to die Mercies of die Sea, vfaich of- 
ten proves leis crad than dioiS: vdio had 



;-.-4« *««.««^<i ^** 



Tkcfe \faa had aa Ejc to- the Boa^ 
aDlpnrateif knadial k into the Sea, ua» 
4er Reicaoe of moodi^ the $hip» but 
vkhaViewto lease it and vow Aihet^: 
Vhidi Pa/ perceifingi told the c«m> 
mamUng 0&er» dot if he fiifiied them 
to leare die Ship, their Lives would be in 
Danger; fince dum^ Frondence had en- 
gfigad to protoft them, yet not laMibttt 
the CniirHtinn .of thdr tieft.Bfidciivooa^ 
ast to five Ibne that dkc^nft ottf^ 

perifh, 
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periih, it w»$ pot to ftve thofc ooly vbo 
WQvdd h^re all the rdd deftroyed. 

At fuch a perilous Time, when there is 
Need of all the Care and Skilly the 
Strength and Courage of Men, they aire 
riot to tempt God by widiholding the Ufe 
of any poffible Means, or giving them!-* 

(elves up to an idle Defpondency j finee 
this not only defeats the Succours that Rea^ 
(oh would ofier, but is prefiuning on z 
Miracle for their Deliverance* God often 
concurs with Men, and makes ufe[of them 
AS 9rdii|afy M§im o£ ecQQWplifluag his 
F^rpol^i giving th«qi Pjwfrnce of Mui4» 

Meafures to eflfed their Safely, dirai^^ 
them to a proper Place for it, a Creek 
or Bay with a bold Shore, where diey 
may force their Velfel aground and get iafe 
to Land. And would Seamea enfure the 
Btefimg of <j6d in a St6rm» it muft be 
ifene by joining their Prayers with ihxSt 
Udk £iukaviWFS> cmiling m/0#d's Helpt 

E yet 
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yet working with it 5 and this is the fureft 
Means to gain that Prefencc of Mind and 
Power of Aftion fo neceflary on thofe 
preffing Occafipns. 

■ 

The next Thing obfervable is the Duty 
of thofe who live by the Sea-fide, and fre- 
quently behold the Danger and Diftrefi.of 
their Brethren 5 and that is, Compaffion, 
Afliftance and Relief according to their 
Abilities. 



This is the pure Didate of unbiaffed 
Nature, and therefore one would think 
Ihould need no Arguments to recommend 
or enforce it. 

tven thefe barbarous People, as they 
were called by the Greeks and Romans^ 
not for being cruel, but uncivilized and 
Strangers to the Polity of Greece and 
Rome : They called all Men Barbarians 

but 
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but themfclves. Even thefc Men, Bar- 
barians, had a quiets Senfe of others Mi* 
feries, and felt flrong Compaffion for 

Strangers and Foreigners. 

Pure and fimple Nature, till it is cor- 
rupted. by a fordid Appetite for Gain, is 
full of Benevolence and tender Senfations 
of others Woes. To fee our own Image, 
and our other felf, ftruggling with Difficul- 
ties, and in imminent Danger of perifhing, 
has fo commanding a Power over our na- 
tural AflFefiions, that we cannot forbear to 
fympathize v^ith the Sufferer j Nature 
works fo powerfully in this Cafe, that we 
may be even faid to relieve ourfelves from 
a painful State of Mind by relieving him. 

And this Sympathy or Fellow-feeling is 
fo deeply rootied and rivetted in our Nature, 

that it requires Time and Pains to be di- 

yefted pf it. Tis an inbred Affection of 

£ 2 the 



(3M 

the Soul diut fieWs frotti Benc^olenoii and 
naturally feels for othersj and inclines ut 

to. do them good, unkfs it be j^nreited 
by the Force of Habit^ or foifi^ odiet 
Power, which can warp the Mind and alter 
Its Diipofition : Pradife bnl]f cteTecontile 
us to die vnwelcome T«& of pkinidiuig 
oth«i3| even for. their Goodi. . _ 



, t 



Seif-k)ve is indeed th6 ^jraad. Pcmdpit 
of human Adions, but Unless that felBHk 
AScGdon be correded Ih^ univedal Seas^ 
volenoe, weihall not ptily ]^ <Hiii|ited to 
deftreiy the Peace of SocieQr^ but dUb loft 
the better Half of our ^ym Hiaji^indls » 
Life ; .iiix» the gofo^ Mote certaiisl^ de^ 
rives as much HeaiEiire.fbem tojddfi^^ ai 
receiving Benefits, 

.•■•-"''■'■ 

. 'Ti« ia ^ontraavd Taatvw Sbtil }tim %^ 

not «actend stftflf to «n»brab6 « lyferin^ 
^othtt^ ^d 'tis a ftrdW t)ruli& T«m^ 

that 
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that caa look <m others. Miieij trith ail 
iviJ Eyej tftid eiult and triumph o^ it. 
SuMih: « T^aper «» this betA evtr htan th* 
Soorh atid Contempt cf all M«h in all 
Ages of die Wbrld, who have ever lotted 
vftoa the Adterdteft and Icdioipit^)te as 

MboAert, Wfld Beails and Enoniek $» 
flailiankilid> *Qtie <f the fnoft juidettt 
m/di fn^ cileetded bf all &e Headiti^ 
WriteiS) M^bofeWorks am dbtivtteddDimiD 
tnir Tiluet^ grres isanjr admitdble Maidatt 
Ivlatih^ tb the Dvij «£ £b4>itBlify, and 
jtrandsfevcral People •f-iiir iDifi-egswd tb 
jL And the fiariadan^ iki a^ Test} had 
not yet f^Mitbd fvom the Rules «f af; 
which ind heen tftabtiihed jfor fniny Agos 
among Ih^ neighbooring Natiohs of the 
Gnm^t (whofeDefeetMbntb probably thi^ 
ivere) for thejr ^e«»ied a mkdy abd tsefil^ 
]4«7 KittdtitlB M tfaSV rni(iAi^a3 Cbmpatiy 
Ift £fflh«fs, *« lattdfii% a Fife, attd xeceir- 

*« it% 

' ^ /fowr, f The Cyclops and the Pbceacians. 
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^^ ing every one becaufe of the Rain and 
V the Cold." Befidcj, it was the received 
Notion in Ae more early Ages, that An- 
gels Or Gods» as the^Heathen called them, 
fame often in Difguife like needy Tra- 
vellers, to take Inipe^Uon of human Af-* 

fairs and human Condud:; to be Witneiies 
of the Violences Men committed,, or the 

Juftice and Humanity they obferved : And 
ivhat the Headiens only feigned we know 
to have really happened in the Account 
Mofes has given us of the Dcftruftibn of 
Sodom. And the oldhoneft Heathen al- 
ready mentioned, die beft of ancient Poets^ 
to imprefs a Reverence for Strangers, and a 
folemn Regard to Laws of Hofpitality^ often 
repeats fuch Expreffions as thefe; 



*«■» 



Strangers and Supf^licanti comejrom Heaven^ 
and eviry prudent Man looks upon a Guejt 
and a Supplicant as bis own Brother • - Atid 
their general Pradtife, which v^s governed 

by thefe Maxims, is a Reproach to iuch 

pre- 



k 
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|)rctendcd Chriftians as have fcarce any 
Footfteps of that Virtue leift among diem^ 
though it be ftrongly urged and recom- 
iiicnded by the Word of God, and by the 
fame Motive that induced others to ob- 
fcrve it, namely, a Senfe of their ovrn 
Weaknefs and Want of Affiftance *• 

But the Son of God is the brightcft 
Pattern of Benevolence, who in Pity to 
our Infirmities took upon him our Nature^ 
and endured even the Death of the Cro&, 

the moft ignominious Deaths for our Sakes. 
And is it poflible for Chriftians to think of 

what 

♦ Non ignara maU tmfirit fuccwrr$re difco^ fays VlrglL 
That is, I leam by fiiffering to pity others and affift 
them, which is equal to an ExpreiSon of HMmr in 
th^ Perfixi of Menekus: And God himielf a(es the 
fame Argument to enfojrce his Precept of Mercy of the 
IfroiUtet: Love ye the Strangers^ for ye were Strangers 
in the Land rf Egyft. (Deut. x. 19.) And the Apoftlc 
Paul charges the Hebrews not to forget to entertain 
Strangers, but to pity and affift them that fufier Ad* 
yeriity, as being themfelves alfo in the Bo^y or fiune 
fsaSl State, fubjeft to all that can befal Mankind* 
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wkat Chrift did and fuffcred on their Ac« 
counCt and yet difregard h|s great Pre* 

cept of Love and ChaFir)r> fe as not to have 
(Qounon Humanity one fer another ? Is 
thi$ to ad; like Chriilians^ to be Brethren, 
to be Members one of another^ united to 
Chrift our Head ? The Voice of Nature 
and of Grace cries out in Behalf of Mercy, 
and he that pan behold others Mif^ry with- 

p^t a cpmpifiionate Senfe of it, is £9 i^ 

from being of a chriftian Tamper, tb»t h$; 

is Ids than Man , has loft all that is tender 

and merciful in Huoutn Nature, is (lead tp 

eveiy Sentiment of Bea^evolence, and hz$ 

£>rgpt the many Esdiortations of the Spirit 

of God to Brotherly Love, die Bleffings 

God hath promifed to. the Merdful, 

and die Judgment dienounced againft aU 

diem that ihut up dieir Bowck of €019- 

poffiott from dicm : ?^y Jbail have Judg- 

ment toitbouf Mtrcy, w^ f,g^ fif^^d m 

^^*ny, j[Jam.ii. 13.) 
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I &y not this to accufe any one here of 
h barbarous a Diipofition as to refufe AfHA-; 
ance to the Diftrefled. 

To do all Men Juftice, I muft own, 
that I know no one in this Neighbourhood 

that is not induftrious on all Occaiions to 
fave the Lives of them that are caft on 
Shore : But there is a Pra<aife that is of too 
near an Affinity to it, from which very 
few in the Compafe of my Acquaintance 
in thefe Parts can fairly be acquitted s ^nd 
it has a long Time almoft univerfally pre- 
vailed along the Sea-Coaft, though it be 
univerfally detefled and c!omplained of faj 
every thinking Man, and that is, plunder- 
ing the Ship3 that are flranded of that 

which might be faved for the Merchants 

and Owners, 

This has been long looked upon ^s a 
Thing right and lawful to be done by them. 

F who 
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who received it from their Forefathers, and 
pradifed it betimes. And indeed, nothing 
can reconcile an Aft fo vile, fo fordid and 

fo fhocking to any one's Reafon or Gonfci- 
cnce, but the Frequency of committing it. 

Ufe and Cuftom can alone fo alter the 
\/ippearahce^ though not the Nature of 

Things, as to make fome Men call Evil 
Good, and Good EviU Cuftom and Prac- 
tife they foolifhly imagine to be capable of 
giving them a Right and Title to whatever 

they can pillage from a Shipwreck, though 
it is expreflly contrary to Reafon and Re- 
ligion, and the common Sejifc of Man- 
kind. It is unhappily true that Cuftom 
does encourage though it cannot excufe 
Men in doing what is wrong. Example is 
a powerful Thing, and it were greatly to 
be wifhed that the Examples for public 
Worlhip, Virtue, Goodnefs, Serioufnefs, 
ard every Qusility to Society, were more 

numerous 
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numerous among all Ranks of Men than 

it is to be feared they are. 

• • • \ • 

• We can't well fuppofe the barbarous 
People in the Text to have reaibned in 
the Manner fome Men now do ; for they 
not only fupported and entertained that 

numerous Company while they waited for 
a Paflage into Italy^ but when they de- 
parted they laded them with fuch Things 
as were neceflary for their Voyage. 

Thcfc ignorant but honeft People knew 
no Right they had to enrich themfelves 
by other Mens Misfortunes, but thought 
themfelves obliged to aflifl: and provide for 
them, and to put them in a Capacity to 
retrieve what they had loft. They rightly - 
judged that the Time of Diftrefs was the 

proper Seafon for CompaJJion^ not for Spoil 
and Rapine 5 and thought it unworthy of a 
rational Creature, to add Grief to Mens 
A^fcry, to vex the wounded, and contribute 

F 2 tQ 
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ta the total Ruin ef immediate Sufferers j 
to ailifl the Tempeft and the Storm^ and 
be more cruel than Wind or Waves, or 
Rocks, by carrying off what thofe not 
more inlenfibic Enemies had left* 

Nay, we haire known more barbarous 
and illiterate People than thefe, &e very 
native Indixtns of Virgima^ ofe all pofiible 
Hofpitality and Civility to Perlbns in Di^ 
ftrefs. 

Witnefs Ae Narrative cif Colonel Nor^ 

noGod^ which he has left lis of his unhappy 
Vcyage thither, A. D. 1649, who was 
left afhore on a defblate Ifland oh that Coafl, 
and at laft difcovered by a Fijfherman from 
the Continent, who, when the Colonel and 
his Companions were juil ready to perifh 
by Cold and Hunger, carried them over in 
kis Canoe to his own Hut, and received 
Jthem with fo many Circumftances of fx^Qk 

tender 



tender Compaffion, that the Relieved could 
never forget, nor c^er ceaie to he duuikful 
to God for fuch unexpeded Deliverance. 

The R^Enembranee ^Thereof ptve the 
Colond jttft OG(»tfion to re{>roach rhis 
Countrymen, who, he fitya, of -thai 9!jme^ 
were (b deaf to iU ilie Cnes of unfiMtimate 
Sailors that fu&red ShipwRck, that, fin- 
fteadof aifording'them Succour^^dftey would 
icize on their Goods, (if not difpatch their 
PeribnSy to prevent Coniplaints) as (heir 
propcrP^qvufites, wfaidi the Waves wuU 
call upon the Shore £»r their'right Owners.' 
And the better to entitle themfelvjes tpihis 
Kind of Rapine, they wickedly called fuch 
deviliih Acquefts by the facred Name of 
God^s Goodsy profaning and blafpheming 
that holy Name at die fame Time that they 
violated all the Laws of Hofpitality-and So- 

xacty* 

^* Whereas 
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«« Whereas our charitable Hoft, fays he, 

** influenced only by Nature's Law, with- 
«* out the leaft Shew of coveting any Thing 

•• we had, or Profpedt of Requital in fu- 

** ture, did not only ufe us kindly and 
^^ tenderly as to Food and Blaiment, but 

** did alfo with as much Honefty fecure for 
*' us our imall Store of Guns, Powder, &c. 
•* as if he had read the Dudes of the Gof- 
•* pel; or had given his only Child as a 
** Hoftage, to fecure his dealing juftly with 
** us : So that I can never fufficiently ap- 
** plaud the Humanity of this Indian, nor 
*« the Contentment I enjoyed in his Cot- 
" tage, and the plentiful Repafts with which 

** he treated us." He then proceeds to 

« 

Ihew the great Kindnefs they all received 
from the good-natured King of that Place, 
which was fuch as the bcfl: bred Monarch 
in Europe .could not exceed in Generofity, 
though -he might in DeKcacy ; for he took 

aU 
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all imaginable Care to feed and warm them 
all, and found Means to have them all con- 
duced fafe to Virginia., 

But to come nearer Home ; no Nation 
ever made a better Figure in Hiftory than 
our Anceftors the Germans^ for Good-na-» 
ture and Hofpitality. Cafar fays * of the 
Germansy that they efteemed it a great 
Crime to hurt or offend a Stranger, on 
whatever Account he came to them, but 
they p^otefted their Perfbns, as facred, ftqpi 

all Violence, and their Houfes were ever 
open to them, and all they had was free 
for their Ufe and Refreihment. And the 
Old Englijh Hofpitality wa^ famous even to 
a Proverb, and came up not only to that 
of the ancient Greeks^ but almoft even o£ 
the Patriarchs themfelves. Good-nature is 
a Quality, I had almoft faid, peculiar to 
the Engli/h ^yZt leaft, fo peculiar, that as a 
noble Writer obfcrves, there is no Wor4 

for 

♦ D« Bell. GaU. C. «. 
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fix* k in any other Language* Such is an 
Ef^li/bman by his natural Di^rafiuon. And 
hath Chriftianity, which refined the moft 
favage Tempers, had a quite different Ef- 
fedt on ours ? Is it calculated to mend bad 
Manners, and does it turn good ones into 
bad ? Surely ye have not £> learned Chrift 

as to unlearn the Didates of Nature 
and of Reafbn. If lb, ye have been 
taught the Truth to very bad Purpofe. If 
the Light that hadi ihined upon your 
Hearts from the glorious Gofpd of Chrift, 
that Sun of Righteoufnefs, and Image of 
God, be turned into Darknefs, how great 
is that Darknefs ! 

A wicked and abandoned Chiiftians 

m 

who, to put on Chrift, liatfa put off human 

Nature, is a Monfier beyond Ccxnparifon, 

or even Imaginatioii* So that whoever he 

be who under that facred Qiarader breaks 

dm>u^ the eternal Laws of Nature and 

Equi^, 
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Equity^ hath denied the Falth^ and is worfe 
^n an Infidel s and rather than live among 
fuch abandoned People^ who hate to be re- 
formed, I would take up the lamentable 
Wifli of the Prophet, and fay : Ob that I 
bad in tbe Wildernefi a Lodging-^place rf 
Htoayfaring Metiy tbat I mgbt kave tins 
People^ and go frtm tbent. 

But becaufe many pretend to juftify their 
Right to what the Sea has thrown afhore, 

let it belong to whom it will; I defire they 
would reflefl; a little with me on the Nature 
and Reafon of the Thing. 

A Merchafit freights a Ship with the 
Manufadures or the Produce of this Ifland 
to a foreign Country, or perhaps to fome 
Sea-port in our own; entruftinghis Proper- 
ty in the Hands of Strangers, who under- 
take to deliver it (God willing) to his Com- 
mifllon, and, perhaps, to bring back the 

G Return 
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Return in foreign Commodities, and land 
it in fome Port at Home. The Weather 
proves bad, or the Ship leaky, or the Sea?^ 

men miftake in their Reckoning, and they 
are forced afliore before the Voyage is com*' 
l^etedi There it lies, till the Couiitry tak« 
the Alarm o£ a SbipaJhon^^nAhB,ppyli 

he that comes firffi with his ; Bag and his 
Hatchet, to cut and carry off what he can 

pome at of the Cargo oi' Materials of the 

Ship; Now as parallel Lines fhcw the 
Rectitude of e^ph other^ fp parallel Cafe$ 
iiluifarate onp anothers Truth and Certainty. 
Hear ye then the Parable of ; the Landr 
Merchant. A Farmer fends his Servants to 

a di^ant Market-Town with a Load of 
Wheat; The, Roads are bad^ pr the Sep*- 

yants carebfs, and the Waggon breaks 
down or overiets upon the Journey} and 
the People, that live in diat Parifh, where 
this Accident happens> take it in their 
Heads to think they may lawfully feize 

upon 
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ttpon the Corn, and convey it Home fbt 
their own Ufe ; nay, Horfes, Waggon 
and all, and poffibly too, knock the Wag^ 
goner on the Head, to fecare them from aa 
Afier^reckoning. Surely one muft cofli- 
dude them to be a Set of Villains and cruel 
Thieves* And yety as N4aban faid to 
David, thou art the Man. /Tis not left 
a Robbery by Sea than Land, and the 
Felon in either Cafe deferves the fktat 
Sentence. \ 

But fuppofing an Agent fhould be ap**- 
pointed by the fuperior Officer of the 
Ship, or of the Cuftoms; in his Steady 
and he employs £o many Men as he 
judges fafficient, to fave the Goods and 
the Ship for the right Owners j and they 
undertake the Charge, upon Promife of 
fufficient Reward for their Care and Pains. 
Now fhould any of thofe Salvors fecretly 
take to themfelvcs any Thing of Value, 

or give a Hint to their Confederates to 

, carry 
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carry off any of it, and convey it away ta 
a fecret Place, to the Detriment of the 
Owners, what Character does fuch a one 
deferve, and what Recompenfe? 'Tis 
not only a notorious Breach of Truft, but 
the Law fays he is a Felon, and deferves 
a Felon's Puniftunent. This is plundering 
as it were by Authority, to ileal under 
ihe Cloak of a Salvor. I ihall,. therefore, 
take the Liberty to propofe another Parable^ 
to convince you of the Villainy of fuch 
Perfons. 



A Farmer's Houfe and Barn take Fire 
in his Abfence, and his Neighbour, either 
voluntarily, or at the Entreaty of his 
Wife, comes in to aiHft in putting it out, 
but Ipying fome Things of Value, and 
of eafy Conveyance, thrown about in the 
Hurry, thinks it no Harm to pocket and 
fecure them ; and if he can do it without 
being caught or difcerned, thinks them 

his 
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his own, and all is well : Others^ when 
his Goods are thrown into the Yard out of 
Reach of the Fire, take them as their 
own^ and carry them Home or hide them. 
What do you iay fuch a Salvor deferves 
for his Pains, or fuch induftrious honeft 
Neighbours ? Is this fair or equitable 
Dealing ? Is this doing as we would be 
done by? 

Nay, if Goods are cafi: Aihore, and the 
Ship deftroyed by the Violence of the Sea,' 
whoever tdces them away and conceals 
diem, and they are found in their Pof-. 
leflion, not having a legal Right to keep 
and with-hold them, I fuppofe (by hot 
publickly declaring what and where they 
are) fhall be impriibned £bc Months, or 
pay treble the Value. If you find any 
Thing of Value on the Highvray, it does 
not thereby become your Property, till ye 
have had it cried in the next Market* 
Towns, and kept it a Twelvemonth with- 
out 
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Mt any Oakttant appearing to make good 
Itts Right J and if you difpofe of it with-* 
out this Proccfi, the Owner may profe- 
cute yoiz as if you had not come honeftiy 
by^it. This is, I Aink, Ae Senfc of the 
Nation concerning the Iniquity of thia 
Praftife, however right and equitable 
Ibme People may efteem it, only becaiifb 
they are Gainers by it : So that all fuch 
Plunderers ftand condemned ia the Judg- 
ment of the World, and deferve to be 
feverely punifhed. 

. • » 

It is a melancholy Truth, that Religion 

takes too flender Hold of moft Men, and 

■.*"■ , .... 

lieafon and Conicience have in great 
Meafure loft their Nadve Influence upon 

dieir Minds } but eipecially on thofe, who, 

♦ ■ . . * 

cither through Lazinefs or X40oreners of 

Life, have their daily Bread depending on 

ihsk Fingers Ends, and therefore feek it 

on the Seashore, or any where, rather 

than 



k 
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4ian by honeft Labour and Induftfjir i fb 

that it was high Time far the Legiflature^ 

to confult the Good of the Community^ 

by denouncing Vengeance againft thofir 

vrho would not be awed by the moft 

iacred Tyes. Such IVfen as will not con- 

^vm to the Rules and Maxims of Society^ 

^nd good Government^ are Objedts of 

3iational Refentment s and this Sort of 

JMen having long committed Outrages of 

'^s Kind with Succefs and Impunity^ 

Slave at Length fb corrupted the Manners 

«f their Neighbours, that Men who /hguld 
Jbiow better began to view thefe A<^s of 
IPraud and Violence in a favourable Lightt 

through an evil Eye of Covetoufhefs^ and 

• ■*"'» 

thought it no Harn^ to be Partakers, with 
tibem in their Sin^ by being Partakers with 
them in their Spoils^ 

It therefore became the Wifdom of the 

: ■ ..... . • 

State to flop the Progreft of fo prevailing 

aCuf- 
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a CuAom, by the timely Severity of a 
penal Law, which may reach the Hearts, 
and ftop the Hands of bold and defperate 
Villains, whom no Tyes of Confcience, 
no Laws of Juftice, no Fear of Things? 
unfeen could reftrain, and ^e a feafonable 
Check to thole who were in Danger of 
being corrupted by them* Halters and 
Gibbets are calculated for the daring and 
the thoughtless, but they work powerfully 
on all Complexions, and make Men begin 
to number tbeir Days and look to their End^ 
that they may no more dd amils, but 
apply their Hearts unto Wifdbra* If 
therefore any of you, my Brethren, have 
been formerly led away by Example^ 
and unwarily engaged in this enormous 
PraAife, which would be a Reproach to 
any Nation, much more to one £o well 
governed as well as reformed, let it no 
more be faid that you are ia Scandal to 
your Country, left it Ipuc you^ out as 
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t _ 

unworthy itt Society. To, this End^ be 
advifed in Time to fhun both the Pangcr 
and the Infamy of this Praftife. Be very 
cautious of your Behaviour, and be not 
tempted by the Appearance of Profit to 
forego your Credit, and rifque your Lives 

*and Fortunes. 

Be not eaftly tempted to pafe much 
beyond the Boundaries of your own Pariih 
.on fuch an Occafion ; and then, if any 

Shipwreck ^ould happen "within your 
Diflrid, you may expe<St, upon behaving 
choncftiy, and being true to your Truft, to 
be generally die Perfons employed by the 
Agents to fccure them; There is fcarce 
a Pariih upon the Coail but what has 
Hands enough in it to &¥€ all that can be 
faved out of ajiy Wreck ; and for Men of 

diftant Pariflies to fly Miles toward one, as 
fo many Vultures to a Carcafs, is mean 
and fordid, (hews a hungry covetous Tem- 

H per, 
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per, and no good Dilpofitlon to be 
honeft* 

Let the idle Wretch, that is bufy and 
earneft to defcry from every Eminence a 
Ship in Danger, and whofe impious Heart 
exults whenever he beholds one ftrike, 
and oppofes his own moft wicked Defire 
to the Prayers of the popr unhappy 
Mariners, cxpedling with all its Hor- 
rors a, dreadful Death, which he, 
amazing B^barity! wiihes may be their 
Fate : Let fucb a ane he foremoft on 

the Beach to fliare the inglorious Spoil, 
and let him in the End npieet with his juft 
Demerit j for God himfelf bath declared, 
that "all fuch as are glad at Calamities fhall 
" not be unpunifhed :" {Prov. xvii. 5.) But 
let all that hope for Mercy at the Hand 
of God;^ meet their fufFering Brethren 
with open Arms, and fave theni and what- 
ever belongs to them frpni tl^e Sea ; and 

whatt 
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'Whatfoevcr the Sea throws up, fave it 
with as faithful au Heart for the Ufe and 
Benefit of the Owners, as if it were your 
own: And this you may well do, con-; 
fidering that the Merchants feldom grudge 
an ample Reward for Salvage, if it be 
done fairly, and without Marks of Spoil and 
Rapine i and they will make it well worth 
your while to be both careful and honeft. 
But if you ileal one Half, and iave the 
Reft, you injure both the Revenue and 
the Merchant's Trade, by vending it with- 
out Duty, and at a low Price, and deferve 
to be treated as the worft of Cheats, and 
Pirates on the Shore. And while fame 
are prompted by their Idlenefs and their 
Wants, pr inftigated by the Devil, to ac-* 
company him in his Rounds, when he 
walks to and fro upon the Earthy feeking 
whom he may devour, let the honeft and 
induftrious Labourer keep at Home with 
his Mafter in his conft^jxt Employ, and 

H z he 
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fie fhall Adt waftt ft Reward to fupport 
hlmfelf and hii Family, n6r the Good- 
i^ll of hi§ Maiter's for being mindful of 
his Bufinefsi and tender of his Cattlei nor 
the Credit and AfiFedion of hil Neigh^ 
hours, to ailift him in Sicknefs or Necef- 
iities, nor the Bleffing of God on hie 
Itioneft Induftryi and his Peace upon his 
Mind. This is infinitely better than to 
be fhun'd and - avoided as a Thief and a 
Robbers for he that will be fuch oa 
Board a Ship, or on the Shore, will be 
£>inthe Barn uponOccafion; and who 
l¥il| be ;ivilling to employ fuch a Servant ? , 

Befides. confider what an indelible 

Mark of Infamy this Pradife will 

bring upon you in the Sight of all 

Nations, who will look upon you 

ias the I^lldi and Scum of xht whole 

People that is fettled all along the Shore; ' 

and will dreaid td approach your Coaft, 

being induced to iky of ycfar z$ J^aimm 

did" 
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did of the Men of Gezar, *• Surely the 
«< Fear of God is not in this Place* and 
*^ they will flay us for our Cargo's Sake*". 
Far be it from any of you, my Brethren, 
to countenance a Pra^e fo jufUy reproach- 
able ;. give no Occafioq to any one here-* 
after to fufpeSi you of it 5 but let it be pub- 
Hckly known by your kind Behaviour to 
People in Diftrefs, and by your pundual 
Fidelity to your Truft, and your Honefiy 
in returning every one his Due, that ye 
are influenced and governed by a better 
Principles by a liv^y Senfe of an all"^ 
feeing Eye, whidt over-awes you, and 
keeps you harmlefe in all your Ways 5 and 
that ye live under the fttre Appreheniioa 
of accounting to a juft and terrible God 
for every A^on of your Lives, and every 
fccret Thingp whether it be good or evfl* 
Let it appear to die World, that ye hold 
the Faith pf Chrift in the Bond of Trudi, 
and in Peace, and in Righteoufneis of 
Life : That yt are willing and ready to 

provide 
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proidde Things honeft in the Sight of ^11 
Men^ and to ufc Holpitality towards Men 
of all Nations without grudging: That 
ye arc tihie true Defcendants of thofcL 
worthy Men, whofe Houfes were ever 
cpca, and Hearts ready, to embrace the 
Stranger and the Supplicant, as their own 
Brethren j knowing that Grod hath made 
of one Blood all Men that live upon &e 
Face of the whole Earth. Be not forget- 
ful or backward to entertain Strangers^ as 
well out of a Principle of chriftian Cha* 
rity, which is kind and courteous to all, 
and feeketh not her own, but the Good 
of iiiany, as from a Senfe of God's per-^ 
mitting fome to fuffer, for a Proof of our 
Love to him and Faith in his Word. 
And though I have no Authority to fay 
there ever was an Angel (hipwreck'd to 
try the Tempers of any People, (and yet 
methinks the Inftance ef an Apoftle in 
the Text comes up very near to fuch an 
one, and might probably be deftined by 

Provi- 
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Providence to try and to reward their liof- 
pitablc Difpofition) yet this I may fafely 
aver, that every fuch .Objeft of our 
Pity and Relief, is in Fad: and Reality a 
Trial of our Virtue, as much as if he 
were an Angel in Diiguife lent for that 
very Purpofe : And if we receive them as 
we ought, in the Name and for the Sake 
of Chrift, whole Brethren they are, we 
fliall in no wife lofe our Reward. 

But if, inftead of comforting them in 
their Diftrefs and relieving their NeceflitieS, 
we rob them of that which the Sea, not 
fo cruel to Men as they to one another, 
hath Ipared ; or if inftead of aflilling the 
honeft Merchant in recovering all we can 
from the. Bofom of the Deep, which de- 
vours all without Remorfe or Diftindlion, 
we truft in the Fruits of Wrong and Rob- 
bery, and enrich our Houfes with the 
Spoils of the Unfortunate ; we provoke 
God to withdraw his Bleffing and Pro- 
tection 



,hid. done <*. «»*« 



^Ue do'" '^'l„ .finM the Sea. «« 
and Pirate* »s uvc^i 



ana j^ *^-- ■ ' 

of the Indttteio<«- 



ri^«o»B Ve»ge«>ce ^»',j^^,«^. 

Id *c« Cb«»be« ^ ^''^^^ ^a U^ 
S«>„« ft«dl cry ""^^""^-a T«»b«' «^' 

»t«t it* feyng • ^^ Bioed. apd b.s 
.. bottdcth his Hoafc «>« 

.. Roofs by In>4'"«y- 

AH Riches gpt by fu^ i^.'^ttf 
wai be no Support to yoo »» "^ ^^^^ 
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Need, but \^ill % zWay Spam-'yaa in the 
Day of God-s Wrath^ m at ktft wilt k^ 
as a cbead Weight upon ydnr Cbnfinencea, 
to fink you uaiQo the Fh of Perdition ; will 
xaakc y6u no Friends ta reeenre- you when 
you hA, and go doxt a to &d Prifon of tl^ 
Grave ; but \idlt appear as^ ^ Witfiefs ag»nft 
you at the Bar &f divine Juftlee, in thfc 
great EJay of* Reckoning an^ Retribuliea. 

Let me, dierdfore, entreat you t^ have 
no farther Fellowfhifl with' theie un^uit^l 
Works of Dauknefi,^ but father reprove 
them in others tha^ mdbe no Gonfcience of 
diem. Confider the Injury you do to the 
Community, by whofe Affiffeuice you reap 
the Fruits of your Labours in Peaee and 
Qmetnefs, and efpecially to Trade and 
Commerce, which are the Support arid 
Stay of the Communify, and whofe Chan* 
nels you ftop and divert, which would 
convey that Wealth by which Civil Go- 
vernment is rnteuntaified, and your private 

I Pro* 
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Property ffecurcd* Every MftH that di^ 
courages Trade is an Enemy to the Pub^ 
lick^ and ought to be treated as fuch ; but 
to do it in this barbarous fhocldng Man*- 
ixer> is a mighty Aggravation of the Giiilt, 
and defcrycs the fcvereft Puniibment. It 
cannot but raiie , the Indignation of all 
worthy Men, to hear at every Turn the In<^ 
humanity and Infolence with whi(;h. the 
People behave over the Ruins of that 
which it is their common Intereft and Huty 
to prcferve^ And therefore it concerns 
every one to be watchful over it, and en- 
deavour to curb this in£unous Practice, and 
bring all Ofienders to Juftice } and he that 
diicovers thofe who are flill bold enough 
to defy the national Juilice^ as well as the 
Vengeance of Heaven, is a Friend to his 
Country^ whofe Honour and Happinefs he 
confults ; and to Religion, whofe Sanations 
he reveres and enforces. Confider further^ 
that fince this publick Declaration of the 
Nation's Senfe of It, that which before was 

cftccmed 
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Corned kwftil, or at leaft indifferent, h 
How become both unlawful and dangerous^ 
as well as Icundalous. 

Who that confults his Charadei: would 

venture to be feen near a Wreck, unlefs he 
be ofic o( thofe employed to lave it ? It 
looks lufpidous for a Man to lurk upon j^e 
Strand, as if he waited ah Opportunity ^o 
lay his Hands upon fomething for his oWu 
Ufe, that ttiAy have efcaped Notice : Bu* 
to be difcovered as a Purloiner or Secre^ter 

of Goods entrufted to your Care and Ho- 
. . . ^ . ti 

neuy, is both infamous and dangerjcnis^ Be 

not ye therefore Partakers with them, fof 
^e cannot anfwer it either to God or Man, 
hut inuft expeft to fufFer for it either here 
or hereafter. And let no Temptation of 
Profit fo far delude ybu as to endanger 
your Souls ; for you may depend upon it, 
•there is no Gain whatever that this World 
can offer, which \yiU in ike Icaft compcn- 

I z fate 
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galfi6d the World, when God taketh aw^y 
bis Soul : Such a wicked Man can have 
no Hope in hkDeath« 

And if his Children be tnuldplied, it is 
for, the Sword : And his Ofispring (hall, not 
be fatisfied with Bread. 



His Children (hail feek to pleafe the 
Poor, and his H^uls fhall reftore their 
Goods. (See yoA, c* 27, 29, &c.) . 

Such are the fevere Threats of Ven- 
geqoce which the Holy Scriptures abound 
with, againii: all them that defraud the Op« 
prcfled or injure the Poor. So that if there 
fje any Fear of God or Man before your 
Eyes, or in your Hearts ; if there be any 
Comfort in Love or true Benevolence ; if 
there be any Confolation in Chrift, or his 
Promifes in the Gofpcl ; if you defire any 
Pellowihip or Communion with the Spirit 
of God^ which is the Life of all Chriftians ^ 

if 
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if any Bowels of Mercy remain in you 
toward the Poor and the Unfortunate, ful- 
fil ye my Joy : Be ye not only harmlcls, 
but blamelefs too, the Sons of God with- 
out Rebuke, that I may rejoice over you in 
the Day of Chrift, that I have not run in 
vain> nor laboured in vain, when I en- 
<leavoured to make known to you the whole 
Counfel of God, a$ it relates to your Duty 
to him and to one another : And the God 
of all Grace, who hath called us to his 
Kingdom and Glory, (hall keep your 
Hearts and Minds, through Jefut Cbrift ^ 
to whom, with the Father and the Holy 
Ghoft, be all Honour and Glory, World 
withput End. Amen^ 
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PSALM XLIV. 3* - 

f^gdi not the Land in PaffeffioM by tbtirmm 
"fif, neither did their own. arm Javi them ; 
i^ right handy and thy arm^ 9^4 Jt^ 
y, of thy Countenance^ becaufe tjm hadji 
fwur unto them^ 

f' 'thti Royal Proclamation wfc ixt funrt- 
[floMd this Day to the Houfc of Goo • 
In^ private and publick Baiitl€& i^ 
ltd for a Scafoni yh\\t a gratcfbl Na- 
tffering unto Gdd tbaniJgi^iHg^ dnd 
its vows unto the Mofl Wgb. With 
^itade and chfeacrfulneft ^ ve^fc now 
Ic to cdebrate the Lovingklndnefs of 
ddf Whereas, in Trme pa9, we ha^^e 
igcther with Sorrpw and Humiliation, 
)recate the Divine Jadgments^ aifid td 

e thofe Merci?$ from the Hand of 

• ■- . • 

•Pfal. i.14. 

B God, 
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God, the Vouchfafcmcnt of which we are 
now joyfully and gratefully acknowledging. 
On former Occafions, when we were difpiritcd 
by a Seijes of Diiap^iotments; when our 
Councils were divided and diftradtedj when 
our Expeditions and Enterprizes by Sen and 
Land were unfuccefsful ; when our Trade 
was declining, and our Enemies infulting, and 
pur Hope a^ the giving iipof theGhdft; with 
yrhat gloom oh our Cpuhtenahcesj with what 
lieltviliefsaDd pain at'tiui- Heart^ did we then 
aj^ih^le m the §aiiiau»ry of Qod! With 
what Fervour apd' Impo'rtuhify'did we then 
wreftle at. the Throne of Grace, for xbe "Di- 
vine BleiGng on a Land which apijeared aU 
moft to be ijevotei^ to DcUruaion;} W"*! 
what Humility and Contrition did 'we. then 
corifefs ihofc crying Sins, which had expofed 
us to the fevcrert Judgments > and how did 
we promite— Oh 1 how folcmnly and repeated. 
ly did we promif^, *b** jT ^^^ ^°^^ would turn 
again surCaftivity *, and deliver .us aaf',of the 
Hands of our Enemies, we leould ferve him in 
HoUnefs and Righteoufnefs alt the pay's ef our 
Lives fi and thai the BPJ^ng of '2. Nation 
rtady to perijh Jbould com upon him % ! This 

wU.'lal'*^^'-*- t Lnic, i. 74. 75. tJ°b. 
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memorable Year has afforded us mady glorious 
Teftimonies that the Lord regardetb the 
Prayer of the defiitute, andibat he doth not 
^iefpije tbeir prayer*. For he bath renum- 
bered the low EftatE of his ServantSj becatife 
bii Mercy enduretb for ever j he batb redeemed 
mfrom ^r Enemies, bccaufc ^V Mh-cy en- 
duretb for ever ; ' and given tieir I^nd for d)> 
Heritage^ for his Mercy endurefb' for '. 4vef^ 
tYzn an Heritage tp_ l^$ Sinidnt, our K-ipe^ 
for bis Mercy enduretb fer ever; wbo'^giyttb 
l^^/to.ail^kfi, for bii Met^ endur,etb&r ~ 
ever -f-^ wno caufetli cur. Land to yi/i^ bfrin- 
cfedfe^, and hath/fZ/rf/ our' J^arfs' •wilblTooJ 
and Gladnefs jl- Fraije ye tf^ Lord, praife. ye tie 
t^apie of the Lord, praife bim, O ye Servants 
of the Lord, 'ye that fiaijd in ?&e Houje of")be 
Ijard^ in. the O'UrCs of the Hctife .of our Uodi 
fraije 't^e Lord, for the Lord is g^ody^fng 
Praifes unto bis Name, for it is pleafafit \ for 
.,wc tthy hope /if Lord h.atb chofen Britain /<? 
binifitf^ and England for (ns peculiar 'Trea- 
fure *. BleJI'ed be the Lord this Day out of 
Ziorti praife ye the Lord ■\-. 

I apprehend it will not be decrned urifuir- 
able to the Occafion of this Day's AlTcrnbljr : 

• Pfal. cii. 17. t Pfal. cxxxvi. 21,-25. § Pfal. 
IvLxr. 12. \ Afls, xiv. 17. • PW. cxxxv. I,— 4. 
t f''!' cxxxr. 71. 
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It rather appears to me, to anfwer th& fpccial 
Defign and Intention of the Royal Proclama- 
tion, that we give Honour to whom Honour h 
due -f- ; I mean, that while we cherifti a grate- 
ful Remembrance of thofc who, under God, 
have been the chief Inftrumcnts of our Suc- 
ceiTes, we (hould not in the Excefs of our 
Joy, and our gratitude to them, forget or 
negleft to acknowledge the over-ruling Pro- 
vidence of God, as the priniary Caufe of our 
Succefs, to adore him as the Qivcr and Dif- 
penfer of Vidory, and as theabibkjte and un- 
cbntrouled Difpofer of the Fates o£ Nations and 
Kingdoms. . . : ^ 

• The Pcnnfi&n df thii Dkinc' C^^pofition 
fe not certairiiy known ; hoVbvcr,^ the Begin- 
hing of it is a piou^' Reb6gib5tii*n ; bf Ae Di- 
vine Providence jn fiibduing. the Canaankes, 
and giving their Land^'fd Ifi^el for a* inheri- 
tance : And leaft this People^ vaho wsere; wont 
to think very highly of tbemfeWes. and of their 
Anceftors, ftiould miftaJce tiwc.^ Gdlufe of their 
furprizing Succeflcs to be their 6vsai. Merit, or 
Power, or Valour; he gives tlwm. to under- 
ftand, that they were not primarily owing to 
the Condua and Courage of tkeir renowned 

t Rom. xUu 7.. 
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General Jofiua^ nor to the dauntkfs lotrrfw- 
dity of thofe who fought under him; but IQ 
the favourable and efficacious Interposition of 
the Moft High. Accordingly he declares in 
the Words of the Text j ^heygfJ mt the Land 
in Poffejfion by their own Swordy neither did 
their own arm fave them^ but thy Right Hand 
and thy arm and the Ldght of thy Ccuntenancei 
bccaufe thou, hajl a Favour unto tbem. I zxtt 
perfuaded you have already anticipated me in 
the Application of.thefa Words tg^ the glo- 
rious Train of Succefs and Vidory over our 
Enemies, and to thcConqueftsand Acquifition* 
with which we have been favoured, ami 
which we a^c called this Day to commemorate*- 

SKWFGAJb,G0KEE,GUADEXUPE,L0UlSB0URG, 

aadtcfpeciaWy Quebec, (in which Conqueft^ 
in- aimanmer, all-NoRTH America is Qon^- 
^rifed,) are Acquiiitions fo valuable and im- 
portam^ that <vc Cdnnot be deemed Friends to» 
(bur Country, if our H<*arts do not feel an in- 
ward Pleafure and Exultation; and I flatter 
rriyfelf 1 (hall not be charged with defigning 
or attempting to damp or diminish the publiclc 
Joy, or to caft the ieaft Refledion on thofe 
gallant Men who were employed in thofe 
glorious Expeditions, if I fay, that They got 
not the Land in PoJJeJion by their own Sword^ 

neither 
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neither did their o-wn arm fave them^ but thy 
Bight Hand and thine arm and the Light of thy 
Countenance^ becaufe thou hadji a Favour unto 
them. 

In difcoariing on theie Words, I (hall tn^ 
deavour to (hew, 

L In what Senfe, and on what Accounts it 
is our Duty to fiTcribe our Viiflorics to ihe Di* 
! vine Interpofitim. 

II. How the Divine Wifiioin, Power, and 
Mercy are peculiarly and fignally displayed 
herein. .-■■,. ^ 

s 

* • • 

\ I. I am to ihew, in what Senfe, ^4nd o% 
-; what Accounts, it is our Duty to arq^tiCf^aui* 
1 Vidtories to the Lqrd* . I anfwer, . , -i^ 

,K This is not intended to leiTen Qr,obfo«r« 
^ the Merits of Men» at lafirumaUs m fbe-jDi-^ 
f vine Hand.. . . * 

God himfclf is pleoicd to put an ^Honour 
on thofe who fignali^e ' themfelves iq a good 
Caufc, in Defence of their Liberty, their RelL 
gion, and their Country. And accordingly 
when God had determined, in a miraculous 
Manner, to deftrpy the Midianite? by the 
Hand of Gideon, the cbofen Band which Gi- 
deon led to the Attack, were commanded to 
cry, " The Sword of the Lord and of Gideon •/' 

* JuUg vii. 1 8, 
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For though God will not faffcr his Glory as 
the principal Agent, to be ufurpcd by or tranf- 
ferred to any of his Creatures ; yet as he is 
pleafed to cfFcft his Purpofes, by their inftru- 
mentality ; he permits that to be acknowledged, 
provided there be a due Diilindion preferved 
between his Agency and theirs. Wife and 
able Statefmen and brave and fucceisful Com- 
manders^ filould have their doe (hare of Com* 
mcodaxien and Praife from a gratefu)^ People* 
whom they have faithfully and fuccefsfull/ 
ferved. Let then the Names of thofe illuf- 
trioii$ Heroes, who have contributed to the 
'ftiutephs of this Day, live for ever. Let 
them be recorded in Golden Characters, in 
cheAlfjnafe of Fame; and when the numerous, the 
unnpeded, the aftoniihing Succefies, and Vic- 
tories which diflinguiih this glorious J£ra are 
Mentioned in future Times, let the wife con- 
dufd: and intrepid Spirit^ of thofe truly Britifli 
Worthies be remembered with ' the Applaufc 
they defervc. It were ungrateful, it were 
uDJttft, to permit fuch didinguiihed Services 
to pafs into oblivion j to fuflFcr men, who have 
defcrved fo highly of their Country, who have 
quitted the Endearments of domellic Life, 
and exchanged them for the Perils of the 
Camp or the Sea, who have facrificed their 

own 
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own cafe and fafety to the Hazards and Hard- 
iliips, which attend fuch danng and arduous 
Enterprizes ; I lay, it were bafe and difinge- 
»uous to the laft Degree, to fufFcr fuch great 
and refpcdt^ible Names to lie buried in equal 
Silence or Obfcurity with theirs that have in- 
finuated or obtruded themfelves into Places or 
Stations to which they were unequal, or have 
accepted Comniiiiions which they had neither 
Inclination nor Ability to execute. Bat i for- 
bear — The jiUl;, though extraordinary Flpnours 
paid to the Memory of that youthful Hero, 
who fo nobly fell before the Walls of Quebec^ 
and conquered in his fall, are a recent de- 
monftration that Britain is not infcnfible, nor 
ungrateful to the Merits of thofe who greatly 
dare, or freely bleed, or die, in her Caufe. 

2. We arc to afcribe all Victory to God, 
in order to fecure his Honour as the fir ft 
Caufe, and principal, though invifible. Agent. 

It muft be acknowledged to be'difScult 
while we are ftruck with Admiration at. the 
great Qualities, or fignal Exploits and At- 
chievements of our fellow Men, to preferve 
a becoming Scnfe of the Divine Prefence and 
Agency. Our regard to an Arm of Flefh is 
very apt to make us forget or overlook the 
Arm of the Almighty. David, though a 
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mighty and fuccefsful Warrior, celebrated ais 
he was for his great martial Endowments, 
readily acknowledged, // is God that avengetb 
me and fubduetb the People under me *. 

In fome Cafes we can hardly avoid feeing 
and acknowledging the Hand of God; name- 
ly, when Succefs follows the Ufe of unlikely 
and inadequate Means, when great EfFeds 
are produced by weak and feeble Caufes» 
when Events of the greateft Confequence take 
their riiib from trifling and inconflderable In. 
cidents, and when the mod deciiive and im* 
portent Viftories are gained by a handful of 
Men, over vaftly fuperior Numbers; I fay, 
in fuch Cafes, Succefs mufl neceflfarilv and 
unavoidably be imputed .to the powerful and 
^nyiiible Agency of fome fuperior Being, and 
we find ourfelves cooftrained, in a Tranfport of 
grateful Admiration, to cry out. Surely this 
was the hor^s doings and it is marvellous in 
our Eyes -f. Nor indeed is itlefs fo, when our 
Meafures are mofl wifely and judicioufly 
concerted, when the Perfons employed in 
carrying them into Execution, are moil emi- 
nently qualified for the Truft repofed in them 

♦ Jercm, xviii. 47, f Matt. xxi. 42.J 
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Succefs is ilill ultimately na4€i^. to be afcribed 
to God, than when it appears to be moft ca- 
fual and contingent. For he gives his Crea- 
tures all their Powers of Council or Adlion> 
he guides and direds all their Motions,, he 
animates and arms them with Intrepidit^s or 
iinks and difpirits them at his Pleafure, and 
he has them fp entirely' under his command 
and controul, that they cannot move or a£t 
without his Permiffion, nor profper ^^ilJbput 
hisBIeffing, I'he Royal Virtues of our. ex- 
cellent and venerable Sovjjreign, the Penetra- 
tion and Steadinefs of that . great Mj^ft; ; yj^Jho 
is at the Head of his Counx:Us, and the Q^- 
du6t and Courage of that heroic Commander, 
who fell in the EntelrpVize \aga?Aft C^ebec, 
and of his gallant Afibtiatts; And'tof *lpany 
other of our Officers and ^^Cbmriiahders lioth 
by Sea and Lknd ; whence M^ere'they derived, 
but from God ? and to whom are they to be 
afcribed, but to him? Bteffed be the ff ante of 
tjrod for ever and ever\ faith the Ptophiet 
Daniel^ Jor wifdom arid might are hisy 'and be 
changeth the Times and the Seafons, he remmeth 
Kings, andfetteth up Kings^ he giveth W'ifdom 
to the Wife and Knowledge to them that know 
Underjianding ; he revealetb the deep and fecret 
^ings, he knows what is in the Darknefs^ and 

the 
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the Light dwells with him *. Let not therefore^ 
(faith 'the Prophet Jeremiah) let not the wife 
Man ghry in his Wifdomy neither let the mighty 
Man glory in his might ; let not the rich Man 
glory in bis riches ; 6ut let him that glorieth 
glory in this, that be underjlandetb and knowetb 
me J that I am the Lord who exercife Lavingiind-- 
nefsy Judgment y and Righteoupefs in the Earth j 
for in thefe Things I deligla ^. 

' 3. We fliould count it oiir' duty, and take 
a Delight in afcribing our Siiccefs to Divine 
Providence, becaufe it endeaVs and fwcetens 
oorViftories to confidcr them as proceeding 
fttkh God; and as being an eminent and fignal 

Display of Divine Favour. 

i^i, E)jeclaration of /^Var is a Kind of Appeal 

to Q(Siy no earthly. 7f ^^^^^^ b^l^^g ^^^^ t^ 
adji^i^ or determine the Quarrels of ,contendiQg 
Kings ,and .Natiops._ When the 3 word is 
therefore drawn, the E)ecifion is referred to 
the Supreme Monarch of the World, and it 
is his , Power which either fuccceds, or blafts, 
the bed concerted and befl conducted Enter*^ 
prizes of Men. I do not fay that Succefs is a 
fure Proof of the Goodnefs of any Caufe^ 

* Dan. 11. 20,-— 22. t Jercm. ix. 23, 24. 

C z though 



i 



( i6) 

to have been made, rather in Obedience to 
the Call of Duty, than with any very fan- 
guine Expedations of .Sqccefs, vrhen the ad- 
vanced Seafon of the Year prcfJcd hard upon 
our Fleet, to retire from> a River which was 
beginning to grow rough and rapid, andr where 
they were in danger of being locked, up by' 
the fettiog in of the |ce, or deftroyed ibf tern- . 
peftuous. Weather^. It really enhances the 
Fle^f^jB arifing front oOr Conquefts,*. to regard 
them its Divine Giftsr; we hold \ them as it 
were by^a tirmer Teniwre; we oalL thj9fil our& 
widi greater Cpniidpnce than we ifaduld other- 
wife do. Whereas thofe who : ilifbdliev^ a 

Providence, can take po Confoiation of ^this 

■ * ■ * ■' 

kind frooi their Succcfsj? becaufe .the fame 
Chance tliat has been fayourable Tordiay, may 
be unfavourable.. To- morrow. . But God is 
faithfi^l and immutable, and his AiFedtions • to 
his chofqn People arc ileldy and invariable: 
So that if we fecure him on our Side, by a 
right Improvement of bis paft Mercies,; we 
may apply to ourfclves thefc words, which 
were fpoken to the Children of Ifrael, 
^e Lord did not fet bis Love upon you, ie^ 
caufe ye were more in number than any People ; 
but becaufe the Lord loved yoUy and becaufe be 
would keep the Oath 'ujhich be bad fworn unt) 

3 P^^ 
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rour FatberSy hath the Lord brovght you cut 
vitb a mighty Hafidy and redeemed you out of the 
Houfe of Bondmen^ frm the Hand of Pharaoh^ 

^^ 9f ^SyP* *• ^"^ ^^^ Favour of God, 
lot only -endears, but fecures our Succefs and 
JUT Acquifidons. As itisfaid, ^he Fear €f the 
Lord' Iff as on all the Kin^ ofthofe Countries^ 
lohen they heard how the Lord fought againjh the 
Enemies ^/ Ifrael ; fo the Realm ^/^ Jchofaphat was 
luiet i for Ms God ga^e him reft round about -f* 

II. I am to (hew how the divine Wifdoin> 
?owcr and Mercy, are peculiarly and fignally 
lifplayedherein^ 

jill the; Works of God; in all Places of his 
Dominions X^ praife himj even in the com- 
nonand'ftated Courfe of Nature and Providence 
ire clearly feen his Eternal Power and God* 
^oead §. But fometimes the All-glorious Jeho- 
/ah exerts as it were, (I fpeak it with the low- 
ieft Reverence) his more vigorous Efforts, and 
the Mojl Mighty girds his Sword upon his Thigh ^ 
with bis Glory and his Majejly^ and in his Ma-- 
kjly rides profperoufly^ becaufe of Truth and 
Meeknefsy and PSghtfoufnefs j and his Right Hand 
teaches him terrible Things jl- At fuch . Seafons 
there is a more remarkable dirp]ay> 

* Dcut. vii. g, t 2 Chron. ii. 29. % Pfal. ciii. 22. 
\ Rom. i. 20, 11 Pfal. xlv. 3, 4. 
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V 

I. Of infinite Wifdom : ililed, ^'in our 
Text, The Blgbt Uqnd of God, as it ^iU that 
which direfted all the Motions 6t the Children 
of Ifrael, marked put their Camps, regulated 
their Marches, and pointed out to £hem the 
fureft Way to Victory and Triumptlr ^ 
Wifdom of the World^, (faith the' ApSSk on a 
diffetent Occafion, thojigh in Word's Very appli- 
cable to my pre&ntl^urpo(e,yi2^ 
tf the World^ cometb to nougfii*. ^ut Aianks 
be,to God we have abundant T^S^t^t^ tiiis 
in our late Experience : For wKo^uf n^q, i^ofe 
all-penetrating Eye not only pierces (ifeT^d^M^ 
of Pfince&r but v/hojearchetb t^Htarits and 
frktb the Reins 4- of t|ie Cllil^ren «tM(Pnl and 
underftoHdetb tbeir Hhmgbts afitr, ^s^^^could 
have unveiled the deep-laid Defigo^ of the 
crafty; and difconcerfeed the Cpmbin^n of the 
Mighty; agarnft <»ir jmgnanimous . IVqf^flant 
Ally I Who but he^ who is wndirji^^mjC^oun'' 
feU and excellent in working %% could ;hj>yeen- 
aUed hind to find Refources and Ejcpedients 
for maintaining his ground thus long^ againft 
the united Efforts of the oiofl: formidiable 

* I Cor. ii. 6. f Jerem. x?ii. lo. § Plki^cxxxix. a. 
X Ifaiah xxviii. 29, 
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Powers of Europe. And to come nearer home, 
who but the Father of LightSy hath direfted 
our Publick Councils, hath fuggefted fuch 
prudent and ^vigorous Meafures as have fud-- 
denly changed our Profpedts, awakened us 
from our Supinencfs and Timidity, roufcd the 
Britifh Spirit^ and united all Parties, with a 
Zeal unknown and unexampled, (at leaft ia 
later Ages) in Support of the Honour and In- 
tereft of their Country ? To him we owe it, 
that the \ Councils of Prance have loft their 
boailed Coufiftence, that one unfuccefsful 
Prime Minifter refigns his Place to another, 
and that every new Adminiftration is fignalized 
by fom^ pew Difappointment ; that the Defign 
of an rrivafioh of thefe Kingdoms, which has 
been fo long forming, is not yet ripe for Exe- 
cution 5 that they have not been able to focure 
their own Coafts from frequent infults, and 
almbft perpetual Alarms ^ that thdr Finances 
are (b low, as that they are reduced to the 
mod defperate and difgraceful Methods to 
fupply their prefent prefling Neceffities, and 
that in the emphatical Language of Scripture 
they reel to and fro ^ and ftagger like a drunken 
Many and are at their Wits end^i I fay it is 

* Pfal. evil. 27. 
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for who in the Heavens can be compared unto 
the Lord ? . and who among the Sons of the Mighty 
can be likened unto the Lord ? Lord- God of 
Hojis^ who is a flrong Lord like unto tbee^ or 
to thy Faithfulnefs round about thee * ? • But 

3. He has magnified his Mercy above all 
his Name^ 

If God had not had a Favoiir xxnto the 
Children of Ifrael (according to the E;scpreffion 
in our Text) and lifted up, the LighV of his 
Countenance upon them, -neither his jirm nor 
his Right Handf neither his Power iibr his 
Wifdom, had cvei* appeared for : them. Now 
there are two Qrcumflances which i^nalize 
Mercy, and fender the Goodnefs of the: Lord 
.more confpicupus and afiaSting.^-^ — ^Arid the 

'mil JS, 

' - ■ • • ' • 

- I. When the Perfpns on whom it :4s con- 
ferred are every way un^^oFfhy of it. '-* 

When he might jullly have rejcdlcd. Ifrael 
for their Sins, when 'he niight haVe catt:*"them 
away from his Prefence^ and fuffered thofe 
that* hated them to rule over them, that he 
fhould then rgive them the Necks of their 
Enemies ; aad when he might have cut .off the 
very Remembrance of fuch an ungrafeful and 

♦ Pfal. Ixxiix, 5, 6, 8. 
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rebellious People frem the Earth, that he 
ihould then crown their Enterprizes with Suc- 
cefs, and enlarge their Dominions -, and when 
,hc might have executed all his Wrath, and 
made their Plagues wonderful, that he 
ihould then not only fpare, but blefs them ; 
is fuch a Triumph of Mercy, as he will hrivc 
all his People obferye and acknowledge. Very 
remarkable is the Earneftncfs with which 
God elfewhere prcfles this upon ' the Chil- 
dripn of Ifrael, Speak not thou in thy 
Hearty that the Lord thy God hath caji them 
out Jrom before tbee^ fiyi^gy. For my Rigbteouf- 
nefs the Lord hath brought me in to pojjkfs this 
L^ndi hut for the Wickednefs of thefe Nations^ 
the Lord doth drive them out from before thee ; 
not for thy Righfeoiifnefsy nor for the Uj^right^ 
nefs of thy Hearty doe ft thou go topqjjefs, their 
' handy but for the Wickednefi of 'thefe Nations 
. the Lord tijy God doth drive them out from he^ 
fori thee \ that l^e may pet form the Word i/ohicb 
befware unto thy Fathers^. Abraham^. Ifaac, 
aini Jacob : Under ftmd therefore • that_ the 
Lord thy God givetb thee not this good* Land 
to poffefs it for thy Righteoufnejsy for thou* art a 
Jiiff-necked People ''^ . 

It is notimpoflible that we may be fo vain 
and arrogant as X.o jacrifice to our own Net^ and 

* Deut ix. 4, 5, 6. 
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burn Incenfe to our own Drag * ; to imagine 
that our extraordinary Succefs is the Reward 
of our extraordinary Piety, and that it is bd- 
caufe we have more Religion and Virtue than 
the Reft of the World, that we haVe been io 
greatly and fignally profpered. li indeed vip 
fink into a Forgetfulnefs what manner of l*er- 
fons we are, we may thus itiiagine; but ilr#e 
examine irttothe moral and reltgiohs State bf the 
Nation^ if we enquire where any dorifideWble 
Numbers (in Proportion to ^tht' Bufk of the 
People) who are eminent fdr'tfuc^Godrihefs, 
for Piety and Purity; and" fdr fhc- Pfbfefllttfi 
and Practice of pure ffnd' uncbrrii^tM Chrif- 

tianity, refidey whether in the *Ci^' or tfic 
Country, we have reafori to blufh at <!mr hafty 
and miftaken Computation,, and tfil cSonfeft'that 
we are. prefer ved from general DcfolaticfnV as 
Sodom and Gomorrah might' hkve bcthV^Uy 
fome few righteous Perfons fiiind aiiionb^^. 
For did ever Iniquity aboilh^' mote? Was the 
Love of profeffing Chrifllans ev^r hibre' cold 
and frozen ? Was the Name of the Lord 'buf 
God ever more commonly blafphdmed?" t>id 
ever profane Swearing and Curfing mojfe 
abound in our Navy and Arniy ? Wks evdt* 



♦ Habakuk i. i6. ' 
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the Lord's Day more loofely obferved, I (hoiild 
rather fay, more daringly prpfaned, by Per- 
fons of all Ranks and Conditions ? Was ever 
tl>e Spirit pf Gpd more highly provoked to 
withdraw ? Was ^v^r the Son of God more 
ihaVftefully— — Bi;t I oqght not to 'make this 
a Day o/,;Reproach4 wJaieh is devoted to Con- 
gratulation and Joy. Surely we. had little 
Reafon IP expert tkuiC God ihould have been 
on our Side, or: : (hould have fought for us 
again A. our. Enemies, > after we bad abufed fo 
man^ almoft miraculous Deliverahcete iii Time 
paft,. jond when our. Abomina^tionB- thlght liave 
bcpD a/ufficient Provocation tbhim^ ftbt only 
not to affift u&> but^ to aifift PUr 'Endemics. 
However, from 'thcextradrdinary'Nattife and 
Number of qiir Sutrcflcs;, We'have* R^afon to 
hppe that he is ftUl^ama6g us^ tfeit libtwith- 
{landing all our Backilidings he regards us as 
his Feople, and tliat he is trying if by his 
. Goodnefs he njay even yet lead us to Repentance; 
and at the fame Time that he rekindles our 
Gratitude and Love, he encourages our Truft 
and Confidence and Joy, - fo that if we do 
not by our Perverfenefs forftit his returning 
Favour, we may fmile at the Threatnings of 
our Enemies, we may /a:^^h at the ^Jxiking of 
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their Spear *, and even now that their Fleet 
is failed, and they have exhaofted all their 
Strength to make one dc{jf)erate BflFort, we 
may notv^ithflanding rejoice in hope, thalO^^ 
even ourcwn God^ will bkfs wi (a). 

2. The Mercy of God-is-figoaUy d^rfaiyted, 
when the Confequences of «• VfQwy aw high-- 
ly advantageous. 

The Honour accruing itmn VkEkuf ia-plttf.. 
ing and gratcf ad i but when it » 4ittefMkd'^i»kh 
lafting Benefits, and vaiusbb .AscpsnimoBs Ift 
a Nation, Mtbe Mercy is gnafeir/foifr' is ^aom 
^ceptahte ^ and grateRil iUlL ^ ' And i^A^rt^iOt 
undoubtedly^ was$ wbea» iq tfattdJiliaiMEa 
before ut> the Ti&)rkNDS iiiraeUta Iwi iAfctf 
Enenniies Latj^^i^ndXiti^t^tt^ 
given tbcm for. an Herittfgej^ k. V^fldMiCf 
are fometiixies dear bought* iWA the .iMvaf^ 
tages accruing from theiu -vrUL ^ not coodfcytMlHfir 
for the Blood and Treafure e2e|>en4e4{iiOi(f>i)^v 
taining them.. A ^great Gefierat onQe^ijUHdy' 
when he was congratulated .00 hid. Suocei^ita: 
a very obilinate and bloody Engagement, V SUob. 
•' another Victory would ruin^ nie/'-r— But 
when in Confequence of our Succeis^ our X)o- 

♦ Job xli. 29, + Jo(h. xxir. ij, 
(a) The Advice of the Defeat of the Breft Fleet by 
Sir Edward Hawke, did not arrive till after the Day of 
Publick Thankfgiving, on which this Sermon was preached. 
And in this God did bUjs us according to our hopes. 

■k minions 
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minions arc like to be enlarged, our riches in* 
creafcd, our Trade improved, and our Ene- 
mies ar« greatly V weakened and diilrefTed; it is 
a pi^pportionaUjr coDvincinjg Argument, that 
herein God had a favoitr unto u^ I own my- 
felf.agt cnoof^ verfcd in mercantile Afi^airs* 
to d^eroune havf mmy pro&abk Branches of 
Trade will be opened tn Africa, by ttbe Con. 
qucil >i>f 8eMgal afid Goree ; what greater 
Qgaatidnof Sugfti* Cofee; Cotlcin^ and In- 
digpo, «iU faeimpoctttliby our being ia PofTef- 
fioA iof MorygibalQ tnd G«a(|elii|>e; how 
greatl]iivdurl*'i{hery..«ill W eoia^id and fe- 
ciinAligrtthc AcqsifitbB of Ci^ Breton and 
thattd bf Si. ]ckaf% j and above idl, what an 
aldMft:«iiiverM Tiade will be opened by the 
RcdvAmi of QzxoiAa:^'^ — So far we dl know, 
the)^#OTe dKi priAcijxlt ^ouroM from whence 
oatrvBttemici derii^ their Wc«lth Hid Power; 
and fliottld Providence continue tbem in our 
Pgiflbfiion, and ^ve us Wifdom to improve 
them^ we may expe^ to fipd them of more 
real Service to this Nation than all the Gold 
Mines of Mexico or Peru. 

But the happieft Confcquence of all would 
be, the Opportunity it might open to us, of 
introducing the Gofpel amongft the Indian 
Nations 3 which it is hoped, fliould we extend 
our Territories on the Continent of America, 

£ and 



and be fcttleJ in the peaceable Poflcflion of 
them, our Governors will readily and ferioufly 
encourage. Human policy fuggefts it, and 
Chriftian Benevolence ftrongly recommends 
it. Nothing will more familiarize and endear 
their Conquerors, nothing will more attach 
them to our Intcrcft, nothing will more effec- 
tually annex them to our Crown, and be a 
firmer Tyc .upoa their A1tegi?nce, than Grati- 
tude for the Gofpch Who can hdp antici- 
pating the joyous (and God ■ grant it may not 
be a far diftant) Time, when amongft other 
valuable Exports frbm this* 60010 try to* our 
Colonics, there ihall be a ' large Demand for 
the BiBLK > When thp JVord af . the Lord 
Jhall hofvefne Courp^ and run and be glvrhied*-, 
when God (hall give his Sop the Heawen for 
bis Inheritance^ and the utfermdji Parts of the 
Earth for bis Pojfejion f 5 when Converts fhall 
fly as a Cloud, and as Doves to their Windows J, 
and a Nation Jhall be born in a Day §. 1^ this 
View, we may be allowed to rejoice in be- 
holding new Towns, new Forts, new Ifer- 
bours, and new Iflands, added to our Terri- 
tories in America and the Weft- Indies; and 

♦ 2 Theflal. iih t. t Pfal. ii. 8* % Ifaiah Ix. 8.. 
\ IlaialL IxyL &• 
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to triumph in Quebec, as a Key to a new 
World, and as giving us the moft encouraging 
Profped of extending both Commerce and 
Chriftianity. — What I have fuggefted I would 
be underftood to fpeak with the utmoft Mo- 
defty and Caution, fenfible, whether the fu- 
ture Evepts of this War (hall be pfofperoud 
or adverfe is entirely in tlie Hand of Providence'j, 
and confiding in - the Wifdom of our Gover- 
nors, that Peice (Whenever we. arc favoured 
with fo defirable a Bteffing) will be concluded 
on the . beift: Tdrnis, Which our Circumftance^ 
will admit, forthe Security and: Welfare of 
thefe JSTafions, and of our Cototttes, for the 
firmer EftabUffimcffet and Support (if the Pro- 

tertaht Intereft ib Euntoe, and forrendering our 
Ttanq\iiHty both honourable and durable. 

G^eat and figniil, Britons afnd Fellow-Pro. 
tenant's, ' rs the 'Glory and Import^itice of the 
C^ohqucfts I have been juft enutncrating ; and 
thiey demand oar warmeft Gratitude ind Thanks 
fulnjefs to Almigbty God, But I muft remind 
yoii of one Vidbry which I have not yet 
n^med, and vvhich it becomes us this Day 
to (pelebrate: A Viftory, which, whether we 
confider the Nature of the ConflicSt, the Power 
0f the Adverfary,' the Dignity of the Con- 
queror, or the glorious Fruits and Effed:s of 
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his Conquefts, greatly exceeds the boafted 
Triumphs of this memorable Yean I am not 
commiflioned to inform you, that our glorious 
Ally, the King of Pruffia, hath totally de- 
feated the Auftrian Armies, or that our Ene- 
TOies are driven out of their Settlements in the 
Eaft-Indies, or that their Fleets anfi Arma- 
ments, prepared at a vafl: Expenpc, for inv^d. 
ingus, are'deftroyed 6f difberfed.— -No^ lam 
this Day * to remind y6\i ol an i^iinitely fjupe- 
rior and n\6irc \mp6ttzhi Vl&ory thap. apy of 
thefe Would' hSve been, . 1 ippari j the Tnupjjiph 
of our Rede^'mei: over Sia* and Satan, oyer 
Death arid nkUy wKb wdre leagued ^nd com, 
bined againft us^ by whom this yyorla wis?.D*. 
flaved, arid bV' whom' It wouldi haji^e heen 
ruined and aeftroyed, // we i>ptrtt at the 
Lord' Gba K^d not come uijm^tnis Great Captain 
of our Salvation, h^d nob* anointed btn^^ tn 
preach ghod TidiHgs to the jfceiy to bind up ^ the 
broken in hehft\ to proctatni Liberty to thje 
Captives y and the Operiihg of^ihh Prifon to them 
that are bound \ to proclaim the acceptable Tear 
0f the Lordy and the Day tj Vengeance of oifr 
God 'y to comfort them that mourn y to give unto 



* The Day when this Sermon was preached was, ii\ 
Courfe, the Day of Preparation for the Sacrament, which 

was to be admiaiftercd the enfuing Lord's Day, 
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tbem 'that mourn in Zion^ beauty Jor apes^ the 
Oil of Joy for Mournings and the Garment of 
Praife for the Spirit of Heavinefs *. The 
Fruits of his Vidlory, which we already enjoy, 
are numerous and important. Hereby being 
rcleafed from a worfe than ^Egyptian Bondage^ 
and delivered from a Darknefs.that might be 
felt, we are tranilated in the Marvellous Light 
of theGofpel, and in^o the glojious X/^^r/y 
c/ the Sons of God.,. Wc are , admitted to 
Terms of Peace and Reconciliation j with the 
great Monarch of the Uniyerfe, whpfp Fa. 
vour we had forfeited by our unfia(^ral -Al- 
liances, and by oiir unprovoked and obftinate 
Rebellion. liereby a Free PoH (if I tnay be 
allowed' the Expreflion) is opened ia iHwven. 
where every humble and truly contrite^ Soul 
may purcnaTe the inyaluaHe.Bleffings^ pf Par- 
don and Peace, Patience and Fortitude,; and in 
fhort whatever, in a Foreign Country, and 
in a State of Indigence, it can be fuppoied to 
want, or can reafonaWy defire. Hereby ^r^ 
are no longer Strangers and Foreigners, but we 
become Fellow Citizens with the Saints^ and cf 
the Houfljold of God 'f-, hereby we have the 
Privilege of becoming the Sons of Gcd^ and if 

♦ Ifaiah bu. i, 2, 3*. f ^P^^* ii* ^tQ. 
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Sons^ f ben Heirs ^ Heirs of Godj and yoint^Hei=^i 

with Cbriji * ; and wc have received tl i: 

Karnejl , of our future Inheritance. O^^ 
Faith and Hopb» whom we fent to fpy o-^ i 
the promifed Land, are rettlirned laden wi^Htj 
the Clufters of BJckoli ^nd they aflure i:zaws^ 
that it is a goodly Land,; a .Land flowing, wi ih 
Milk and Honey -f-^ and replete with Bleffin^^ 
which Eye hath not feen, nor Ear heard^neither h^/^ 
it entered into the Heart of Man to conceive X - 
ifccy afliir?. us^ tlj^t jhere is m^^jgbt tbere^ 
and yet that the San doth not fcorch- by Day ; 
that tl^er^Q. is . no Winter there, and' yet no 
Drauglit arifes fxQjca an Et^nal Summer; that 
there i$ the River pf^Life^ the Water of Lije^ 
^nd on either Side of the J^ver ^rtfw^ tpe Tree 
^ I4fh which bears twelve Maimer of FruitSy 
and yields her Fruit efvery Month ; and the Leaves 
cf the Tre^ are for the healing of the Nations y» 
that the Inhabitants {hall, no more ,fay» I aoi 
^ck > Sighing and- Socrow fliall flee-aw^y, and 
the Voice of Weeping, . Lamentation, and 
bitter Mourning (hall be heard no more ; that 
the City hath Walls, and Towers, and Bul- 
warks, fo ftrong and lofty, that there no Ene- 

• Johiii. 12, Gal. iv. 7. f Numb. xiv. 7, 8* 

J I Cor. ii. 9» 5 Rev. xxii, i, 2. . 
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my can furprize or alarm ; that the Land is a 
Land of perfedt Harmony, where reigns unn 
verfal and everlafting Peace, where NatioA 
(hall not fife up againft Nation any more, not 
Kingdom againft Kingdom; where the Bit- 
terneftof Piirtk^ ami the Noife of War, (hall 
be known rio more for ever ; that the City hatb 
no need of the Stin^ neither of the Moon y forth^ 
Glory of God enlightens it^ and the Lamb is the 
Light thereof \ andtb^'Nafims of them that are 
pved igfalM ih the Light of it, and the Kings of 
the EnrtB bring their "Ghry and Honour unt{^ 
it, and the 'Gates of it tire hotflj: t at all by Daj^ 
(for there i*s no Night ^here-y) and they bring 
the Glory Md Honour of ail Nations into it ; and 
there in nant'ifi inters into it any fhing that de^ 
filet b. neither ivbatfoever worketh j^ominatimt 
or maketh a Lye i but they which are 'written 
in the Lamb^s Book ofLijt *. This is the mag- 
»ifu:6nt Account which the Sacred Records 
have givfcn us^ of the heavenly Canaan> obtain- 
ed and (eeured by Vi^ory of the Captain of 
o»r Salvation, over Death and Hell, for aif 
who fight under his Banner, and are faithfol 
unto Deathv And our Lord, and Head, and 
Leader hath already taken Poflcflion in ouj? 

♦ Rev. xxL23r 
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Name ; and not all the Powers of Earth or Hell 
can deprive thofe who are faithful Soldiers of 
Jefus Chrift, of the everlafting Enjoyment of 
their promiied Inheritance. And (hall we> 
my Fellow Chriftians, fliaH we imagine that 
we can never fufficicntly celebrate the Me- 
mory of thofe to whofe Bravery wc are> under 
God, indebted for our temporal Succcffcs? and 
are no Honours due to the Name and Me- 
mory of our all-conquering Saviour, for an 
everlafting Triumph, for the Acquifition of 
aifincwruptible Inheritance ? Shall coftly and 
cxpenfive Monuments be erefted to cternizp 
fomc bold and intrepid Entcrprize of a Fel- 
low-Worm? And wbeh we are required to 
record the Memory of the great Captoin of 
our Salvation, in an Oi-dinahce of his own 
Appointment, by eating Bread and drinking 
Wine, in remenibranci of him; Shall we 
pray to be excufed from this eafy and iriexpcn- 
five Service, as if fome diffidilt and dangerous 
Atchievement, or fame coftly and burdenibme 
Service were required of us ? Shall we defpife 
the glorious Privileges he offers, the leaft of 
which was bought with his Blood ; and {ball 
we refufe to follow him through the Gates into 
the City; notwithftanding he hazarded, not- 
withftanding he facrificcd his own Life, to 
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k down the feparating Wall, and to open 
dSage for us, and to introduce us into the 
i and Glories of his heavenly Kingdom? 
ere is our boafled Honour ? Where is our 
lie Spirit ? Where is our Gratitude ? Where, 
! is our Humanity ? Dare we pretend to 
a Tribute of Gratimde to the Heroes of 
Day^ and not one Tongue move in the* 
fc, not one Trophy eredted to the Honour 
im to whom we arc; infinitely indebted ? 

efpouied our Caufe in the lafl Extremity, 
where our immortal Intereft was depends 

who vas wounded for our T^rMfgreffhns^ 
bruifed for our Jnifuities * ; who trod the 
^•Br^fs of his Father's Wrath alone, ' and of 
^eo^ there "was mne with bim'\i who 
betrayed into the Hands of his Enemies 
mtt of his Diiciples^ and forfaken by all 
reft} who perfevered notwitbftanding in 
jencrous Undertaking, bore up with di-» 
and ^infhaken Fortitude under Indignities 
Tortures innumerable; maintained the 
t even after his Body ftreamed with Blood; 
It laft, (though not till he had received 
ortal Wound from a Roman Soldier) 

* Ifeiah lui. 5. t Ifaiah Uiu. 3; 
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cried, with a loud Voice, It isjinijhed *; Thud. 
He triumphed when he fell ; by dying He de^ 
Jlroyed Deaths and bim that had the Power of 
Deaths that is^ the Devil 'f*^ and with his laft 
Breath he proclaimed the joyful Vidtory. I 
fay, {hall thofe who fight our Battles on Earth 
meet with more regard than the Captain of 
our Salvation ? Shall our petty Conquefts in 
thefe Lower Regions, give us more delight, 
than the Promife of the heavenly Glory? 
Shall the Children of thii, World be always w/- 
fir in their Generation^ znd more grateful^ 
than the Children of Light § ? I befeech / you,, 
permit me to be a fiiccef^ul Advocate for our. 
divine, but much-^injured, Benefadtor. . Our. 
political Profpedts are undoubtedly bright and . 
glorious ; and the Names of thofe brave Meni 
who, under God, were the Means of ren- 
dering them fo, are defervedly dear to us^ 
fuch repeated and important SucceiTes loudly 
demanded a Day of Publick Thankfgiving j 
and we fliould eftecm it a great Mercy, that, 
the whole Nation is fo unanimouily diipofed 
to hiring all the Lawrels of this glorious Year, 
to adorn God's Altars, and to make their 

♦ Joha xix. 30, t Heb, ii. 14^ $ L^e xvi. 8* 
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tinited Acknowledgments to the Lord of rfoft** 
Let this Day, devoted to the Commemoration 
of- them, be witnefs, to . every innocent and 
decent Expreffion of our Joy. But let not 
all our Gratitude be cxhaufted on this Occa- 
fion ; let us remember, that, as Chriftians, 
we have a higher and a nobler Call . for it*. 
Theenfuing Lord's Day will give us an Op- 
portunity of exerting it. When therefore 
Jefus Chrift is evidently fet forth as crucified 
before our Eyes *, let our Eye afFeft our Hearts j 
and with the Emblems of his mangled fiody 
in our Hands, and with our Souls tranfportcd 
at the unfpeakable Advantages arifing from 
his Death, let us refolve and adluaily begia 
to ere<ft a Monument in every Heart, facred 
to the immortal Memory of Jefus. Let us 
every Day add one Stone at leaft to the Spi- 
ritual Building ; and, at laft, when it is got high 
above the Clouds, and the Top-Stone is laid 
in Glory, let us fhout, Grace, Grace unto 
it-f*; and by the fame impreffive Finger, which 
wrote the two Tables of Stone, let this In- 
fcription be engraven, 

Worthy is the Lamb that was fiain to re^ 
ceive Power^ and Riches^ and Wifdom^ and 

* Gal. ill. I. f Zech. iv. 7. 
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Strength^ and Honour^ and Glory ^ and Bkf^ 
Jing ; for be was JlaWy and hath redeemed us 
to God by his Bloody out of every Kindred^ and 
Ijpngue, and People^ and Nation^ and batb 
made us to our God Kings and Prtejls * : To 
whom be Glory and Dominion for ever and 
ever. Amen. 

* Rev. V. 9, 10, 12, 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 

/N publications of this kind the importu- 
nity of friends bath been often pleaded^ and 
as often difregarded. For after all apo^ 
logies which can be made^ people will exert their 
natural right of judging, concerning the pro^ 
priety of the public at ion^ from the perjormahce 
itfelf The author however requefts^ that bis 
youth and inexperience^ joined with the fmall 
time ufually allotted for fuch compofitions^ when 
they are not dejigned to make their appearance 
in the worlds may be deemed at leajl fome ex^ 
cufe for any want of fentiment^ or inaccuracy 
of exprejfion that may appear. Let alfo the 
place where it was delivered^ a fmall congre^ 
gation in the country, be remembered. J^af-^ 
ter thefe allowances are made^ and fuch others 
as candour will readily fugge ft ^fentence ofcon-- 
demnation Jhould be faffed^ the public need not 
fear being put to the trouble a^ fecond time. 
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Isaiah xxv. g. and xliv. 23. 

Lo this is our God, we have watted for him^ 
and be will Jave us. This is the Lord, 
we have waited for bim^ we will be glad 
and r^oice in bis fahation. Sing O ye 
beavensy for tbe Lord batb done it : Jhout 
ye lower parts of tbe eartb : break forth 
into fnging ye mountains^ tbou Joreft^ and 
every tree therein. For tbe Lord batb 
redeemed Jacobs and glorified bimfelf in 
IfraeL 

3nO()«(^M0NG the civilized part of 
^ A ^ mankind, when they have been 
: ^ fuccefsful in war, or have re- 

!)S()^)i(^ ceived any remarkable national 
deliverances, it hath been aconflant cuftom, 
to fet apart days for folemn thankfgiving to 
that being, whom they regarded as the go- 
vernor of the univerfe. Such acknowledg- 
ments are indeed no more, than the afcribing 
to God that glory, which is in the higheft de- 
gree reafonable and juft. For as the Lord 
of univerfal nature, and the director of all 
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the various events which occur, whatever 
happens, whether it refpeds nations or pri« 
vate perfons, mufl be fubjedt to his controul. 
A bare permijfioh therefor, .is in the prefent 
cafe equal to the aSlually ordaining the things 
which come to pafs.-^The fame to all the 
purpofes of fuppHcation or thankfgiving. 
For they mud all be confidered as parts in 
the fcheme of providence 5 each of them 
the beft calculated in its particular connec* 
tion with others, to apfwer that important 
end which the Divine 3eing hath ever in 
view. We efpecially who have often 
waited upon God in our diflreiTes, and fup- 
plicated him to fave us; are under the 
ilrongeft obligations to rejoice in that deli- 
verance, which he hath fo wonderfully 
wrought out. Let us therefor at this time 
fummoh all the powers and faculties of our 
minds, to afUft us in raifing and animating 
our devotions. Let u§ call upon all ouf 
kindred and friends, — upon our children, 
our fervants, and our houfehold,-^upon all 
that are dependent on us, or with whom we 
are any way conneded, to join with us ia 
this facred fong of thankfgiving to our God» 
Let all ranks and orders of men among us, 
our inferiors, our equals, Qur gentry, our 
judges, our governors, our nobles, our 
princes and our king 5 all unite their joyful 
voices, and lift up their grateful hearts tp 
bin), who d?fepdeth his people, and difap- 

t pointeth 
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K)inteth the devices of their enemies. Let 
>ur colonies and fettlements dibroad, our 
leets^ our allieS) and all our friends in every 
)art of the earth, re-eccho the pleafiqg founds; 
\nd let all the people fay Amen^ praife ye the 

l^ORD. 

The words chofen for our text, point out 
everal things, which will very properly em- 
ploy our meditations at this time. 

?iRST, They (hew the duty of nations, and 
intimate to us the pradlice of Ifrael when 
in diftrefs: viz. waiting upon God by 
prayer and fupplication. 

Secondly, We have the refolutions which 
people in diftrefs form, of rejoicing in, 
and praifing God, if he ihould deliver 
them. 

Thirdly, We may obferve the hapj^ con- 
fequences of fuch a condu(ft. 

Fourthly, The Words point out, where 
the praife and glory of all (hould termi* 
nate. And, 

Fifthly, They teach us the joyful effeds, 
the exultation and triumphs, which the 
contemplation of thefe mercies (hould 
produce in our minds, engaging us. to pay 
our moft grateful thankfgivings to God, 
^nd to fummon all around us to join in 
the fame delightful fervice. 

Each 
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Each of thefe particulars are peculiarly 
applicable to our late and prefenr national 
circumftances. In this view we (hall infift 
on them, and of each in their order. 

First, We fee the duty of nations, and 
the pra<^ce of Ifrael of old when in diftrefs : 
waiting upon God by prayer and fuppli- 
cation. 

Calamities have frequently a good effeft 
on the minds, both oif private perfohs and 
nations. They teach them to confider that 
Being, whofe agency and providence they 
were too apt to forget in profperity. Haugh- 
ty finners are frequently brought by fuch 
methods to acknowledge^ that there is one 
greater than they. The proud and fcorn- 
ful lofe their arrogance, and attend more 
than ufual to their focial dependences and 
connexions. Even the moft inconfiderate 
arc forced to own the propriety of thofe fen- 
timents, and that condu6l by which the re- 
ligious man is diftinguiftied. Few, if any, 
are fo infenfible, as to remain unmoved in 
times of general calamity. At fuch times 
a ftrong feeling of our dependences and our 
wants, engageth all to join in the common 
fupplications to that Being, who regardeth 
the crying of his fervants. To whom in- 
deed can creatures more properly addrefs 
themfelves, than to their merciful creator ? 

Children 
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Children in diftrefs naturally apply to their 
parents for rdief. God hath implanted in 
their tender minds an inftinSivc principle^ 
which leads them to tbeje in preference to aH 
otters. The fame Being hath aHb implanted 
in the parents: bowels oi pityand compa£ion, 
fufceptible of the ftrongefl: impreflions, from 
the crying ai)d anxiety of their own offspring. 
Even bnues he hath made very remarkable,^ 
for the moft affectionate regard to their 
young. Can he then>, who placed thefe ten* 
der feelings ki the human conftitution, and 
who hath even beftowed them on Jhvage 
beajls oiprey^ be deftitute of any kind regard 
which will promote the happinefs of his crea- 
tures ? He hath manifefled himfelf our pa- 
rent, and his ofi^pring we all are. He hath^ 
teprefented himfelf to us under the* endear- 
ing character of a father, and hath {hewn 
forth his paternal tendernefs in ten thoufand 
different ways. To. whom therefor can we: 
fo properly fly in diftrefe, as to him whofen 
mercies are boundlefs and never-failing ^ 
Nothing leis than his protection is at an^ 
time fufficient for our fafety. But (hould he 
throw around us the defence of his provi- 
dence, the affaults of ail other beings cannot 
ia the leafl annoy* Their fierceft malice 
would be impotent, and their rage rebound 
on their own heads, to their utter confufion. 
Duty, intereft, inflindt, every principle in 

our Soulsj lead us to place our entire confi* 

dence 
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dence in Gojd alone, for protedion and deln 
verance. Such was the conduct of the people 
oilfraely when led by calamity to fee the folly 
of expeding deliverance from any but the 
true God, who made heaven and earth. 
All other helps frequently failed them. The 
vanity of all terreflrial fupports was plainly 
manifefted. DiftrefTes came thick upon 
them« Nothing could promife deliverance 
but the hand of that Being whom they had 
deferted. To him therefor they again re- 
turned ; and (as the fcripture fpeaks in ca- 
commodation to our weaknefs) he repented 
him of the evil which he thought to do un- 
to them. He turned their lamentation into 
rejoicings and poured his fury on their ene- 
mies. Similar to this hath been the experi- 
ence of our nation very lately. Juft before 
pur entrance on the prcfent war, a terrible 
calamity called aloud for fading and humili* 
ation. The (a) capital of a kingdom with 
which we were cfofely conneded, was al- 
moft totally deflroyed by an earthquake. 
Some of our people loft their lives in thefc 
ruins, and. many more fuffered greatly in 
their temporal affairs. At our firft entrance 
on the war we met with many difappoint- 
ments. A ftrong (b) fortrefs, on which wa 
placed great dependance, was fhamefully 

loft. 



(a) Li/lott. 

(b) Fort St. ?^///>'s in the iflapd of Mfima; 
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loft. The enemies fleets frequently efcaped the 
vigilance of thofe who were ftationed to an- 
noy them. A mighty (c) armament, long the 
boaji of our friends^ and the terror of our 
foes^ returned without attempting any thing. 
A pannic feized the leading men of a (d)' 
country very clofely connefted with our own, 
by which means a ikilful general was obli- 
ged, contrary to his own reafon and inclina- 
tion^ to retreat in fuch a manner^ that a brave 
irmy was rendered entirely ufelefs. The vi- 
gilance of the enemy, our fupinenefs, and 
afterwards the diftrefs of our navy by a 
ftorm, difappointed the high expedations we 
had raifed of feeing an important (e) fortrefs 
reduced. All our fchemes in that part of 
the world were at firft rendered abortive. 
Our foldiers faw places taken, and the mofl: 
favage cruelties exercifed on our people, 
without being able to afford them any relief. 
DifTatisfadion reigned throughout the whole 
nation. Contentions and quarrels arofe a- 
mong our leading men, and inftead of 
minding thie public affairs, many of thofe ia 
power were confulting how beft to fccure 
their own place and penfion. Add to all 
this, a fcarcity of the necefTaries of life, by 
which means many of our poor endured 

(c) The fecret expedition againft Rochfort, 

(d) Han<yver, 

(e) LouiJbourgh» 

B very 
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very great hardfliips. Hence arofc a very 
melancholy profpedl, at which every lover 
of his country muft tremble, Efpecially 
every good man muft be ftruck with, the 
keeneft forrow, when he refledted, that all 
thefe calamities were lefs than the nation de- 
fervcd. This pidure is far from reprefent- 
ing the objedls in darker colours^ than thofe 
in which they really appeared. What was 
our conduct in this fituation ? Public fafts 
and days of humiliation were appointed. 
We prefented ourfelves before the Lord, to 
intercede with him in behalf of our native 
land. The righteous among us fincerely of- 
fered up fupplications and prayers to the 
throne of grace. The inconfiderate, yea, 
even the profane, affumed the appearance of 
religion. And thefe folemn days were ob- 
fervcd by all ranks, with a great (hew of fe- 
rioufnefs and real devotion. Our only hope 
and help we were fully convinced was God. 
Him therefor we promifed to confider as our 
deliverer, if a happy change fhould take 
place. Which brings us to the 

Second obfervation. The refolutions 
which men form in diftrefs of praif- 
ing and rejoicing in God, if he (hould deU-. 
ver them. Nations labouring under calami- 
ffu^'^V'" ^^'^ rcfpca, like private perfons. 
Aneir lituation drives them to implore the 

mercy 
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mercy of heaven. And it is no wonder, if 
in fuch circumftances they form rcfolutions 
of ferving God, in the manner which he re- 
quires. It is indeed natural to the humaa 
mind in diftrefs, to fly for relief to fome fu- 
perior. To none, as we obferved before, 
can it more properly apply, than to him, 
who is infinite in mercy and goodnefs. If 
his condudt hath been fuch, as mud be of- 
fenfive in the eyes of a perfedly pure God, 
the man will be convinced at fuch a time of 
its malignity : and confequently, will then 
refohe at leaft to forfake it. Wherein neg- 
ledt of homage, or a want of properly ac- 
knowledging the Divine Being as the author 
of all his mercies, have been vifible : there 
he will firmly purpofe to fet a peculiarly 
ftrong guard, that he may hereafter never 
forget his bountiful Benefaftor, or fail in 
making him returns of love and reverence. 
And fhould heaven be fo propitious as to 
hear his prayers, and grant him the defired 
deliverance, thankfgiving, veneration, grati- 
tude, piety, the warmeft devotion, and every 
divine grace and virtue, flowing from a truly 
ingenuous mind, and a heart deeply fenfible 
of thefe unmerited favours, (hall diftinguifh 
his happy fituation. Such are the refolutions 
which it is natural for people in diftrefs to 
form. Such likewife are they which nations 
enter into, when their circumftances are ca- 

B 2 iamitous 
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lamitous and afflidlive. And without all 
doubt, fuch were the purpofes which thour 
fands formed in our days of unfuccefsfulnefs. 
Where they are in general fincere, there i? 
great reafon to prefume, the Divine Being 
will lend a favourable ear to the fupplications 
that are joined with them. Should this pot 
be the cafe immediately^ they will however 
produce fome good efFcdts j for they may be 
a means of cherifliing in the minds of the 
iincere, fuch virtuous difpoiitions as will lead 
them to improve the mercies that remain. 
A foundation will hereby be laid for receiving 
the expected deliverance at the moft proper 
feafon. With refpefl: to themfelves alfo, if 
through the influence of thefe diflreflfes bar 
bits of goodnefs are formed, or increafed in 
their minds, the part they have borne in the 
general calamity will prove in the higheft 
degree beneficial. For though their earthly 
happinefs fhould not be promoted, an abun- 
dant entrance will hereby be adminiftered 
unto them, into that glorious ftate in hea- 
ven, where there fliall be no more diftindtioa 
of nations, but where the righteous froni 
every part of the globe, fhall enjoy perfedl 
aad compleat happinefs. We proceed to the 

Third thing which our text points out : 
The happy cpnfequences which flowed from 

thefe 
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thefe national humiliations and prayers. The 
Lor d did that which the people entreated 
of hitfi. He rjedeemed Jacolf, and glorified 
himfelf in IfraeL Bleffed indeed is that 
nation, whom calamity drives to repentance. 
And peculiarly bleffed are they, for whom 
their reformation works out a compleat deli« 
verance. Many times thefe public humilia-^ 
tions and prayers are unattended with fince^ 
rity of heart. The people meet together 
indeed on thefe folemn days, as if they were 
the people of God ; but their behaviour af- 
terwards (hews them to be very little the 
better for performing fuch fervices. All 
their regard to religion vaniflies, the moment 
they leave the houfe of God ; and their 
manners are equally impure, unjuft, and 
profligate, as before. The fupplications of 
fuch are an abomination to the Lord. The 
refolutions they form are like the morning 
cloud, or the early dew, which foon pafs a- 
way. But when a people meet together, 
with a deep fenfe on their minds of the def-« 
trudive nature of fin ; when true compunc* 
tion of fpirit feizes each one of them, for 
the part he hath contributed to the public 
guilts and when the refolutions that avt-^, 
formed proceed from iincerity of heart, and 
are produflive of a reformation among the 
generality of the nation, their conduft muft 
be peculiarly acceptable to the Divine Being, 

the 
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the end of his affliftive difpenfations is an- 
fwered, and he will render profperous that 
nation, as far as the grand fchemes of his 
providence will permit. 

One thing however muft be obferved, 
that it is fometimes very difficult to judge 
with certaintyj concerning the general cha- 
rafter of a nation, from its good or /// fuc- 
cefs. Many vices are indeed fo detrimental 
to the public, fuch as difregard to the na- 
tional welfare, univerfal effeminacy, injus- 
tice, rapine, or murder, that where thefe 
prevail in any confiderable degree, a commu- 
nity cannot long fubfift : efpecially if en- 
gaged in war againfl a powerful and brave 
enemy. And on the other hand, fome virtues 
are of that truly beneficial tendency, fuch as 
warm and difinterefted love of our country, 
a high fenfe of honour, an ardent thirfl after 
glory ; humanity, juflice, fidelity, unanimity, 
native bravery, hardinefs, and a contempt of 
danger : that in all governments where thefe 
have the lead, and the prevailing manners 
are compounded of fuch falutary ingredients, 
there national happinefs muft prevail, and 
they may fafcly defy the attempts of other 
ftates, lefs 'virtuous^ and therefor lefs power^ 
ful. But in general the manners of a whole 
people are fo varioufly compounded, and at 
the fame time fo changeable, that it is a 
very hard tafk for the moil accurate obferver 

rightly 
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rightly to hit off the refemblance. When 
this is done, the tendency of fome caufes are 
fo very uncertain, fo many things muft be 
taken into the account, and the fecret 
fprings lie fo concealed, that no human pe- 
netration or foreiight is fufEcient to deter* 
mine, what the event muft be. The rea- 
fon of introducing this obfervation, is ta 
caution us againft efleeming ourfehes a very 
virtuous and righteous people on account of 
Qur profperity ; and condemning our enemies^ 
as the mod abandoned and depraved creatures 
that can exift, becaufe of their unfuccefsfid^ 
nefs. Such a judgment would be ra(h and 
inhuman, unlefs other arguments fet the 
matter beyond any reafonable doubt. We 
may perhaps be, upon the whole, more virtu- 
ous than they, and yet have no great caufe 
to boaft of our goodnefs. If we will draw 
the comparifon, let us apply it to its proper 
ufe. From obferving their vices, and the 
unhappy confequences attending them, let 
us be in the flrongefl manner impelled to 
cherifli and diffufe our own national virtues^ 
and thereby increafe the public happinefs. 
For though it muft be acknowledged, the 
Divine Being fometimes pulleth down one 
nation, and raifeth up another, for reafons 
unknown to us, or rather unfathomable by 
our (hallow capacities : yet ftill the profpe- 
rity of a people doth greatly depend on the 

virtue 
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Ttrtue of individu^s ; and generally, the 
moft righteous arc the moft bappy. There 
k indeed the greateft reafon to believe, 
that where a regard to God is the diftin- 
gui{hing charadteriftick of any people, and 
continues to be fuch for a confiderable time, 
he will honour them with peculiar roarkd 
of his favour. In the natural courfe of 
things, their righteoufnefs tends to exalt 
tiiem ; and as all events are under the Di^ 
vine Direction, we may ftrongly conclude, 
bis regard to truth will powerfully incline 
him io to condud the courfe of affairs, 
that the communities of the virtuous -ihall 
enjoy all thofe advantages, which the pre- 
&nt mixt ftat^ can allow. Sometimes in- 
deed their flow of happinefs may be inter* 
rupted, but it fliall. be only to remind them 
of that Invifible Being, which through a 
fcene of profperity they are too apt to for- 
get. When their confideration of his fu- 
perintendence is properly excited^ their fe- 
curity fhall be again eflablifhed upon th6 
firmed foundations. 

. The hiftory of all nations confirm this^ 
truth : whether we refpeft the heathens^ or 
the jenvs who were under the peculiar go- 
vernment of God, he being their king in a 
fenfe, in which he was not the king of otbef^ 
nations. A confideration of the dealings of 
providence with kingdoms in > pafl ages will- 
lead 
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lead us to ' acknowledge, that his bleffings 
and favours were poured forth on that peo- 
ple, who were moft obedient to his will. 
In thefe latter ages no nation hath been fo 
highly diftinguiflicd as Britain. We may 
hopei fome proper returns have been made 
to the Divine Being. Iniquities have indeed 
prevailed much in our land. But bleiled be 
God, there were fome virtues remaining. 
Virtues, by which this nation was diftin- 
guifhed from others. Generofity and pub- 
lic charity were never more confpicuous than 
in the prefent age. Humanity, a tendc 
fellow-feeling for thofe in diftrefs ufed to be 
the chara<aeriftic of a Briton. Permit me, 
my friends, to congratulate you on the 
pleafing profpedt ; fome inftances (a) at this 
moment ihew, that the fpirit of generous 
tender compafHon is ftill adtive among u$ ; 
inftances, the good efFefts of which, our 
very enemies will feel ; and which niiufl: 
make them bluQi, if they have any (hame 
left, when fet in contrail with their cruelty 
towards our people. There v^txc formerly 

C in 



(a) Referring to private fubfcriptions for the relief of dif- 
trefTed French prifoners. A fubfcription of this nature is 
opened at Exeter^ and hath met with the mofl generous en- 
couragement, by which it is propofed to relieve a great num- 
ber of prifoners in that neighborhood, who are almoft en- 
tirely deftitute of cloathing, by reafon of their long con ; 
fincment. 
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in our nation many pious, religious 'men, 
who flood in the breach, when deftruAion 
threatened to Overwhelm us. Thanks to a 
kind Providence, there are many^ many fuch 
JiilL May their numbers be every day in- 
creafing. Threatning calamities have indeed 
•frequently hung over our heads, but they 
were only fuch as tended to lead us to hea- 
ven. For God in a very fignal manner of- 
ten interpofed and favcd us, when we were 
on the very brink of deftruSion. Such de- 
liverances it is to be hoped, will ever keep 
Us mindful of the hand from whk:h we re- 
ceived them ; and from frequently acknow- 
ledging God's kindnefs, engage us to be 
truly thankful 5 that fo the bleffings of Pro- 
vidence being ftill continued, our happinefs 
may be every day more and more encreafing. 
Which brings us to the 

Fourth thin^ which we'may leaffi fixim 
<Hir text, where the praffe and -glory -of all 
ihould terminate in God, as the author and 
giver of all thefe mercies. _ How abferd and 
ungrateful (hould we eftcem the condudl of 
that man, who receiving a large bounty from 
hhfrUnd by the hand of a fervant^ fhould 
terminate all his regards in the jervanU with- 
out ever confidcring^the kindnefs of his he* 
"neficent friend I Infinitely more abfurd, 
wore unreafonablc would be the conduft of 

a peo- 
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St people, who receiving remarkable delin 
veraacesj coafiae their regards to fecond 
caufeSy without ever raifiog their attention 
to the Jirft caule and original fource of all 
blejQings. We Britons (hall be in an efpeciajt 
manner guiky of the blacked ingratitude 
if we forget or overlook the hand of QO0 
in our national deliverances, h^t us cal]( 
to mind our paft vows and promifes. Le| 
us recollect the refolutions we formed, whe^ 
we met together to fupplicate heaven. Sure-i 
ly we cannot have forgot them already. W^ 
then promifed, did we not ? We ^ purpofed^ 
reformation, and promifed^ if God wou]4 
diiappoint our (ears and reftore our national 
i^ppinefs, we would acknowledge him aa. 
the £3le author and original Iburce of dli 
our fucceOTes. The coQdu(^ of Providence 
made it appear by feveral of our diftrefies^ 
that there was an invifible hand» which was 
to be regarded in fending them. Witnefe 
the defeat of our firft expedition in jimetr^ 
rica ; (a) where fuch a pannic feized thofe 
troops, who had but the nfoment beforer 
difperfed their enemies, that thjsy deftrc^^'- 
Uieir baggage^ and fled over a large track o|* 
land with the utmoft precipitation. Witnefa 
atfo the want of b^mirf in thofe colo-. 
nieSi whofe very exigence depended oa 

C 2 brarceify 

(a) Under General fro^^ci. 
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bravely and unanimoujly exerting themfelves. 
Witnefs the diftrefs of our fleets by a ftorm, 
and the unaccountable and unexpected inac- 
tivity of our long boaftcd armament. Second 
caufcs may indeed be confidered as immedu 
ately producing thefe efFfcdy. But they arc 
fuch kinds of j/?ro;w/ caufes, fb unexpeded, 
as lead us very powerfully to the confidfera- 
tlon of the firft caofe. We were very fen- 
fible at that time, the hand of heaven feetn- 
ed againft us. The general cry was, that 
our iniquities had provoked the Divine Being 
to defert our caufe, that we were verging faft 
•towards ruin, and nothing (hort of Omnipo- 
fence itfelf could work out our deliverance. 
It would therefor be the higheft degree of 
prefiimptuous folly, fuch fliamcful ingrati- 
tude as would caft an eternal reproach on 
our country, to overlook the Divine Being 
NOW, when we are not only delivered from 
ruin^ but when our enemies are in a great 
dit^vtt humbled. 

■ The train of our fuccefles through the 
prefent year hath been unparallcl'd, fome of 
them quite, unexpeded and amazing. Our 
enemies have fled before us both by fea and 
by land. It is not in one place only that we 
have conquered, but every part of the globe 
halh been witnefs to our glory^ and their 
Jhameful behan)iour. Their own generals have 
owned the bravery and intrepidity of our 

troops, 
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troops, and confefled the cowardice of their 
4)wn. Who, the moft fanguine among us, 
could have thought it ? A mere handful (a) 
of Britons^ joined with an inconfiderablc 
number of our allies, routed, and almoft en- 
tirely difperfed, a whole army of thofc, who 
had long and loudly boafted of their military 
fkill, their bravery, and" their numbers. 
What endued our troops with fuch courage, 
that when near one fourth part of their 
whole number were either wounded or flain, 
they ftill remained unmoved and daundefs, 
and at lafl glorioufly defeated the multitude of 
their oppofers ? Unlefs they had been fup- 
ported by an invifible power, and ftrength- 
ened by an omnipotent arm, to all human 
appearance they muft have given way* Ef- 
pecially if we add one circumflance attend- 
ing that viftory ; the inadlivity of a part of 
the army : by which means thefe brave foU 
diers were expofed to the whole fury of their 
enemies. If ever courage was nobly exerted, 
if ever an interpofition of Providence can be 
traced out, the prefcnt cafe was furely an in- 
ilance. To which let us add, that it hap- 
pened at a time the moft critical, a time the 
moft unexpedted ; fo unexpected indeed, that 
it could not at firft gain credit. This was 
the very part in which we moft feared. 

When 



(a} A)t the battle of 7)(^rff/&«v^/!r« 



d 



( 22 } 

When the accouat of a vi<aory £o opportmue^ 
to uaexped:ed, and an the lame time fo a^ 
mazing, was brought, we may teuly fay, we; 
were lUce them that dreamed. It hath indeed^ 
been publicly owned, in writings not puj;-v 
pofely dedicated to the fervice of religionyf 
that the prefent war hath afibrded as ociany,, 
if pot more inftancea of aa in^terpoiiuon of 
Providence, th^ any ever recorded ia hiftoy 
ry. To mention theni all, a,nd feveraUy^ 
point out the circumftances which 03ew it,, 
would take up too much of your, time : they- 
are indeed confpicuous without enumeration,, 
evident without a comment. Let us there- 
for haften to that lad and fignal (a) victory, 
where our enemi.es have received fvich a blow 
as they will fcarce recover for ages. Here . 
every circumftance rendered our Jucqefs im- 
probable to a very high degree. Permit me 
to mention one thing, of which there are 
few examples in hiftory. The enemies troops . 
were much fuperior in number to thofc who , 
were fent to beiiege them : they had alfo very 
great advantages fi;om the fitu^tioaand natural . 
llrength of the place : their general wifely 
improved thefe curcumdances, and depended 
not (o much on the bravery of his troops, a$ 
on the inaccejjiblenefs of their tutrenchmentL : 
it being deemed next to an impofilbility for . 

our 
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feur people to approach them. Yet tinder «fl 
thefe difadvantages, and even after being once 
baffled, oar officers and troops, though they 
vrere very far from being fanguine in ifeeir 
expedkations, fliU retained their courage ; and 
fcravely marched on to glory aind compleat 
viftory, under the condu<a of a ywthfid 
leader. 

Thefe confiderations feem clearly to prove, 
that the power which fteeled their breafts, 
and nerved their arms, was divine. Not 
llhat he is to be overlooked, whofe Aialdiiiefs 
flctU -at "firft planned, and whofe indefatigable 
diligence, and unconquerable intrepidity, at 
length happily compleated the fchemc. 
Would to God he had furvived the conqueft^ 
that he might have received from his grate*- 
fill country, thofe tributes of praife and ho* 
tiour which he fo richly deferved. His fafl 
was in the higheft fenfe glorious and trium^ 
pbant, rather the objed: of ^nvy than compaf^ 
fion. Let us reverence his memory, and ever 
ejrtol his patriotifm and bravery. May his 
name and his virtues be handed down to pof«- 
terity, as an example for unborn generations 
of Britons to imitate. Let his worthy com« 
panbns in this glorious enterprize, receive 
diofe praifes to which their merit fo juflly 
entitles them, for intrepidly executing his 
plan, and wifely improving every advantage, 
when their leader was no more. That una- 
nimity 
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Siimity of all, in their (everal ftations, which 
was fo con fpicuous throughout every part of 
the undertaking, deferves the higheft com- 
mendation. It ought ever to be had in re- 
membrance : bccaufe, under God, it will 
have a very powerful tendency to fecure the 
happinefs of that people where it prevails. 
Though thefe honours ought to be paid to 
the memory of the dead^ and the merits of 
the livings yet let us not reft here 5 but let 
our ultimate praifes afcend to that Being, 
who prcfiding over the affairs of the univerfe, 
hath ftiled himfelf the giver of vidtory, and 
the God of armies, Happy Britain^ who 
art in fuch a fituation! Happy in domeftic 
peace and plenty. While others feel the de- 
vaftations of war, or the rage of mercilefs 
armies, we may every one enjoy the fruit of 
his own labour in fecurity. No inteftine 
commotions, nor foreign ravages to deprive 
us of thofe neceffaries, which wre have in fo 
great profufion. For the Divine Being, to 
add dill farther to our happinefs, hath the 
laft year given us an uncommonly plentiful 
harveft; loading our fields with thofe blef- 
lings which may make tbe poor fing for joy, 
and difperfe from the face of every inhabi- 
tant all melancholy and gloom. The happy 
conjunSiion of all thefe mercies, each one of 
which calls aloud for praife and gratitude, 
muft furely raife our thankfulnefs to the 

higheft 
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higheft pitch, and animate all our devo^ 
Sons. Which leads to the 

Fifth and laft thing tabe confidered : 
jtz. the joyful efFedls, the exultation and 
riumph which the contemplation of fo 
han3r mercies fliould produce in our 
ninds, engaging us to pay our moft grate- 
ful acknowledgments to God, as the au- 
thor of them all ; and to fummon all a- 
t>und us to join in the fame delightful 
'ervice. The words in our text are, Sing 
5 ye heavens^ Jhmt ye lower parts of the 
'artb^ break forth into Jinging ye moun^ 
^aim^ thou for eft y and every tree therein. 
rhe prophet with a noble and divine en- 
ihufiafm, fummons even things inanimate 
to join in the general chorus. He would 
3e unworthy the name of a Briton^ pecu- 
iarly unworthy the favours by which a 
Eriton is at prefent diftinguifhed, who 
feels no emotion of joy at the recital of 
thefe mercies, or refufed to afcribe the 
;lory of all, where it is fo juftly due. 
FeWj if any fuch, can be fuppofed to be 
n our land : they are indeed monflers in 
lature. Such men muft aft contrary to 
jvery principle of humanity, and are not 
mly deftitute of love to their country y but 
:ven blind to their own intereft. It is pay- 
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ing no great compliment thcn^ to fop- 
pofe there are no fuch here. Indeed the 
outward expreflions of joy, the overflow- 
ings of a tumultuous paffion, are quickly 
ibewn in the conduct of every individual, 
vhen a train of national fuccefles affords 
any room for fuch indulgencies. But the 
e^cultation, the thankfgiving, which is here 
intended, differs widely from the confu-^ 
fion and madnefs, which are vilible in the 
looks and geflurcs of a rejoicing nK>b. 
Permit me to give a few directions on this 
head, with which the fubjed (hall be con^- 
qluded. 

!• Afcribe the praiife of all to God« 
This is reafonable in all fucceis, and on 
every occafion of thankfulnefs. For the 
Divioe Being is the author of all our mer* 
cies, and the giver of every good, and e* 
very perfedt gift. But our prefent fuccef* 
fes, and the blcffings^ which we are this 
day met together to commemorate, in an 
efpecial manner demand this tribute fron^ 
us : becauie the hand of heaven is very^ 
confpicuous in bringing them about. This 
hath been largely iniilted on under the for- 
mer head. 

2. Indulge no infulting language againft 
our enemies, or any vain and arrogaqt, 
boafls. Such condud; is beneath Britom^ 
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whofe national chara<fter ever hath becifj, 
and God grant it may ever continue to 
be, a generous, humane etiemy^ wbofe -ecu*- 
liagc is better (hewn by their aSfions^, thah 
-their words. Particularly, let no infult, 
bttt rather pity^ be (hewn towards thofe 
unhappy perfons, who are our captives. 
Let us rcnaember, though they are cnc*- 
inies in a national view, they are ftill men : 
have the fame feelings, the fame paflions^ 
and the fame wants, with ourfelves ; and 
are children of the fame father. Their 
condition is unhappy enough, in being ab- 
fent from their country and their friends^ 
without having it cncreafi^ by any infults 
or reproaches. Perhaps tender parents, a 
loving wife, or motherlefs children, tnay 
be weeping their abfence, and fending up 
their cries to heaven, to pity their diftrcl- 
fes. Let us be that to them which thefe 
pray for. Nothing can be niore divine, 
more godlike, than to difpenfe bleffings to 
our enemies. , Such condud is indeed tru- 
ly cbrijiian. It is a c6py of him, who was 
the moft perfedl pattern of benevolence, 
that ever appeared in the world. Think, 
O think, on the heavenly pleafure which 
muft fill our breafts, from reflefting, that 
even our very enemies pfay for our wel- 
fare. It is a duty highly incumbent on 
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w^ to make their captivity as light aS pof* 
iible, by exercifing towards them every 
kind ofHce, and benevolent afFe<SbioD, 
which wc could wifli for in the fame fitu- 
ation. And though, for political reafons, 
it is neceflary they ftiould be confined, yet 
their treatment ought to be humane* I 
have congratulated my country,^ and do 
^gain congratulate it, on that fpirit of li- 
berality which fo generoufly (hews itfelf, 
in contributing towards the cloathing thofe 
of our enemies, who, by reafon of their 
long confinement, are almofi: naked. 
This is a very proper method of (hewing 
ourfelves worthy the favours of heaven. 
Thi3 is one of thofe exercifes of bene- 
volence, which Chrift, in his defcription 
of the final judgment, particularly com- 
mends. The pleafure, which the bare 
recoUedlion of fuch a deed affords at pre- 
fent^ is a moft delightful fortafte of that 
glory which (hall be its future reward. 
Every one then, who is endowed with the 
tender feelings of compaffion, will con- 
tribute 9S far as is in bis power, to the 
helping forward fo difinterefled and hu- 
mane a charity. 

3, Amidft all our joy for our prefent 
happinefs, let us keep a humble, depen- 
dent frame qf mind. That man, as well 
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as that nation, would be pofleffed of a 
glorious charadter, concerning whom it 
could be with truth affirmed, that in ad* 
verfity they were unbroken, and full of 
hope, and in profperity they were cautious 
and humble. Such a temper of mind is 
that deiirable medium, which promotes 
the true happinefs of its pojOTeflbr. Though 
our enemies are very much humbled be^ 
fore us, they are not entirely fubdued. 
We have indeed fufficient reafon for en- 
gaging tbofe with courage and refolution, 
who have fo often fled. Let us not de- 
fpife them, but aft with caution and />rw- 
dence^ at the fame time that we a£t with 
fpirit. This is the moft likely method^ 
to force them to that jufl and honour- 
able peace which we have always defired, 
and ought ever to keep in view* Th)^ 
obtaining this ihould animate all our en- 
deavours, and is the only end that caa 
juftify the defolations of war. 

4. Let us endeavour that thefe mercies, 
and thefe demonftrations of joy, imprels 
more deeply on our minds the neceifity 
of obedience to God. This is the end 
of all the divine difpenfatiOns, whether 
affliSihe or profperous. Where this valu- 
able end is anfwered, outward advantages 
are indeed effeftual. bleilings. Let us 
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in our breads. Let purity of manners, 
and a ftrong fenfe of the obligations of 
religion, be not only cheriflied in car- 
JeheSy but fpread among ali over whom 
we have any influence. If fuch prin- 
ciples prevail, and become general, we 
ihall be a nation as glorious as we are 
at prefent fuccefsful. A large ftream of 
happinefs will then flow on without mix- 
ture or interruption, from which millions 
yet unborn may draw the moft deUghtful 
and reviving cordials. 



THE END. 
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Pfal. cxLvii. 20. 

He hath not dealt fo with any nation : And as for 
his judgments^ they have not known them. Praije 
ye the Lord. 

THIS Pfalm contains a warm exhorta- 
tion, addreft to the Jewifli people, to 
praife God for the blefllngs and bene- 
fits which he had conferred upon them. 

Praije the Lord^ for it is good tojing praijei 
unto our Gody and praife is comely. 

Praife the Lordy O Jerufalem. Praife thy 
God^ Zion. For be hath Jirengfhened the baH 
of thy gates. 

He hath blejfed thy children mthin thee. He 
^maketh peace in thy borders and fUkth thee with 
thejinep of the wheat. He jheweth his word untd 
Jacob y his Jlatutes and hit judgments unto IfraeL 
He hath not dealt fo with any nation : and as for 
his judgments^ they ha^e not known them. Praije 
ye the Lord. 

The whole of this paflagc is applicable, with' 
great propriety, to this Kingdom on the prefent 
occafion. We have like reafons for joy an<f 
thanksgiving, and may now take up tbeie worids' 
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and fay ; Praife thy Gody Ob Britain 1 For he 
bath ftrengtbend the bars of thy gates. He hath 
blejfei thy children within thee. He maketh peace 
in thy borders and fillet h thee with the fine fl of the 
wheat. He hath fixwed his word unto thee^ his 
fiatutes and his judgments. He hath not dealt fo 
V>ith any nation^ and as for his judgments they 
have not known them. Prciife ye the Lord. 

My prefent defign is I. To (hew you how 
happily we are diftinguifli'd as a nation. And 

1 1. What efFedts the confideration of our 
peculiar happinefs ought to have upon us. 

In fpeaking on the fornxer of thefe heads, 
the circun^nce I fhall firfl mention is our fi« 
tuation as an Ifland, by which our internal peace 
and tranquillity are fecured. 

Nothing can be more aiFefting than to think 
of the difinal State of many of the countries 
about us, where the noife and tumults of 
war fill every ear, where powerful armies 
march in dreadful pomp fpreading devafla 
tion around them, and numberlefs innocent 
perfons are driven from their houfes and fa- 
milies and all that is dear to them. In thofe 
countries garments are continually rolled in 
blood, and none can enjoy any thing in comfort 
or fecurity. They live in perpetual terror. Thy 
plant vineyards^ without knt/wing who fi^all eat the 
fruit thereof They carry fe(d into tU fields with^ 
<iHt knowing who Jhall gather in tbebarvefly and 
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their ^ved and their children and thehirelVes 
often fail a prey to relentlefs infult and cruelty^ 
But we are exempted from all thefe miferies. 
fFe can fit every man under bis vine and under bis 
fig-tree^ and no one maketh us afraid. As long 
as we agree among ourfelVes, . it is fcarcely pof- 
fible that we fhould become the feat of wan 
The Ocean is our wall of defenfe, which guards 
us on all fides^ and cuts off" our communication 
with the neighbouring nations, fo that no hoftilc 
feelf or deftroying armies can eafily alamk 
our borders. We live in the quiet and full 
poffeffion of all our properties and bleilings, 
without being in any danger from the inroads of 
enemies or the depredations of lawlefs favages^ 
We bear indeed c^ the dreadful calamities and 
deflations of war, but We only bear of them. 
We ntxthtx feel nor fee them. And fo little is 
the difference between the ftate of moft of us 
now, and what it was before the commence- 
ment of war, that, was it not for the accounts 
we read and the reports convey'd to us, we 
fhould fcarcely know that we are engaged in 
war. 

How great a privilege is this ? How diflin«» 
guifhingly happy are we to poflefs thus, among 
contending nations and in the midft of defola^ 
tion and bloodfhed, tranquillity and fecurity and 
almofl all the enjoyments and fweets of peace ? 

2dly Another part of our peculiar happinefs^ 
as a nation^ is the plenty and opulence we enjoy, 
God has given us the appointed weeks of har- 
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veil. He has fatisfied our poor with bread, and 
crowned our feafons with his goodnefs. We 
want nothing that can contribute to make us , 
eaiy and happy. All the conveniencies and even 
the elegancies of life are poured upon us in the 
greateft profufion. Such plenty have we, that 
we help to feed and cloath other nations. Sudi 
is our opulence, that there is not a kingdom 
upon earth which can in this refped; be com*' 
pared with us. Notwithflanding all the drainsr 
of war, we feel no very fenfible fcarcky : of any 
kind. Our wealth increafes continually ; and it 
may be queftioncd whether any nation ever rai- 
ied, with fo much eafe, fuch large expdnces: as 
have been laid out by this nation in the prefent 
war. Our commerce is extended from one end 
of the earth to the other. Our naval force id 
unrivaled. Our enemies dare not ihew them*- 
ielves before our Fleets ; and we are acknow- 
ledged by all the world as the Sovereigns of the 
Sea. 

But there is a ftill higher inftance of our difr 
tinguifh'd happinefs to be mentioned *r I meaa 
the Liberty we are bleffed with. There is 
HO country where this is enjoy'd in fuch extent 
and perfection. The greateft part erf" the reft of 
msmkindzve ^fiaves. They are fubjed: to arbi^ 
trary and iniblent maftei^, uHiio fay to them 
bow down before us that we may go over yoUy 
gnd who have their properties^ and lives en tii^ty at 
t^Mar mercy. How melaucholy a fituatioB ^muft 
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this be ; and how difgraccful to human nature 
is it, that men ihould be capable of enduring 
fuch encroachments on their natural rights ; or 
that, in fo many countries, iuch flavifh forms 
of government {hould take place, human beings 
dcfcend, by hereditary right, like beafts, from 
one tyrant to another^ and the will of, perhaps, 
the niofl iilly and contemptible creature in a na* 
tion, be eftablifhed as its fupreoie guide and 
law? 

But our cafe is totally different. While othef 
nations groan under ilavery, we rejoyce in the 
poffeffion of liberty and independency. Our 
rights and properties are^ in general, fecured to 
us beyond the poilibiUty of violation. Every 
man among us can enjoy the fruits of his in^ 
duftry without reflcaint or diilurbance. We can 
have no burdens laid upon us widiout our own 
confent, and the laws by which \Ye are goverr- 
ned are not fuch as a fenfelefs tyrant may ple^ 
to appoint, but fuch as we ourfelves by our re- 
prefentatives concur in making. The meaneft 
of our fellow^fubjeds cannot have the leaft in- 
jury done him without being able to find redrefs« 
No life can be taken away, or any punifhment 
infli(^ed on any one, without a fair and equitabk 
trial. The King himfelf has not ppwer to touc)i 
the peribn, tq feize any part of the property, or 
to make the fmalleft infringement on the liberty^ 
of any one man in his^ dominions. 

But our Religioui Liberty is the crown of ajl 
gur national advantages. There are other na- 
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tions, who enjoy civil Liberty as well as We, thd 
perhaps not fo completely. But with refpedl to 
Religious liberty we are almoft fingular and un-' 
paralleled. 

In other countries not only the lives znAfar^ 
tune J but the fouls and confciences of men are fub- 
jedl to the abfolute will of their governors. In 
thofe countries a perfbn dare not (peak his mind 
abojut religious matters, or avow any opinions 
different from thofe commonly received, with- 
out expofing himfelf to the greateft dangers. 
Nothing, furely, can be more difmal than foi: 
men to have their minds thus (hackled, to be ob- 
liged to receive without examination the decifi*- 
ons of ignorant pretenders to (piritual autho- 
rity, or to be deprived of a liberty which is 
the very laft thing a wife man would confent 
to part with, I mean, that of worfhiping God 
according to his confcience, and of profeffing 
thofe principles of religion, which he thinks, 
come neareft to the fimplicityof theGofpel. 

If it is a difgrace to human nature, as I have 
obferved before, that men (hould be capable of 
enduring civil Jlaveryy how much more igno- 
minious and daftardly is it to fufFer themfelves 
tobeinflaved in religious matters, or to follow 
blindly the direftion of earthly mafters in things 
that concern their everlafting falvation ? 

But we. Brethren, are unfpeakably happier. 
We lee theihameful folly of this. The Principles 
of Liberty have been thoroughly explained and 
arc now generally undcrftood and embraced a- 
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long us. We well know that Chrift is the only 
aw-giver of Chriftians, that there can be no 
ich thing as human authority in religious mat- 
rs, and that the office of the Magiftrate is not 
► interpofe in any religious differences, but to 
2ep the peace, to fecure the civil rights of 
len, and to proteft and encourage all good 
ibjcdts of all fedts and perfuafions. In this 
ition every one may jud^e for himfelf, and adl 
jreeably to his judgment, without moleftation 
: fear. A free and publick difcuffion is allowed 
F all points, even fuch as in other nations it 
ould be imprifonment or death to difcovAr any 
3ubts about. All Sedts enjoy the benefit of 
deration, and may worlhip God in whatever 
^ay they think moft acceptable to him ; and 
Dthing expofes any perfon to civil penalties or 
•nfurcs, but overt ads inconfiftent with the 
sace and fecurity of fociety . The refearches 
f learned men among us have been pufhed ^- 
ler than ever they were in any nation. An 
i>folute and unbounded fcope is given to en- 
uiries of all kinds ; and the confequehce of this 
as been, that the greateft improvements have 
een made in all the fciences, and that we are 
ow become the Fountain-head of knowledge, 
nd the Infltruftors of the world. 

Religious knowledge, I think, in particular 
wes more to us that to all the world befides. 
t wotild be wonderful indeed if it did not, confi- 
ering our diftindions in other reipeds. Chrif- 
anity has been cleared among us of a great 
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deal of that fliocking rubbiih, which has been '■ 
thrown upon it by Popery. And, perhaps^ there 
never was a timej iince that of th& Apoftles, in . 
which the nature and defign of the Gofpel were 
fo well underftood, and its evidences and ex*^ 
cellency fo well explained, as in the prefent age 
and kingdom. . . 

BleiTed are our eyes, for they fee, while thoft 
of others are (hut. BleiTed are our minds, ix 
they are free, while thofe of others arc fetter'd 
and enflaved. Here light and knowledge px^ 
vail, and from hence the arts and fciences difr 
fufe their influence, and are propagated to the 
nations around us. In this Ifland peace and li«* 
berty. have fixed their abode, and from hence 
fuperftition, perfecution, and flavery are fled, 
while in other nations they flill remain to am- 
found and terrify and opprefs the fouls of men. 

How is it poffible to reflcd: on thefe things 
without joy and exultation ? How happy is it 
for us that our lot has been cafl in fuch a land ? 
A land favoured with fo many invaluable privi- 
leges and advantages. A land where peace, 
plenty, knowledge and liberty abound and 
flourifh. A land which has the beil conftituh 
tion of government, the befl laws, the beft King 
and the befl religion in the world. 

To this account of our happinefs I fhall add 
once more, that we have among us many perfons 
of charadters eminent for virtue and piety 
founded upon rational principles. I wifh how- 
ever I had more to fay on this head. It muft 
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c ackriowledgy that our improvements in good- 
cfe have by no means been proportionable to 
bcfc which we have made in other refpeds*. 
tut tho* this is true 5 yet, without doubt, 
here are in this kingdom many truly worthy 
nd good men 5 and were they to be col- 
fs&cd together from the different perfuaiions 
if Chriftians among us, they would, what^ 
!vcr they might be in companion with the reft 
kf the nation, appear, I imagine, a great mul- 
itude. Thefe are, indeed, the flowers of the 
lation. They are the caufe of all its happinefs 
nd its chief glory. Were thefe taken away, 
Cs whole beauty would be deflroy'd, its profpe- 
ity would be blafled, and immediate ruin xf/ould 
vertake it That we have then any confider^ 
le- number of thefe in the nation mufl be mat* 
sr of great confolation to us, and it ought to b^ 
ur whole, ftudy and bufinefs to add to thi^ 
umber by at leafl adding our/elves to it. 

To fev no more here : One branch of virtue 
t Icafl there is which fhine^ with peculiar luflr^ 
mong MS. Our charities exceed all that ever 
iias .known ia any kingdom. And tho' there i^ 
mong us a prodigious. rabble of loofe and irrer 
igious pei^ns,. yet I cannot but hope and pr&* 
lime, that there is not a fpot on earth of equal 
ize which has an equal number of good per- 
boa in it, or where there are fb many who un- 
lerftand fo well what true religion is, and who 
b uniformly and fteddily pradtife itt 
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What I have hitherto faid, contaiils chiefly art* 
account of lUch particulars of our happinefs as 
conftitute what feems to be our permanent and 
fettled ftate as a nation, and what has been its 
ftate for a courfc of many years. 

But there are fome particulars to be added 
which relate peculiarly to the prefent time, and 
which, on this occafion, it would bt inezcuf-' 
able not to remember. During the couffe of 
this year, this happy and memorable year^ you 
iall know what occafions of joy we have met 
with, and what additions have been made to 
our glory. . 

The tumults of party feem to be laid aflccp 
among us ; and God grant they may never wake 
more. Scarcely one murmur is there to be 
heard any where. Our counfels have been 
wife, our meafurcs vigorous and our enterprksei 
fuccefsfiil. Our Navy and our Army have 
gained the higheft honour by their unaninuty 
and bravery. Our enemies have been taught 
to fear and to feel our fuperiority. They have 
fled before us every where. They, have been 
conquer'd by fea and by land, and in all the 
quarters of the world. Their towns, their 
fhips and their fortreffes have been delivered up 
into our hands 5 and we now appear among the 
nations great, rich, profperous and formickble, 
whilft they appear mean and wretched, and arc 
impoverifhed, diftradted and confounded. Widi 
the utmofl propriety, therefore, may we on this 
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joyful day adopt the words of my text, and fay j 

* Surely God hath not dealt jo with any nation. 
One circumftance, indeed, there is, relating 
to our late fuccefles and vidtories, which cannot 
but deeply afFed:.our minds. They have coil 
us ibme of the beft blood that was ever flied. 
When we think of thofe brave men who have 
lacrificed their lives in o«r defence, all the 
iprings of grateful anguirti muft be opened with- 
in .us, and it becomes almoft impoflible to avoid 
mingling tears with the joy of this day. ' ■■ 

But, my Brethren and Countrymen, amidft 
the concern we muft feel on this account, let 
us. remember how glorioufly they have fallen,^ 
and that they are more the objefts of envy than 
lamentation. Their example, we may exped:, 
will kindle courage in others, and their fpirit be 
transfus'd into thoufands who will emulate their 
Tirtues and ai^ire to their glory. There ought 
not indeed to be one perfon in this nation, whofe 
heart does not glow with this emulation, and 
who does not earneftly wifli, that he could die 
the fame death, and that his latter end might be 
like theirs. How much better is it to expire 
thus in a blaze of glory earn'd by virtue, and to 
go down to the grave followed by the acclama- 
tions and the tears of a nation, than to drag a 
wxwthlefs life beneath univerfal contempt and 
infamy ? 

Having now rcprefented to you our happinefs 
9$ a nation, it is proper that I ihould next en- 
deavour 
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deavour to Ihew you v'hat improvement wc 
ought to make pf it, or what effects the CQn& 
deration of it fhould have upon us. 

In the firft place, it muft be very ob- 
vious that we ought to be thankful for our hap- 
pinefs. We ought to have a deep fenfe of it 
upon our hearts, and to praife God for ailigaing 
us our paffage thro' life in fuch a country, and 
blefling it with fo many mercies and advantages. 

'Tis to God we owe all that makes us happjr. 
'Tis he that bringeth down one nation, and tmt 
exalteth another. 'Tis from him that all the 
diftindtions among the communities, as wdl as 
the individuals of mankind, are ddrived. All 
events are fubjedt to his fuperintendency, and be 
doth wbatfoever be pleafetb in tbe armies ofbeanm 
and among tbe inbabitants of tbe earth. We oug^t 
therefore, in all circumftances, to acknowledge 
and adore his hand. We ought to aicribe ali 
our fuccefles to his goodnefs, and, with gratdiii 
hearts, to diredt our regards to his providence^ 
and to fix our dependence upon his fistvour, as 
the original fburces of all profpeii^ and blift. So 
diflinguifhing and invaluable are our national 
privileges, that it is not poflible for us to be 
thankful enough for them ; and miferably bafe 
and difingenuous would it be in os to difcover 
in fuch happy circumflances no thankful emo- 
tions, or, amidft fuch a profufion of bleffings, 
to forget and negledt the fupreme Author of all 
bleffings. There are, I believe, many aakmg 
us who arc capable of this deteftable impiety 
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and profanenefs ; and it cannot but give every 
good. man great pain to think of their charac- 
ters ; or to obfervc that inattention to provi- 
dence, and that readinefs to afcribe all our ad-* 
vantages to dur own merit, without any thought 
of the Deity, which prevail among us. It is 
with the greateft pleafure that I can obferve to 
you here, that we halve had a better example fet 
us from the throne, which has been fince fol- 
lowed' in borib houfes of Parliament. May the 
influence of fo noble an example extend itfelf 
every where, and be communicated to every 
heart in the nation. There are indeed, in the 
fuccefles wc have lately met with, fo many ap- 
pearances of a providential difpofal of things in 
pur favour, as one would think fufiicient to 
Jcindle devotion in the coldefl breaft, and to ex- 
tort acknowledgment and praife from the moft 
blind and atheiflicaL In all events we ought to 
look, higher than fecond caufes, but in cafes, 
where the fate of nations is concerned, to afcribe 
events (of fo ftriking a kind efpecially as thofe 
wcthis day celebrate) to human agency mere-^ 
ly, would fhew an infenfibility and ignorance of 
the mpft fhocking nature. Let us ftudy care- 
fully to avoid fuch guilt 5 and, while we honour 
and admire the inftruments of our happrnefs, let 
us remember that they are no more than the 
inftruments of it, and that our thoughts ought 
always to be directed primarily and chiefly to 
jhat Almighty Being who is the caufe of aU 

caufes. 



4 



[ i6] 

caufes, the ruler of all events, and the giver of 
every good andperfeSl gift. 

The antient heathens thought they did .the 
greateft honour to their Heroes and Warriors, 
when they reprefented them as favoured of hea* 
ven, and indebted to fuperior power for their 
fuccefTes. 

The Pfalmift, after mentioning in my text 
the peculiar happinefs of the Jewifh nation, adds 
immediately, Praife ye the Lord. No exhorta- 
tion could be more properly added. We have 
as much reafon to praife the Lord as the Jews 
had. We feem to be, as they were, his pecu- 
liar and favourite people ; and nothing can be 
more fit than that, with joy and triumph, we 
fhould magnify bis holy name.. 

2dly. The peculiar happinefs we enjoy ought 
to lead us to die general praftife of virtue and 
religion. . This, above all things, ought to b« 
the efFe6t of God's goodijefs to us. The unfpea- 
kable riches of his forbearance and love fhould 
engage us to amend our evil ways, and to fear 
and obey him. We fhall (hew the mofl fhame^ 
ful perverfenefs, if we convert the benefits he 
heaps upon us into inflruments of rebellion. a« 
gainfl him, or make the plenty and the liber^ 
with which he diflinguifhes us, the occafions pi 
luxury and licentioufnefs. 

We arc now, God be praifed, a great, a free 
and powerful people. As far as we have a- 
mong us any principles of true ingenuity, the 
confidcration of this will make us ambitious to 

(hew 
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{hew ourfelves worthy of our advantages by our 
integrity, humanity, and piety. The continu- 
ance of our happinefs depends entirely on the 
pradife of righteoufnefs among us. It is this 
alone that exalteth a nation, and that can main- 
tain its dignity and fuperiority. If our remark- 
able fucceflcs produce no other effed: than to 
increafe irreligion among us, or , to make us 
more proud and wanton, and mad after plea- 
fure ', then may we well fear, that our glory 
wiU be ibon laid in the^ dud, and our enemies, 
now under our feet, raifcd up to humble and 
chaftife us. Let then every one of us labour to 
the greateft extent of his power to pradife vir- 
tue himfelf, and to promote it in others. Thus 
fjiall we be the means of ftrengthcning in the 
beft manner the foundations of our publick hap- 
pinefs^ and do the greatefl fervice to our coun- 
try. Nothing need give us the lead pain about 
this kingdom, except the vice and irreligion 
which prevail in it. Every vicidusr man is a 
canko: at the root of our happinefs,- and a curie 
to his country. Sin, without doubt, is the word 
enemy a nation can have ; and our fins are pe- 
culiarly aggravated by being committed in a 
land blefl with fuch light as ours enjoys. But^^ 
yet, we find that heaven fmiles upon us, and 
that we are happy beyond example. What thjCti 
fhould we be, and how fhould we be favoured, 
did publick virtue prevail among us in proper* 
tion to our fuccefles and advantages ? 
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jdly. A fenfe of our peculiar happinefs ought 
to engage us to endeavour toeftablifh and im- 
prove it. After advancing fo far, it will be in- 
excufable to ftop fliort, or to negledt doing our 
utmoft to pufli things to that point of perfe^on, 
which we have brought fo nearly within our 
reach. Our glory is great. HoW ambitious fliould 
we be to place it above all danger, and to wipe 
off from it every ftain ? Is it not too fadly noto- 
rious, and has it not been often lamented by 
the wifeft and beft men amongft us^ that, in 
our conftitution, both civil and ' ecclefiaftical, 
there are many particulars, which greatly want 
amendment, and fbme of which are inconfiftent 
with that liberty , which is the chief fubjedl of 
our boaft and triumph, and really a fcandal to 
a great and wife people ? 

It would be very eafy to give a particular 
recital of thefe, and to mention many • altera- 
tions and amendments, which would make us 
greater and happier. What an addition, for 
ihftance, to our ftrength and riches would bo 
produced by encouraging foreign Proteftarits to 
fettle among us ? What a dreadful load'of *pre- 
viarication and peijury, which overwhelms the 
integrity, and deftroys the fouls of multitudes a- 
bout us, might be taken off by abolifliing all 
ufdefs tefts and leflening the number df oaths ? 
At the time that our prefent religious efta- 
blifhment was made, the nation was but juft 
emerging fronj Popery. Is it poflible then, 
that it Ihould be entirely agreeable to the pu- 
•. rity 



rity of the Chriftian doftrine arid worfhip, dt 
that it fhould want no review in order to fecure 
its iafety, and adapt it to a more improved 
and enlightened age * ? 

But I will not enlarge here, left I (hould of- 
fend any worthy men, and deviate into what 
would be inconfiftent with the defign of this 
day. 

Were thofe alterations and aniendments 
made efFeftually but willingly, which ala- 
mort every body now fees to be neceflaryi 
and which, as generous fentiments ipread, 
are daily growing more and more neceflaryj 
and were we likewife heartily to love one an*- 
other airiidft our religious differences, and to 
ftudy above all things to imbibe the fpirit and 
to obey the precepts of our holy religion, no**- 
thing would be wanting to raife us to the high- 
eft pitch of grandeur and profperity, and to 
make us the pride and wonder of the eacth^ 

* " In fhort, all the ferious^ intelligent and wdll inclined 
^* people of the church of England, wifh there was fomething 
** more and better to be done than is done. And they lament 
** Ofir continuing fo long in a ftate of inadivity, to the erow- 
** ing detriment of the church. May our Governors in church 
" and ftate take this into confideratioh ! and may it be timely 
" done ; left future remedies, being out of time, fhould prove 
** to be of no avail ! ** Vid. Free and Candid Difqui£tions^ 
Preface p. 8. 

" It is in vain we hope to fuport our church on the ruins of 
** Chriftianity ; or ever exped to fee it flouriih, when we ad* 
*' mit or retain any thing in its conftitution, which is inconfiftent 
** with the great defign and exalted genicts of that religioii .; 6t 
** which may be any. ways obfh-udtiVe of its free couxfe and def* 
1' tmed progrefs." lb. IntrodudUon, p. 8. 
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In tbe mean time, however, it is, I think, our 
duty, as private men, to do what we can to* 
wards removing thofe ofFences which difhonoor 
our country, by declaring our fehtiments about 
th?m, on all proper occafions, with modefly 
and humility j by never complying in any in- 
ftance contrary to our fentiments ; and giving, 
as far as poffible, a publick teftimony in favour 
of univerfal Liberty and the fimplicity of the 
Gk)fpel. As long as wife men will not do this, 
or indulge timidity and indolence, it is certain, 
that corruptions muft continue, and that no 
alterations or improvements can ever be cx^ 
pefted. Had the primitive Chriftians, or the 
firft reformers, acSled thus, neither Chriftianity 
nor the reformation would ever have taken 
^^ in the world. 

4thly. The confideration of our unparallel'd 
happinefs (hould engage us to do every thing in 
oiv power, to preferve and defend it againft aH 
dangerous attacks. Who would not exert hinj^ 
felf to the utmoft in fuch a caufe ? Who would 
not fooner facrifice every thing in the world than 
part with fo much blifs ? What fhame ow^ht 
to'confound that man who, in fuch a cou^try^, 
can entertain one fa^ious thought, or difcovet' 
the leaft rcluftance in contributing his part to- 
wards its fupport ? 

How do I wifh that, on this occafion, I had 
a voice which could reach and penetrate the 
hearts of ail my countrymen, that I ought 
make them more- deeply fenlible of -their tin- 

ipeakable 



^ec^ble happlnefs, aad convince thctn ef^<^ 
tually that there never was a people, who ha(J 
£b much reafon to fhew thenafelves valiant ; tbs* , 
I might inipire them with the moft ardent gratir 
tude to the Author of all good for their bleffings, 
and engage them to pray continually for me 
peace of our Jerufalem, to forget private intereil 
and party prejudices in zeal for virtue and their 
country, and to concur, as one man, in ftfiving 
to exalt this nation to the highefl, and to make 
it an example of all that is great and excellent ! 
We are engaged in a moft important ^nd de*- 
cifive war. Upon the iffue of it depends, in a . 
great meafure, all that is valuable to us, and 
the ftate of Europe, perhaps, for n^any ages t^ 
come. Let us, joyfully, give every aid poffir 
ble towards making it fuccefsful, and towards 
humbling that cruel and faithlefs nation, which 
has fo long been the plague of Europe, and ia 
whpfe weaknefs our only fecurity lies:, Re^* 
mcmbring that we have every thing to fight fojf, 
,they nothing except their breaden God and their 
disuns} and that the confequence of our being 
conquer'd by them would be our finking into 
the loweft infamy, our becoming, what they 
arc, ignoble and mifcrable flaves, and the pre- 
valency once more among us of thaf religion 
which would crufh all our liberties and pri* 
viieges, which would teach us to cut one anr 
other's throats in order to do God fervice, and 
which is the ihame and the fcourge of naaur 
kind «--<i-« Oh I frightful profpe<5i: ! Can any 
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Briti/h heart bear to view it with patience ?- 
But, thanks be to God, there feems at prefent 
no danger of any fuch event. We arc the bul- 
wark of the Proteftant intereftin the world, and 
this is an intereft which, v/e majr hope, God 
will not forfake. We have been hitherto won- 
derfully profper'd ; and we have fliewn our ene- 
mies what they may exped, if they go on to 
contend with us. This year will always fhinc 
among the brighteft in our Annals. Never, 
never was Britain fo glorious. 

But, let us not be too much elated. The 
ftruggle is not yet over, and the iflucs of war 
are ftill uncertain. Tis pojjihle that we may 
lofe the advantages we have gain'd, and our 
joy and triumph be fuddenly . chang'd to mi- 
sery and defpair. Let us then rejoycc with 
trembling, and fupprefs carefully in.ourfclvcs 
all vain confidence, placing our chief truft in 
God, and difcovering, in all events, that regard 
to the common welfare of mankind and thofc 
equitable, reafonable, and pious difpoiitions^ 
which are the heft proofs of trae magnanimi^^ 
and the beft means of fecuring the continuance 
of the divine protedion, 

Laftly. The account, which has been gi^ 
ven of the happy ftate of this nation, may lead 
our thoughts to that time when the whole 
world fhall enjoy the like happinefs. The 
fcriptures, I think, give us abundant reafbn to 
cxpetft fuch a time j a time when Popiih darkr 

nefs 
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nefs and oppreffion fhall be fucceeded by uni*: 
veffel Peace and Liberty, arid nation no more lift 
Up d'jword againji nation ; when the everlafting: 
Gofpel in its native purity fhall prevail thro' the 
whole earth, and the kingdoms of this world be- 
come the kingdoms of the Lord and of his Chrifl^ 

The invention of printing follow'd by the 
reformation and the revival of Literature ; the 
free communication which has been open'd be- 
tween the different parts of the world, and the 
late amazing improvements in knowledge of 
every kind, have remarkably prepared the way 
for this joyful period. The world is now ad- 
vanced far beyond its infancy. There are many 
indications of an approaching general amend- 
ment in human affairs The feafon fixed by 
prophecy for the deftruftion of the man offn 
c^frifiot be far diftant, and the -gtorious Kght^ 
the latter days feems to be now dawning upon 
mankind from, this happy Iflacid^ . . 

Nothing can* be .more pleaGrig than to' in- 
dulge Juch vieWs and hopegi|;aHd it; Ihbufd^^ 
a great encouragement, to thpfe who! liave'e/^^ 
povfed the princip^s of liberty^,^ aad wlxp f^ 
up againft antichriftiah ufurpatipns and corrup-^ 
tions, to confider; *that it isty.fuch principles 
tJiis period is likely to be introduced, and that, 
in the end, they muft prevail over all oppofi- 
tion. This fhould engage them to adhere fted- 
dily to them under all difficulties, and to ftrivc, 
l>y all the methods confiftent with true wifdom 
and benevolence, to diffufe and propagate them 

thro' 
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thro* the world. There have been many in this 
nation who have nobly diflinguifli'd themfelves 
in this work, and may their names be had in 
cverlafling remembrance and honour. 
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Robert Nedhamy Efq; 



SIR, 

THIS Sermon, preach'd on 
the late Thankfgiving be- 
fore a numerous Congregation at 
Topjham^ and at their earneft Re- 
queft made publick, craves your 
kind Patronage. — The Author 
hopes you will not titipute too 
much Prefiimption to him for fhel- 
tcring himfelf under your Name, 
without your Confent firft obtain'd, 
as he hath long had the Honour of 
being acquainted with your humane 

and 
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iv. DEDICATION. 

and benevolent Way of Thinkings 
and is well aflured, from your 
known Zeal to ferve your G)untry, 
and your Kindred Connexions with 
that Great Commoner to whole wife 
and vigorous Meafures, as Prime 
MInifter, we, under Providence^ 
owe the Succelles we have been 
commemorating, that a Dilcoude of 
this kind will not be altogether ui>- 
a«eptable from. 

SiHy 



T^oiir m^ tie£ent 



mi mofi bumbk Beroant^ 
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Psalm xviii. 47, 48, and Part of 

the 49th Verfes. 

Tke Lord liveth^ and bleffed be my 
Jirong Helper : and praifed be 
. the God of my Salvation. Even 
the God that feeth that 1 be a- 
venged: andfubdueth the People 
unto me. It is he that delrver- 
eth me from my cruel Enemies^ 
and fetteth me up above mine 
Adverfaries^ 

SEE here and admire a Great King, 
the moft puiiTant Prince that ever 
lWa;yed ^&yewijh Sceptre, afcribing 
aU the Reputation he had acquired over his 
own and thcr Enemies of his Kingdom to 
one that was higher than himfelf. The 
Roya} Pialmift, whofe Words we have read 
to you> thought it no Diminution of his 
honour to make himf^ and his People 

Debtors 
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* Debtors to the God of the Annies of Ifrael 
for the Vidlory, whenever they profpered in 
the Courfe of their Wars, but rather, with 
great Judgment as well as Piety> concluded, 
that fuch grateful Acknowledgment of Di- 
vine Mercies would add Stability to theiir 
Happinefs, and Dignity to his Crown. — 
In like Manner does our moft religious and 
graciQus Sovereign^ not confiding in the 
Splendor of any thing that is great, nor 
captivated with the loudeft Applaufes of 
a redeemed People, but banilhing every 
Thought of Self-Sttfficiency from his Royal 
Breaft, remit us to our ftrong Helper, the 
God of our Salvation, whom he enjoins us 
to blefs and praife on this appointed Day of 
Thankfgiving : As it is He that feeth that 
we be avenged of and fubdueth the People 
unto us : As it is He tliat delivereth us fromt 
our cruel Enemies, and fetteth us up above 
our Adveriaries. 

*Tis true that God was by a peculiar Re- 
lation the God of the ChUdren of Ifrael^ 
that they were for many Years under his 
immediate Government and Tuition> and in 
Confequence of this their Theocracy were 
ty a Series of IVCrades fupported and main-* 
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tained for Forty Years in the barren Wildd> 
nefs, and were thence conducted by the Ex- 
ertion of the fame Almighty Power into the 
promifed Land. When they wanted a fe- 
cure Retreat from their purfuing Enemies^ 
at their Approach the Sea faw that and fled. 
When they fought to take Pdfleflion of thecK 
Inheritance, Jordan was driven back. When 
in pitched Battle their Enemies were put to 
flight. Stones from Heaven fell upon their 
devoted Heads ; and, to make the Viaory 
compleat, which otherwife Night muft have 
interrupted, the Sun made no fet that Day, 
but flood frill in Gibeon^ and the Moon in 
the Valley of Ajaldn. 

Thfcfe with many other miraculous Af- 
(ifrances were peculiar, I fay, to the IfraeUtes 
in the Infancy of their Political Exiftencc, 
when God only might be faid to reign over 
them. But when they lufled to have, like 
other Nations, a King from among their 
Brethren, and were indulged in this their 
Way wardnefs, they became no longer enti- 
tled to thofe extraordinary Teftimonies o^ 
the Divine Favour, but were in this refpedt 

* 

upon a Level with all other States and King- 
doms, who are governed and direded by 

the 
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Ac ordinary Influences of Providence. To 
them indeed he continued ftill the Lord of 
Hoftsj but only fo as to us or others, whom 
he will either crown with Succefs or chaftife 
with Defeat, according to his good Pleafure : 
And this in fo fccret and invifiblc a Way, 
that though in f;dl it be of the Lord, it fhall 
feem as though the Head and Arm of Man 
had accomplifhed it. 

So that God may be as truly faid to give 
us the ViiSory, and to deliver us from our 
Enemies, when Second Caufes work their 
EfTed, and Strength and Policy produce 
their ufual Confequences, as though he had 
vifibly interpofed with a Miracle. — We are 
not therefore to imagine, that when the holy 
Prophet talks, as he does in this Pfalm, of 
the Earth's fhaking, the Foundations of the 
Heavens being rcmoved> fending out his Ar- 
rows and fcattering his Enemies, hi& Light- 
ning and difcomfiting them, he means the 
Courfe of Nature was altered on his Ac- 
count, and the Elements themfelves made 
to fight againfL hi? Adverfaries : — What- 
ever God is faid m thefe Paflages, which are 
written in the Oriental figurative Stile with 
fc much Magnificence, was done by Hu- 
man 
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man Means and Inftraments, properly bleit 
fed,— by improving every Opportunity of ac- 
quiring and preferving a Superiority over 
die Enemy. - ^ 

Hence we conclude that in all fimikr 
Cafes we muft exert our ov^n natural I**orce 
and Strength ; and, being thus ConquerorSj^ 
afcribe every Piece of Succefs vrc meet with 
to God, the only Giver of Vidlory, whofc 
Arm if it be not ftretched out for us, as well 
as our own, in vain fhould we hope for De- 
liverance. — We fhould never forget in ge- 
neral that to him we are indebted for every 
prolperous Occurrence, and particularly now 
remember that our higfteft Gratitude is juft- 
ly due to Him from whom all thefe Public 
Bleffings we now commemorate come^^ or 
rather flow. 

Perhaps there is no . one Point in which 
Mankind are more generally agreed, than in 
condemning with one Confent the unfocial 
Sin of Ingratitude.-— The Want of a due 
Senfe of Favours paft flops, 'tis too well 
known to prove, the Current of our Bene- 
ficence towards each other. Men do not 
care to repeat their good Offices to the Un- 
thankful. And if diis be the Cafe between 

B Man 
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Man andMan^ Ingratitude cannot be thought 
lefs odious from Man to God : Nay^ it muft 
be infinitely more fo, as the mutuil good 
Turns one Creature can do for another bear 
no fort of Proportion to the inexhauftible 
Bounty of the Creator. — »— The Deformity 
of Ingratitude may ferve to (hew the Beauty 
and the Amiablenefs of its oppofite Virtue ;— 
how well it becometh the Juft, the Wife, 
and the Good, to be thankful. 

But how fhall we raife our Gratitude to ^. 
proper Heighth ? What Sacrifice of Praife 
and Thankfgiving can We offer that will 
come up in any Degree to the Multitude and 
Magnitude of the DiVjne Benefits and Blef- 
fings whereof we now rejoice ? Oiif utmoft 
Efforts will be infufficient ; but th'efe we 
fhould exert, and accordingly examine each 
Mercy carefully and diftinftly, in order the 
better fo underfland the Nature of the Ob* 
ligation. For if we are ignorant of what 
we owe to Heaven, or flightly pSfs it over> 
our Infenfibility muft needs render the Ser- 
vice of the Day imperfeft. For which rea- 
fon, . I count it my Duty to exhort you ^ to 
recoUeft in your grateful Breafts, and thank- 
fully attend to, eafch particular Bleffing which, 

as 
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as Proteftants and Britons^ wc have received 
fince the Commencement of the War, or, if 
^u pleafe, rather fince the Be^nning of the 
Year Seventeen Hundred Fifty Nine ; a Year 
never to be forgotten by the People of mis 
Land, till Years fhsdl be no m©re» — Glad 
would the Enemy be could they expunge it 
from their Chronicle, that they might hides 
their Infamy and Difgrace from the, Gene^^ 

rations t9 come. 

For our Parts, we have all the Reafbn im 
the World to blefs and praife our Strong 
Helper, the God of our Salvation^ whePi 
we remember (and wc cannot well forget 
fo recent a Fa<3:) to what a Depth of Delpaiir 
the unjMTomifiag Beginning of the War had 
almofl; reduced the whole Nation. The 
Lofs>~ I had alxnoft faid the providential Lofs^ 
of l^norcflY (foB to that perhaps, under God, 
we owe thofe repeated Succeffes which have 
crown'd our Warlike Labours) together with 
the Defeat of our Forces on the Ohioy ftruck. 
Ijich a univerfal Damp on the S{»rits of oui? 
Countrymen^, that even BritonSy ever before^ 
known to be extremety fruitful in Refourees^ 
as well as daring amid^ the greateft Dan- 
gers — • (Let it never more be mentioned !)— . 
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miftruftcd their own Abilities to, protedl; 
their Altars and their Firefides, and fought 
for Security in the puiny Aid of a Foreign 
imported Army. Hence there were great 
Searchings of Heart in every Patriot Breaft. 
It was vilible that weak Heads and faint 
Hearts had brought the Publick Weal into 
imminent Danger ; that our Reputation 
abroad funk with our Spirits at home ^ and 
that it was more than probable that our 
provoked Enemy, taking the Advantage of 
our thus vifible Difmay, would come and 
take away both our Place and Nation. 

Nothing Icfs than the Sun of Righteoufneis 
ariiing with Healing in his Wings coul4 dif- 
pei this dark and difmal Cloud which over- 
caft thi^ threatened Land of ours. And to 
Him, ho doubt, were offered up many pious 
Prayers, that he would be plejdcd to protect 
and defend this precious Vine of his, this 
Church and PeojJe, that the wild Boar of 
the Wood might not root it up, nor any 
Beaft of the Field devour it. In gracious 
Condefcention to which we arc met now, 
with joyful Lips, and the jfinccrcft Gratitude 
of Heart, I hope, to ackhoiwrled^, that he 
hath laid Help upou our King, who wa$^ 

Mighty 
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Mighty through his Bleffing, and hath' 
wrought for us great Redemption from our 
Fears. Our vaunting Enemies, that threaten- 
ed to conmienceHoftilities on our Sea-Coafts, 
have felt the Weight of our Arms on their 
owiij and by fcnfible Experience been 
taught, that they have more to fear from Us 
than we from Them- 

If we look towards the Continent, wc 
ihall there fee fiich a glorious Alteration iii 
the Face of our Affairs, as muft needs ex- 
tort this Confeffion from us, This is the 
Lorcts doingy and it is marvellous in our Eyes. 

How did we, with great Reafon, but lately 
bewail the hard Lot and diftrefs'd Condition 
of the poor Hanoverians and Hejjians^ whole 
Country was as favagely over- run as un- 
juftly invaded by the cruel Enemy? But 
they are now reinftated in a quiet and peace- 
able Poflcffion of their own. Thanks be to the 
Lord, who appeared for them in the ever- 
memorable Batde fought in the Plains of 
Minden^ where He who can favc by a Few 
as well as by a Multitude arofe, and by a 
few Britijh Battalions^ each Man an Hero ! 
broke and dii^rs'd the proud infulting Foe, 
who for Number and Voraciouihcfe were 

like 
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like the Liocufts that filled and devoured the 
Land. 

Hence if we turn our Eyes, and view our 
good Ally> the Champion of the Proteftant 
Caufe in that Part of the World, the heroick 
King of Frufjiay ftruggling, not only with % 
peculiar Firmnefs of Mind, but even with 
unexpected Succeis, agalnft that unnatural, 
but powerful, Confederacy of Three of the 
greateft Monarchies of 'Europe againft him, 
this will adminifter f refh Matter of Thankf- 
giving. The Almighty ProtQ^tor of religious 
States and PrinceS:^ profefikig his eternal 
Truth, hath hitherto wonderfully covered 
his and the Head of his illuftrious Brother 
Prince Ferdinand in the Day of Batde ; and 
whilft he continues flill to cover them, we 
will not fear nor doubt but that> by their 
Means, the Reformed Churches abroad will 
loon have Reft from all their Enemies. 

But, what more nearly concerns Us z.iEng-- 
UJhmeny we have the higheft Reafon to blels 
God, who hath not denied Us the Requeft of 
our Lips, but hath granted the King and 
Father of this People {o long a Life as t9 
fee his Defire upon his Enemies. Our Hap- 
pmefs muft furely ftsmd ftrongly conneSed 

with 
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with his precious Life, \^hofe Religion i8 
truly Proteftant, and whofe natural AfFedlion 
extendeth to his Subjefts as to his Childrca* 
Ldftg, therefore, may the King rejoice in 
thy Strength, O Lord ! Long may he be ex- 
ceeding glad of thy Salvation ! 

And, wKilft we thus pay our grateful Tri-^ 
bute to the Throne, let us not forget, at the 
fame Time, that to the fame Divine Provi- 
dence vrc are indebted; for that v^ife and 
virtuous Miniftry, thofc brave Conmianders 
of our Fleets and Armies, thofc intrepid 
Soldiers and Seamen, that are not to be pa->* 
ralleird amopg any of the neighbouring ' 
Nations, whofe Exploits have diftinguiih'd 
the Times Wherein we live, and who by 
their fage O^unfels and heroick Atchieve- 
ments have reftored this lovely Ifland to its 
priftine Glory, and rendred it (fhall I fay? ) 
the Praifc, the Terror, or the Envy, of the 
whole Earth. 

If at any Time the Houfe of 1/raeI groan- 
ed under the Oppreflion of any Foreign 
Yoke, and they cried unto the Lord in their 
Trouble, he delivered them out of their Di-^ 
flrefs. And this he did by railing Up for 
them Judges and Delivcricrs, Men on whom^ 

he 



[ «6 ] 

he put his Spirit tp qualify them for the im- 
portant Tafk of faving his chofcn People. 
Now, as he Kath promifed to be with his 
Church even to the End of the World, why 
may we not fuppofe the Divine Procedure tb 
be the fame now as heretofore ? It is nei- 
ther impious nor abfurd to imagine, that in 
the Infancy of our Reformed Religion, when 
Popery on every Side threatened its imme- 
diate Diflblution, that an Elizabeth and a 
Wdfingham fhould be raifed up by Heaven 
to fofter and proteft it. So, now, in its ma- 
turer Age, when Inadlivity and Irrefolution, 
(to fay no worfe) had brought us to the Brink 
^ Delpair, and we were in the utmoft Pain 
for our 5/w, our numerous Enemies being 
fo near ^t hand, and ready to IwalTow us up, 
why fhould it be thought incredible, that 
God. fhould exalt One, chofen among the 
People, a Man whofe Head ahd Heart feem 
both to be framed for that High Employ- 
ment, the one clear and cool, the other 
warm and honefl, to the lail Degree ; why 
fhould it be thought flrange, I fay, that God 
fhould defign in his fecret Councils to fave 
the* Church and State of England^ under 
his Vicegerent George y\y^ the Hands and' 

through 
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t)ii:ough the cxtrabrdinary AbHitiesf of thi*' 
Creat Commoner ? 

Happy, thrice happy, Britons! notwithy- 
landing all your Provocations, ftill the Fa-^^ 
Vourites of Heaven! Under fuch ^Prince,* 
ajfllifted by fuch a pecrlefs .Minifter^ at i 
Time wberf all Party Rage' fufbfides, and tlie: 
People all, with regard, to Politicks (and' 
Wou d they w^ere fo, too in "Matters of Reli-^' 
gion!) are of one Heart and one Mind, whor 
is he that <!an harm you, if ye be FoUov^erar 
df that which* is good ? The King may feli-' 
^itate hijaifelf,' that npvv in the Decline oj? 
l^iie, when it muft be truly laborious for^ 
him 'to go In and out before a great People/ 
and the Weight of Erripjre ihuft fit exceC*' 
fivcly htavy on his aged Shoulders, that he 
hath found a Man after his own Heart/ 
whofe great Cgpadties an<f inflexible Integri- 
ty in the Admifliflratioh/.muft bid Difcorci^ 
qeafe, & Harmcfiiy prevail, among'us; who/ 
by conne<ailig the Ihtereft of the People 
with ,that of their Prince, muff make hina'an' 
^bfolute Monarcll id oui-.-Hearts and Purfes. 
Aha every 6ubjd<a* hathr thfe e<»flolKiQn tt/ 
^irik, thait, . whatever Storms ' and Tem-' 
^J^fls^hsUfd drivie the Ship of tht State^ wa' 
.,:• . 0' Jiavc 
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liavc at pjcfent (And loftg may he' eond-^ 

Hue !) the moft excellent Pilot at die Helm,' 

to bring her, under God, into her Haven of 

Reft and Security, 

When the Lord turned the Captivity or 
Sion^ then were we like unto them that 

dream, fald the Pfalmift. In like Manner, 
when the Almighty Difpofer of all Eventt 
began to declare in our Favour, the Rapidity 
of the Succefs wherewith our well -planned 
Enterprizes were crowned, was fo aftonifti- 
ing, that we could hafdly belifeve what v^er 
heard with our Eal»s. Whitherfoever we 
turned our Arms we profpered* All the 
four feveral Parts of the known World have- 
within the Compafs of two revolving YearS' 
been WitnefTes to the Martial Bravery of the 
Britijh Strength, properly animated and con- 
duced : Nay, perhaps,^ we have done morc^ 
in that Time toward reducing the exorbi-*^ 
tknt Power of the ambitious Houfc of Bottr^ 
bofiy than was done in the late Q^exi Annei 
Time, of glorious Memory, after fo manyf 
fuccefsful though bloody Campaigns. Inf 
ihort, we have not wanted Matter df Tri4 
umph cither by Sea or by Land. TheNavjf 

^ Qw jEnoroy^ by &?q^»cat Capture*, haA^ 
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t)ccn more :than half ruined, and their 
Trade, which -fupplied them with tlie Si^ 
lUBWs of War, hath lepeivcd a total Over- 
throw. 

Particularly ftKx:efsful have wc been in 
N(^rtb America^ the principal Objedl of the 
"War 5 where, from the Redudion of Lotds" . 
iourgy we have gone on conqiicring and to 
conquer, till ^lebec itfelf, the Metropolis of 
their Nqrthern World, hath fubmitted like- 
wife to our victorious Arms.— A glorious 
Acquifition this, notwithftanding it was dear- 
ly purchafed by the Lofs of a General, who. 
iho* young in Command, had already dis- 
played the rareft Talents in Military Know- 
ledge and P^a<Sice ; who was an Honour 
js^nd Ornament to his Country ; whofe real 
Worth the King himfelf bore Teftimony to, 
by fhedding Tears at the fad Tidings of his 
Peath ; and whofe Memory fhall be fweet 
as lopg as Hiftory or pompous Monument 
ihall record the Fame ofBritiJh Heroes. 

The Importance of ^^^^^*s being adjled 
to Our Cpnquefts is hence apparent, in that 
we fliall from this Event probably foon be-. 
4pome Mailers of all Canada^ and have it in 
(^ Po^yer to drive far thence tjiofe comnwn 

^ ^ Pifturbers 
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^ifturbcrs of the New as well as die (Md 
World, and by that Means perpetuate Peace 

_ ■ • 

and Security to our neighbouring Colonies j 
,who have not, I hope, forgot to thank God> 
who hath been fo fignally merciful to them, 
in redeeming thciji from the Hand of theii: 
cruel — Icalping — • Enemies* 

May this Extcnfion ot the Englijh Empire 
in the Indian Land be attended' with this 
bleffed EfFeds May it make us ardently de* 
firous to extend with ours the Kingdom of 
our Saviour Chtift; — to communicate to 
the poor unenlightened Natives, who have 
quietly yielded up Poffeflion of their Coun- 
try to us, the comfortable News of a SayiQur 
that taketh away the Sins of the World, and 
who have a Right, for their Worldly, to ex- 
peft to reap of our Spiritual Things 5 — k and 
to others, whom the Frenchy for worldly 
Ends, have but impcrfcdlly taught the Chri- 
ftian Mj^eries, impart th^ whole Truth as 
it is in Jefu^. 

Since, thei), the Lord of Hoft? is thus with 
ijs, whom /hall we fear ? Since the God of 
Jacob is our Refuge, of whom fliall we l^e 
iajfraid ? The Experience of former and late 
i5)clivei;ances miift lieeds be fure Ground- 

whereoi^ 
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.v^hereon to build our firmeft Confidence la 
Aid Oninipotent.— He who hath deKvcred 
us from fo great pangers, and doth deliver 
us, in riirti we may fecurely trufl that'Hc 
will ftill continue to deliver iis. 

What thehl though we know the Rage 
jahd the Pury that our incenfed E^pmiej 
cherifli in their Hearts againft us ; . thoiigh 
they cncompafs us with Words of Hatred, 
and with their flan^erous Tongues go thro? 
the World, threatening with ai> invincible 
Armada to bring home to bur Doors the 
Scourge of War, to cponvert our Land, 
which is as the Garden of Eden^ into; a 
barren Wildernefs, & dye our filVer Streams 
with Englijh Blood ; — yet are they but vain 
Words : — The Lord hath not fent them ; 
but he will put his Hook into their Nofc, 
and glad fhair they be to return by the W^y 
that they canie.— It is fcarce imagifiable, . 
indeed, that confidering their many Utef^ De- 
feats and Difappointmcnts, and the unwea- 
ried Vigilance bf our wide-fpreaaing Fteet, 
which duely obferves their Motions, that 
they will quit the Shelter of their own Ports, 
and with their Flat - bottomed unwieldy 
jBoats court the Perils of the Winter Sca^ 

But 



^t (hpi^ they be Co hardy as to yeatoff 
^rth» the laft Efforts pf their expiring Caufe^^^ 
^t may, hdspbivy un4er Providence, be ex- 
pedied^ that they wUl foo;i be arrefted in die 
^dft of their ihad Career; ll^ J^e Spirit 
p{ Drake and Rawkigb is ftill refident in the 
Hearts of our f^oi^t Sea Commanders, whQ 
will, like them, worthily tranfmit their 
Karnes to Pofterity, by deftroying, or difr 
periing at l^aft, this longr preparing boafted 
Amaament, and with it all ip^r Fears of 
JPrench Invasion. 

But fuppoijng, — after aH, — that every 
^Circunifliafipe /nould favour fo as to bring- 
their Fleet, pnmolefted by ours, to the Places 
of their Peftination, and they fhould difplay 
the\r hojC^ilp JBianners on our firm Land ; *— - 
yet will wSf fpi be pail ^owp, nor be re-r 
moved from our fteadfaft Hope. The Battle 
}sihc Lord's ji and oi> H|m we will fecure-. 
ly rdy that hjc will go forth with our cho^ 
fen Bands (our choice Militia), caufe Viftory 
to p^reli on tjie Heads of our well-appoin- 
ted Generis,- and deiivep thofe bold Inva* 
ders (who will, when difeomfited, have no 
|%ce of Safety to fte^ unto) into our Hands* 




Let not, therefore, any glo6my Itliou^ 
on this Occafion arife in any Heart to mar^ 
the joyful Solemnity of this Day j but let 
pjlft animate ouf Expe6lations of future 
Bleflings. Though we arc now beating 
our Plowfhears into Swords, ind our Pru- 
nihg-hooks*into Spears^ very properly pro-r* 
Viding for* our Defence, fhould we be at-^ 
f ack'd, yet if our Sins do nof feparate be- 
tween God and Us, the Tinlte cahnot be 
far off when thefe brandifhed Inflruihentsof 
War fhall revert to their former peaceable 
State, and be again more ufefiil Implementft 
of Hufbandry. 

God be thanked that Eitfeerto our CouQr- 
try hath been preferred from toeing the Seat' 
ef War, which* is but another Nanie for a 
Scene of Ddblatlorf ^Dtid Violence, Rapine 
and Murder. We have only heard widl out 
Ears, and been toldy but never fenfiblyfelt^ 
its Horrors ; we have only yet been |iht6at-i'' 
eneid and alarmed with the Approach of att 
Enemy, but have liot fcen him fianding ia. 
our Gates.i— Thefe are great Jifercies, dlid 
demand our folenin Praifes. But, gte^t at 
diey are, they arc vaftly exceeded aiid out-» 
done by a ipeedy t honourable^ a&d kftinj^^ 

■A 
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Peace; which we fliould all moft devcmtl/ 
pray for, when every one may fit dpv^^ 
quietly^ and enjoy fecurely the Fruits of his 
Labour under his own Vine, and, under his' 
own Fig-tree. 

, Tis Time now to draw toward a Conclu- 
fion. But, before we quit this pleafing Sub- 
jc(^, it muft be obferved, that, though we 
were not commanded by Royal Proclama- 
tion, we ihould think purfelves in all Duty 
bound to exprefs our Gratitude to the fame 
Beneficent Bciog, who, by giving us t^ie, later 
very pleritifui Harveft,- bath filled* our Hearts' 
with Food and Gladnefs, This is indeed a 
Mercy we have often before experienced. 
Fruitful SeafoAs, and large Crops of Corn^ 
arc no uncommon Things in this Land, blef- 
ied with the Dew of Heaven, where both. 
Hill, and Vale do ufually gnd amply reward 
the Toil of the Hufbandman, hy . yielding 
a Very great Increafe.— But, then, it 
muft '^e confider'd at thefame Time, that 
™^ yjj^je of ^ Benefit is not leflencd, but j:z,^ 
Acr enhanced, by being repeated .; ^A ^. 
wc arc taught to pray to. Heaven Day by 
15ay for our daily Bread, thence only it is tx> 
^xpeftcdv In vain would theJFfu-nww: be^ 

ftovr 
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ftow his Labour and Manure cm his JPtonM 
lands, did not the Clouds drop Fatness oin 
diem v/hcxi fown ; and empty would be. his 
Bams^ were the Windovvs of Heaven; to be 
opened, and the Hains continually defcend 
upon his Corn when he putteth in the Sickle. 
'Tis, therefore, owing to the abundant 
Ooodncls of the Lord, who giveth the for- 
mer and the latter Rain, that the Year is 
ever crowned with Plenty. Now, had he at 
this Time with-held his Mercy from us, and 
cut off the Staff of our Bread, how miferablc 
had our Cafe then been!-— Incrcafe of 
Mouths, and Decreafe of Bread, would hate 
brought us near unto Famine 5 and that^ 
added to the Plague of War, would have 
been a Burthen perhaps too heavy for us to 
bear. But { Thanks be to Him whofc 
Companions fail not ! ) we have Com in the- 
greateft Plenty : — Whilft our Enemies lacky 
and fufier Hunger, we abound, and have 
enough to jpare.-r- We ought not indeed 
to be high-minded, but fear 5 and it is crad 
to infvlt a yanquiih'd Enemy. But let i| 
not be thought impious or barbarous to iay^ 
(^ lyith Reverence it is iboken) that, thro' 
the tender Mercies of Cod towards us, the 

D Af&ift 
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A&ils of Prance are now in fb ffid»<^ly 
a Ffi^> diac (he muft foon be reduced to 
diM hard ]>3emmi> of begging dther Fread 
or Peace at our Hands. 

And now, th^, how can we be fuffid- 
cndy thankful for thofe ineflimable Benefits 
conferred upon u$ in die Profecudon of this 
^dcal War, wherein bodi our CivH and 
religious liberties^ every Thing diat can be 
near and dear to tod, were at Stake ? Ihd 
we the eloquent Tongues of Ang^s we 
could not fhew forth all his Praifc, who 
hath dius hitherto delivered our Souls from 
ifleath, ourEye^ from Tears, and our Feet 
from falling.- — Whofo wifely confidereth 
thefe Things, and underftandedi theLoving- 
kindnefs of the Lord, will treafurc up in 
his Heart thefe numerous* Obligadons to 
Gfadtude, and Joy irt the God of his Sal- 
vation : He will in private Meditation atten^ 
dvcly fcan and eftimate the Worth and Im- 
portance of each particular Mercy received^ 
and from the itnworthinefs of the Hecdvers 
raife its Value to dke higheft Pitch. HewHt 
inufe on thefe Things till a celeittd T^txt 
kindled in his Heart, ^d then at lef^ lljl 
will fpeak ynxh his Tongue^ and falddi ffiere^ 

' witk 
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yiiith our God> who hdpeth 0%, tM fttur* 

€th coit his Benefits ^pon us« 

To o^r Praifes and Thausldg^ings wt. 
{hould not forget to annex oar iincereft 
Vows, & firaieft Refiikitioiis^ to wdk hence- 
forward in Newneis of Life, as becometh 
thofe that are redeemed of the Lord. For 
be aflured that uidefs we do this in igjod 
Earneft, we can never preferve the lat^eft 
we ieem to have at prefect iu die Court of 
Heaven. The Lord loveth Righteoufneis, 
|iis Countenance will behdd only the Thmg 
that is juiL Unholine&, as well a6 Un« 
thankfulnefs^ will render every £xpe<^tioi| 
of future Favours vain ; and therefore if we 
fuffer it to continue among us» it is not im« 
pofiible, Tifx. improbable, that quite a differ 
rent Turn joiay be yet ^ven to our Af&irs % 
that our prefent Joy may be ibon turned into 
lieavineis, and they that hate us^ though 
now bronght very low, nuy yet be Lords 
over us. and rule us with a Rod of Iron* 

But this I truft in God will not be our 
Cafcj efpedaUy as we may hope for better 
Things from the uncommon Spirit of Pai- 
triotifm which now happily prevails, and 
which muft teach us that we cannot better 
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fcrvc our Country than by ferving the King 
of Heaven, and be thence induced to put 
away the Evil of our Doings, to ceafe to do 
Evil, and learn to do well. If thus we *tt^ 
fiiovc all Iniquity far from us, and by clea-* 
ving' unto God recommend ourfelvcfs ta his 
pivineApprcAatieti, then no doubt Fie will 
deave unto us, and fiiiifh the good Work 
he hath begun for us. Then may we hope 
that he will appear again for us in Battle^ 
fcatter our Enemies that delight in War, 
and ever crown our honeft Endeavours with 
Succeft.— Only let us fear God, and, con-^ 
fidering what great Things he hadi done for 
us, ferve him in Sincerity and Truth ; and 
then, without all pcradventure^ He wilt eon^ 
tinue to fet us high among the NaticHis a-r 
round us, and make them all pay chearful 
Homage to our Flag. He will prolong the 
Life of our Great King;, and ftill cntruft the 
Reins of Government with his moft accom- 
plifhed Minifler. He will revive and con^ 
firm in every Breaft the Love of his Gouo- 
try, and flrengtbcn every Hand that fhall 
iinfheath the Sword in its Defence. In ihort, 
he will encamp around our Armies hf Land, 
putting thp Dread of t)ifcm on every- Oppo* 
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mcnti and by Sea, controufing the Fury of 
Ac Winds, fecurdy condud our Royal Na^ 
vy to further Conquefts and Acquifitions* 
Qence Englijhmen ihall, in all the Martial 
World, be deemed Men of Renown 5 and 
Foreigners, reverfing their Judgments, fhall 
lay of us, — Happy are the People that are 
in fuch a Cafe : Yea, bleflcd are the People 
who have the Lord for their God. 

If any Thing more needs be added, it ig, 
that we Ihould not forget, in order to com« 
jdeat the Solemnity of this Day, to do Good 
and communicate to the Poor, feebg with 
fuoh Sacrifices God is well pleafed. As our 
Father which is in Heaven hath bcea thus 
merciful to Us, We who have this World's 
Goods, and fee our Brethren have Need, 
ihould not /hut up our CompafSon from 
them, left we be juftiy hereafter upbraided; 
^hQu wicked Servant J Jhmldfl not thou have bad 
Compqfftm on thy Fallow Servant^ even as Ibdi 
Pity on thee?^'^ If we deem it right to 
doath our naked Enemy *, (and no doubt 
it is a moft exalted Piece of Charity) it muft 
be furcly thought a Duty of equal Obligation 

at 

' * A Cblledion for cloathing the Frmcb PriTonen 
wall made juft before ibo preaching of Ab Senxicm. 
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iMt leaft to relieve the Wants of thofe^ yrho^ 
by being born in the fame Coundy, and 
bred in the fame Religion with ourfelves^ 
demand, when in NeceHity, our principd 
Attention. — As we have with great Libc- 
eali^ done the one, I hope we fhali not leave 
tfie other undone. 

To conclude : ■ ■ ■ May the Lord Jeho- 
vah accept the Prayers and Praiies> the 
Alms and Oblations, that are this Day of- 
fered up to him, and be our everlaiHng 
Strength ! — Ycit greater Profperit7 may he 
g|ive to his Anointed, our augufl: Soverei^, 
and with his £ivourabIe Kindnefe cveanan 
defend him and his Royal Houfe as with 
a Shield ! Still jnay ht continue to go fotfh 
with our Fleets and Armies, undl bur Ad^ 
verlaries, convinced at length that God of a 
Truth is with us, fubmit to equitable Terms 
of Peace !«~* Which that diey m^y fixm do^ 
tad thereby avoid the Efiufion of mote 
Ouiftian Blopd, God of his ii^tnice Mttcj 
grant, through Jeiiis Cluiit our Lord; to 
whom, widi the Hdy Ghoft, be modctci. 
4dl Laud and Honomy Lov^ Service and 
Tbanld^ving, nowandeverl 

FINIS. 
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t Je R. ix. 23, 24. 

Thus faith the Lord, Let not the wife 
man glory in his wifdonty neither let 
the mighty man glory in his mighty 
let not the rich man glory in his 
riches. But let him that gloriethy 
glory in this \ that he underfiandetby 
and knoweth me^ that lam the Lord 
which exercife loving-kindnefs^ judg- 
ment and righteoujnefs in the earth', 
for in thefe things I delight^ ffiitb 
the Lord. 



5 O D by the Prophet, in th^ 
1 words now read^^autions the 
, Jews againft a very ridiculous 
' foUy and dangerous error ^ 
r which, not only fingle men, 
but whole nations, do- too 
commonly ^t into : and that is. They are- 
apt to be mightily elated with thofe natural 
A 2 or 
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prbvidence over us, and the whole creation 
around us, Is the fole foundation of all fblid ' 
confidence and hope, the alone fource of all 
rational joy and triumph, the only bulwark 
of human happinefs worthy to be gloried in. 
Wherefore then with great reafon God fo- 
lemnly admoniflles his people : Hbus faith 
the 'Lordi let not the wife man glory in his nvif^ 
donty neither let the mighty man glory in his 
mighty let not the rich man glory in his riches. 
But let him that gloriethy glory in this : that 
be underjlandethy andknowefh me*, that I am 
fhe Lord which exercife loving-kindnefsy judge- 
ment and right eoufnefs in the earth : for in thefe 
things I delight y faith the Lord. 

We are now affembled together to ofFei: 
up our folemn facrifice of thankfgiving to 
God for thofe many fignal favours and glo- 
rious fucceffes, which he has been pleafed 
to vouchfafe to this nation thro*^ the courfe 
of the prefent year. What then do we think 
to be the moral intention of this duty? Why 
are we enjoined to return thanks to God for 
bleffings received ? Can he be pleafed or de- 
lighted with our praifes on account of any 
I . benefit, which he derives to himfelf from 
i them ? Can we hereby add any thing to his 

; eflcntial glory and bleflednefs? By no means. 

\ The whole defign of this duty is to keep up^ 

> within our own minds a fenfe of our depen- 

I dance upon God, and of our bbligations to 

; him J to raife our thoughts above the imme* 

[ diate and vifiblc caufes of the national prof- 

perity 
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perky and glory ; to reftrain us from vainly 
idolizing or confiding in fccondary and infe- 
rior agents 5 to teach us to regard our vidlo- 
rlous fleets and armies but as means made 
ufe of by the almighty Sovereign of the 
world to carry on his righteous defigns ; to 
put us in remembrance, that our worthy pa- 
triots, our great ftatefmen, our wife coun- 
sellors, our able commanders, are bit inftru- 
ments In his hands to accomplifh the high 
purpofes of his gracious providence ; to im- 
print uppn pur fouls thei^oft lively appre- 
henfions of him, as the efFeftive caufp and 
original giver of every good and perfect giftj 
to cherifh and ftrengthcn within us fenti- 
ments of humility and pious gratitude to- 
wards him ; and to difpcfe us to glory only 
in his fupreme dominion over us. To com-- 
ply therefore with the defign of fetting apart 
this day, I have chofen the words now read 
to you,, and they naturally lead me to make 
the two following obfervations : 

Firft. That neither wifdom, might, nor 
riches are fit objcdts to be confided or 
gloried in : Thus faith the Lordy Let 
not the wije man glory in bis wifdom^ 
neither let the mighty man glory in his 
mighty let not the rich man glory in his 
riches. 

Secondly. That our knowledge of God's 
fupreme and mofl righteous providence 
over the world is alone w^orthy to be 

glo- 
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gloried in by us, as it is th6 only foun- 
dation of our fecurity and happioefs. 
But let bim that gloriethy glory in this: 
that be undcrjlandetb and knoweth me^ 
that I am the Lordy which exercife lav- 
ing'kindnefsj judgment and righteoufnefs 
in the earth : for in thefe things I de- 
. ^ig^ty faith the Lord^ 
And tlyn apply the fubjeft to the occafion 
of this day. 

Firft. I obfcrvc that neither wifdonfi, 
might, nor riches arc fit objedls to be 
confided or gloried in. 

Wifdom ; or an extenfive knowledge, 
profi^und ikill, refined policy" in managing 
things for a perfon's own intereftt Power; 
or an ability to execute thofe fchemes, and 
to repel all the oppofition of his advcrfaries : 
Riches ; or the poflefllon of thofe things, 
which conftitute worldly profperity and gran-.- 
deur; Thefe are advantages, which above 
all others fwell the mind with empty notions 
of its own felf-fufficiency ; and produce a 
boaflful vanity and infolence : and therefore 
thefe are particularly enumerated in the 
words of the text. I fhall confider each of 
them feperately. 

T . Let not the wife man glory in his wifdom. 

Did we confider that all out wifdom is dc^ 

rived from God, the author of our frame j 

that, whatever eminence we poffefs in this 

k refpcft. 
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reipciSt, we have received it from him 5 and 
that upon his will and good pleafure we de- 
pend for the continuance of it : we ihould 
fee but little reafon to be felf confident, vain, 
and boaftful on this account. For who maketh 
thee to differ from another? And what hafi thou 
that thou didft not receive ? Now if thou didfl re-- 
ceiveity why dofi thou glory as if thou had/i not 
received it f i Cor.iv. 7. And as God is die o- 
riginal fountain of all human wifdom ; fo he 
can bound and limit, controul and diredt 
it in all its operations and efFedls; he can 
withdraw the ufe of it, when he pleafes ; he 
can extinguifti the brightcfl: undcfftanding ; 
throw a cloud over the moft penetrating 
judgment ; fpread confufion thro' the coun- 
fels of the moft fagaciojis ; baffle the mea- 
fures of the ableft politicians ; and make the 
bcft formed fchemes, inftead of accomplifh^ 
ing their ends, ferVe to draw down ruin and 
deftrudlion upon the heads of their authors ; 
and thus he can render all the efforts of hu- 
man wifdom vain and fruitlefs. It was a 
faying among the heathens, that * fortune 
(by which they underftood the providence 
of God, bringing about events by fecret and 
hidden caufes) makes him a fool whom fhe 
intends to deftroy. To the fame purppfe is 
the language of fcripture. T^he wifdom of 
this world is foolijhnefs with God^ jor it is 

B written^ 

* Stultum facit fortuna, quem vult pcrderc, Syri fcn- 
tenti«. •......■.. 



ivritten^ He takttb (be wife in their own craf^ 
tinefs : and again^ The Lord knowetb the 
thoughts of the wije, that they are /tmm 
I Cor. iii. 19, 20. And fo exceedingly vain 
are they, that under the direction of God'a 
all-comprehenfive and unerring wiidom^ 
even the mod unlikely means, the mod dcr 
fpifed and contemptible inftruments ihall 
prevail againft them; fo that the fbolUh 
things of the world (hall confound the wile. 
Do but then fet human wifdom in com^ 
parifon with the divine; and all its little 
glitterings will difappear and totally vanifh 
away before the boundlefs fplendor of his 
wifdom, whofe fodlifhnefs is wifer than 
men. 

2. Let not the mighty man glory in his might. 
Our own perfonal ftrength, and bravery, and 
courage, how little and how inconfiderabie 
a thing is it ? How iniignificant and ufelefs 
againft innumerable dangers and evils> which 
befet us around ? How impotent and. vain 
againft thofe many injuries, to which we are 
expofed ? How weak and defencelefs againft 
that multitude of enemies, which may af» 
fault us ? And therefore how inadequate . 
and infufficient to our fecurity and happi*^ 
nefs ? To read thofe expoftulations of God 

with Job, (Chap. xl. p 14.) is fufficient 

to fiilence all the boaftmgs of the man^. vaia 

of Ihs might and ftrength. Ha/l thou an arm 

like God ? or canft thou thunder with a ^oice 

. like bimf Deck thyfelfnow with majejiy and 

^L excel^: 
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txeeikncy^ and array thyfelf with gtory and 
beauty^ Caji abroad the rage of thy wrath' -^ 
'find behold every one that is proud^ and abafe 
him. Look on every one that is froudy arid 
bring him low 5 and tread down the wicked iti 
their place. Hide tfjem in the duft together^ 
and bind their faces in fecret. Then will I 
alfo confefs unto thee^ that thine oivn right 
bdnd canfave thee. 

But if we further confider might, as 
comprehending all thofe forces and fuc- 
cours, which a man is capable of procuring 
for his defence ; even then man will ap- 
pear a very feeble and helplefs creature. 
Where among our brethren, the fons qf 
pien, can we find protedlion and fecurity ? 
purely (as the pfalmift fays, pfalm Ixii. 9.) 
men of low degree are vanity (both in rclpe(^ 
lof their inability to help us, and of th^ 
ficklenefs and inconftancy of their affcdllon 
towards us) and men of high degree are a lie 
(all their exterior pomp and grandeur, and 
magnificence, is but an empty vapour, a 
fhihing delufion) to be laid in the balance 
they are altogether lighter than vanity. And 
if there was no other thing to convince us, 
that there is no fecurity, no fclid depen«» 
dance to be placed upon even the grcateft 
of the fons of men : this one circumftancc 
would be fufficients that he is a mortal 
being, continually liable to death ; that bis 
breath goethforth^ he returnetb to his eartb, 

B 2 i^ 




in that very day his thoughts perijhy pfalm 
cxlvi. 4. 

But put the cafe, that we ourfclvcs were 
numbered among the mighty gods of the 
earth ; or at leaft that we are incorporated 
into thofe mighty national focieties, which 
have the moft powerful armies and the n^oft 
warlike troops, fupplied with all the init- 
plements of war, and armed with all the 
machines of flaughter and death, ready to 
adl with united force for our defence. Cer-f 
tain it is, that nothing elates the mind of 
man with fo much pride and vanity as this 5 
nothing is fo much confided and gloried in. 
The atjcient Germans boafted before Cae- 
far *, that they had a people among them, 
whom not even the immortal gods could 
equal i and that they could fubdue the 
greateft power upon earth. And no lefs 
haughtily that fame Cariar tells, the Spa- 
niards -f-, that the Roman people had ten 
legions, who could not only withftand them, 
but even ftorm heaven itfelf. But fuch fay- 
ings ps thefe are as full of extravagance 
and abfurdity, as of impiety. In truth, riot 
the moft numerous and martial forces can 
yield us any foundation for confidence and 

fecurity. 

* Quibus ( J. c. fuevis ) ne dii quidem Jimnortales 
pares eiie poffint : reliquum quidem in terns effe neminem, 
qucni non fuperarc poflint. Caefar de Bcllo Gallicp, I,. 4. 
Cap. 7. 

• t An non animumadvertebatls, x habere legione's 

populum Romanum, qua non folum vobis obfiAere, ftd'^ 
ctiam coelum diruerc pofTeni ? 
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fecurity. So ftrange are the accidents and 
occurrences of things ; fo many ways has 
God to humble the pride of man: that if 
he pleafes, when we cry to thefe our com- 
panions to deliver us, the wind (hall carry 
them all away, vanity fhall take them. 
^here is no kingfaved by the multitude of an 
hoji ; a mighty man is not delivered by much 
ftrength. An horfe is a vain thing for fafety^ 
neither JJoall he deliver any by bis great ' 
ftrengthy pfal. xxxiii. 16, 17. 

Moreover, befides all this let us fuppofe, 
that we have all the advantages of fituation 
to boaft of, ftrong-holds and mighty bul- 
warks to fcreen us, the great ocean to en- 
circle us, and proud navies to ftrike terror 
into our enemies : yet how eafy is it to the 
Almighty to level all thefe our honours in 
the duft, to make a path for our enemies 
through the mighty waters, to deliver us 
into their hands, and to fay to us as he did 
to Edom, Jer. xlix. 16. Hoy terriblenefs hath 
deceived thee ^ and the pride of thine hearty O 
thou that dwelleji in the clefts of the rock^ that 
holdeji the height of the hill : thd thoujhoulde/l 
make thy ned as high as the eagle ^ I will bring 
thee down from thence y faith the Lord *. Nay, 

how 

* When the Gauls under Vercingetarix were in arms 
againft Csefar, they had all the advantages of fitoation on 
their fide. He was feparated from them by the moitntains 
of the Cevennes, which ( it being in the depth of winter) 
were covered wjth fnow, fix feet deep ; and over which, 
at that feafon of the y&ar, never human foot had trod. 

This 
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how eafily can he turn all this qut glory 
into fliamc ? And though wc have none 
but enfeqbled, exhaufled, vanquifhed ene« 
mies to oppofe us, yet how eafily can he 
clothe them with vidory, and caufe them 
to lay wafte all our ftrength in the fury of 
battle, and in the pride ot triumph ? Thu? 
by enabling the weak things of the world 
to confound the things which are mighty, 
he can .convince human vanity, that even 
the weaknefs of God is ftrongef than men. 

3 . Let not the rich man glory in bis riches^ 
Riches undoubtedly have their advantages ; 
but they are among tiie laft things, which 
a wife man, or a wife nation, would confide 
or glory in. The riches of a private perfon 

add 

This gave them fuch confidence of their fafety, that they 
were under no appr:heniionof a furprize frooihiin : Quod 
ie Cevennn, ut miiro, munitos exiflimabant, ac ne fingu- 
lari qnidem unqaam homini'eo tempore anni femitse patB« 
crant, C^eTar de Bello Galileo. L. 7. Cap. 8. BacCasfar 
furnK>unted all tliefe difHcuIties, opened a way for his army, 
and fooA convinced them, how vain their confidence had 
been. And does not this remind us of a fimilar fate> whz€l| 
befell the imdern Gauls in the late victory obtained over 
them by the 'brave general Wolfe at Quebec, where Pro- 
vidence fo reniarkably appeared on our iidc ? Could an 
advantageous dtuation, or the fb-ongefl fortifications of art 
and nature have ai!brded any certain fecurity, the French 
had been fecafc. To evince the truth of this, wc need 
only repeat what admiral Saunders fays in his letter to the 
Right Hon. Mr. Secretary Pitt, " When general Wolfe, 
and the troops with him, had landed, the difficulty -of gain- 
ing the top of the hill is fcarce credible : it was Very Iteep 
in its afcent, and high, and had no path where two could 

fo abreaft; but they were oWigcd to pull themfelves up 
y the Ihimps and boughs of trees, that covered the decli^^ 
vity." But God's right hand and holy arip. hath gotteu 
him the vidlory. 
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add no real worth or: excellence to the pof-- 
fefibr: frequently they nourilh had quali- 
ties of mind within him, and are the fource 
of a variety of evils to him. The pbflefiion 
of them is very unftable and uncertain; 
and they often take to thcmfelvcs wings/ 
and fly away, as an eagle towards heaven. 

The wealth and opulence of a natioa 
(whether it is the produd: of fertile lands, 
or the acquifition of commerce) fervcs only 
when employed aright, to procure forces 
for the publick defence ; and therefore can- 
be the objed: of no greater confidence than: 
I have fhewn thofe forces tx) be, which it 
procures. But very generally riches prove 
deftrudivc to national virtue, and corrupt 
the publick morals; they emafculate the 
minds of a people, unbend the nerves of 
their fortitude and courage, and fink them 
into a ftate of luxury and foftnefs ; and 
thus eat out the very finews and ftrength 
of government itfelf. For this^rcafon Ly-%' 
Curgus, the wife law*-givcr of the Spartans: 
confider'd riches as the moft fatal enemy o£ 
a commonwealth ; and taught his people 
to prefer an honourable and virtuous po-f 
verty. And the experience of that people 
afterwards gave tcftimony to the wifdom of 
their admired legiflator. " Whilil Sparta 
Cfays a learned and excellent French au- 
thor ^ ). .remained poor, and perfifted in the 

contempt 

• RolUn on the love of poverty inflituted at Sparta, in* 
Ins ancient hiftory, &c. 
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contempt of gold and filvcr, which con- 
tinued for feveral ages, fhe was powerful 
and glorious ; and the commencement of 
her decline may be dated from the time, 
when fhe began to break through the fevere 
prohibition of Lycurgus againft the ufe of 
gold and filver money." And indeed he 
has fo far the experience of the whole 
world on his (ide, as that all the ancient 
empires of the earth have been deftroyed 
by thofe corruptions, of which their own 
exorbitant wealth and riches have been the 
fource. 

Moreover -, riches have a natural tenden- 
cy, not only to break down the barrier of a 
nation's fecurity by undermining the foun- 
dation of it's moral principles and manners, 
but to raife up and multiply foreign adver- 
faries againft it. The greater are a people's 
riches, the greater is the plunder, to be ra- 
vaged from them, and the ftronger is the 
allurement to an ambitious and greedy ene- 
my to aflault them. What therefore God 
threatens to the Ammonites, whom riches 
and wealth had corrupted, is nothing more 
than was to be expeded in the natural 
/ courfc of things. Wherefore glorie/i thou in 
the vallieSy thy flowing valley^ O backfiiding 
daughter ? that trufted in her treafures^ fay-- 
ingy Who Jhall come unto me? Behold I will 
bring a J ear upon tbeCy faith the hordGod cf 
hoftsy from all thofe that be about thee^ and ye 
J}:>aU be driven out every man right fortb^ and 

^ nom 
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Mne Jhall gather up him that wander ethy Jen 
xlix. 4, y. When a nation therefore, boaft- 
ful of its riches, is thus brought to deftruc* 
tion by them ; how vain does this^ it's glory 
and confidence appear ? How juft the pu- 
nifhment which follows ? And what wife 
fpedator is not ready to contemn and re- 
proach fuch a people, and to fay ; Lo ! this 
is the nation that made not God its ftrength ; 
but trufted in the abundance of its riches, 
and ftrengthened itfclf in its wickednefs ? 

From thefe refleftions then upon wifdom, 
might, and riches, what have we to do, 
but to lift up our hearts in humble ado- 
ration of the almighty and all-righteous pro** 
vidence of God, and devoutly acknowledge, 
that no flefli fhould glory in his prefence ? 

We through the preceding courfe of the 
prefent year have fcen our publick counfels 
conduced with great wifdom and prudence. 
We have feen our armies fpread terror and 
difmay thro' the hofts of our enemies ; and 
gather up the faireft laurels of viftory and 
military glory. We have fcen our fleets 
arrived to that perfe(5tion of ftrength and- 
excellency, as to be the admiration of all 
the nations around us, and the dread and 
fcourge of our enemies in every climate of 
the earth. We have feen our land loaded 
with her treafures'in a rich abundance : the 
weather remarkably favourable during the 
appointed times of harveft : the fun walk- 
ing in his ftrength, almoft without a cloud, 

C one 
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one day, one week after another j and 
(hirting forth upon the ripened grain, as if 
purppfely inftrudted by his glorious Maker 
to lengthen out the feafon for laying up the 
corn in its ftore-houfes 5 and thereby to 
fupply the want of thofe numerous hands, 
which had been called off * to wield the 

• 

weapons of war, from their more delightful 
employment of gathering in the fruits of the 
earth. We have feen the national wealth 
mightily encreafed by many and great ac- 
guifitions from our enemies ; and a prof- 
pcrous commerce perpetually pouring in 
fre(h riches upon us. Amidft this dazzling 
luftre of national wifdom, might, and riches, 
I would hope, we do not lofe fight of the 
great author and fource of all this national 
felicity and glory, the only fupreme objedl 
of our confidence, joy, and gratitude. But 
let human vanity and pride fpeak out. Is 
there no danger of this in our prefent cir- 
cumftances? DcMt.xxxu.i^. yejhurun.wax^ 
ed/afj and kicked 5 then heforjook God which 
made him^ and lightly e [teemed the rock of his 
fahation. To guard ourfelves then againft 
falling into this dangerous -error and impiety, 
let even the appointment of this day inftrudt 
us. The king calls upon us from the 
throne to offer up our folemn thankfgiving 
to God for the wonderful goodnefs of his 
providence towards us : He does this widi 
the advice of his council ; among whom are 

thofe 

* viz. to fcrve in the militia. 
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thofe nobles and great ftatefmen of our lancf, 
to whom under God we owe our publick 
profperity and happinefs. Thefe great per- 
fbnages th'emfelves direct us to conhder 
them but as the minifters of God to us for 
good, the inftrumcnts of his divine and 
gracious providence ; and admonifti us, that 
all our praifes are ultiniately due to that 
fovereign Ruler of the world, who fitteth 
upon the circle of the earth, and the inha- 
bitants thereof are as grafhoppers; who 
ftretcheth out the heavens as a curtain, and 
fpreadeth them out as a tent to dwell in ; 
who bringeth the princes to nothing; 
who maketh the judges of the earth as va- 
nity. But this leads me to obferve, 

• 

Secondly : That our knowledge of God's 
fuprcme and moft righteous providence 
over the World is alone worthy to be 
gloried in by us ; as it is the only 
foundation of our fecurity and hap- 
pinefs. But let bim that glorietb^ glory 
in this 'j that be underjlandeth and know- 
etb me 5 tbat I am tbe Lord which ex- 
ercife loving- kindnefs^ judgment and 
rigbteoufnefs in the earth : for in thefe 
things 1 delight y faith the Lord. 

It cannot but have appeared frorn what 
has been fpoken under the preceeding head 
of difcourfe, that there is no folid founda- 
tion for our hope and truft but in the pro- 

C 2 videncc 
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vidcncc of God. Let us then briefly re* 
colledt the clear and full difcoverics, which 
God has given us, of his being, of his fu-i 
prcme and univerfal government, and of 
his righteous and equal adminiflration of 
aflfairs. 

All nature bears the vifiblc imprefliona 
of his eternal power, wifdom, and good-r 
nefs. All the changes and events, which 
happen around us, loudly declare the ope* 
ration of his fupreme and univerfal provi-s 
dence. The bare profpe<ft of the heavens 
and of the earth unfolds to us fuch a fcene 
of grandeur and magnificence, as fufficient* 
ly difcovers the whole to be the workman- 
Ihip of a being infinitely wife and power- 
ful. The ftrufture, furniture, and beauty 
of thfe great univerfe ; the connedion, de- 
pendance, and mutual influences of all its 
parts J glorioufly reveal the great Creator 
ta all his rational and intelligent offspring. 
So confpicuous are thefe fignatures of his 
hand ;' fo well adapted to all capacities, 
thiat in all ages and in all nations the being 
of a God has been acknowledged for a 
moft certain truth. Thus the pfalmift 
fpeaking of the works of nature, tells us. 
Inhere is nofpeech nor languagCy where their 
voice is not heard. Their line is gone otit thrd 
all the earthy and their words to the end of 
the world. Pfal. xix. 3, 4. 

And as we know that he is the creator 
of all things ; fo witl^ equal certainty wc 

t ' undcrfland 
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undcrftand and know him to be th« Lord, 
to be the fupreme governour of the world, 
to h^vc an abfolute and unlimited domi- 
nion; againft which no fefiftancc can be 
forn^ed, and to which all created might 
muft necelTarily be (ubjeft. God hathjpoken 
once J twice have I beard this (fays the Pfalmift, 
Pf. Ixii: II.) that power belongeth unto God^ 
As if he had faid, of this we have the 
higheft poffible proof and certainty-; that 
power, origiaal, uncontroulable power is 
the fole property of God; that he is the 
only fource and fountain ©f all power. 
And certainly he, that created all beings, 
and gave them their refpedlive capacities 
and powers, muft himfelf poflefs an abfo- 
lute dominion over the works of his own 
hands ; muft be capable of refuming thefe 
his own gifts at his pleafure, or of reftrain- 
ing and limiting the exercife of them, in 
what manner he fees fit. Confequently, 
no force can be employed in oppofition tp - 
him ; no power can be exerted, but midcr 
his influence and by his afliftance. ^hiney 
O Lordy istbegreatnejsy and the power y and 
the glory y and the victory y and the majefty : 
for all that is in the heaveny and in the earthy 
is thine : thine ij the kingdonty Lordy a?td 
thou art exalted as head above all. Both 
riches and honour come of theey and thou 
reigneji over all ; and in thine hand is power 
and might ; and in thine hand it is to make 
^reaty and to give fir ^ngth unto all, i Chron. 

xxix. 

A 
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?xix. vr, II. Amoitg the Gods there is none 
tike unto thee^ O Lord-, neither are there 
any works like unto thy works. jUl nations 
whom thou haft made, jhall come and worjhip 
before thee, Lord ; and Jhall glorify thy 
name. 'For thou art greats and doefl won^ 
derous things \ thou art God alone.. Pfalm 
Ixxxvi. 8, 9, lo. 

In the very nature of things then the 
dominion of God is unrivalled and refift- 
kfs. And if we fearch into the hiftories of 
nations and empires 5 we (hall on infinite 
occafions difcern the great ruler of the 
world, in the moft unbounded and unre- 
ftrained cxercife of this his tmiverfal domi-* 
nion, bringing about events, and dctermin-* 
ing the copfcquences of thofe events, \xi 
fpite of all the wifdom and policy, the 
plight and ftrength . of mortal men. To 
mention but one inftance, which, fcripture 
affords us, the taking of ancient Babylon 
by the Medes and Perfians. This city was 
the feat of the vaft AfTyrian empire \ was 
famous throughout the Eaft fpr knowledge, 
wifdom, and learning j boafted of its magi 
and aftrologers, who confidently predifted 
eternal profpcrity and glory to it \ its gates 
were of brais ; its walls, by their height 
and ftrength, were impregnable againft any. 
force, which could be brought againft it, 
with a mighty army to defend them : and 
when Cyrus undertook the fiege, its in- . 
habitants were fupplied with provifions for 

no 
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lao lefs thin twenty years. . So that it is not 
fufficient to fay, that at this time, when 
this event was prcdided, the accompliih- 
ment of it was in the higheft degree im-^ 
probab e ; but even, when the enemy ap- 
peared before it, the befieged were fo little 
intimidated, fo confident and fecure, that 
they regarded the attempt with fcorn, nor 
even fufFered themfelves to be interrupted 
by it in the purfuit of any of their pleafures 
or debaucheries : and Cyrus himfelf de- . 
{paired of fucceeding by any open attack. 
See now, how the almighty hand of God 
led and conduced him. He diverted the 
courfe of the great river Euphrates, and by- 
its channel entered and furprized the city ; 
whilft the king and nobles of Babylon 
were drowned in feftivity and drunken- 
nefs. But obferve farther the all-difpofing 
providence of God, in determining the 
future confequences of things. By the 
fame event, by the fame inftrument, which 
brought »ruin and deftrufiiou upon this 
mighty empire, God raifes up the Jews ; 
a wretched, defpifed, enflaved people j held 
in miferable captivity and bondage at Ba- 
bylon : reftores them to their native land : 
and eftablifhes them a refpcdtable and prof- 
perous nation* What a wonderful inftance 
is this of the almighty power of God? 
And how exaftly does he fulfil what he 
had promifed to the Jews. Thus faith the 
Lord thy redeemer^ and be that formed thee 

from 
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fnm the womb ; / am the Lor J thai fnak&th 
all i hi figs y that Jlretcbeth forth the bem)ens 
alone y that Jpreadetb abroad the eUrlb by my- 

felf: Tihat fruftratetb the tokens of the liars i 
and maketh diviners mad (alluding to the 
A>H^ vain jptotdictflilg of the aftrologcrs) that tUrn^ 
etb 'wije men bacbwardj and maketh their 
knowledge JooliJIi : That coniirmetb the word 
of his Jervantj and performeth the counfel of 
his mef[engert\ that faith to ferufalem^ T^hou 

fbak be inhabited *y and to the citiei ofjtidahf 
Te /hall be builty and I will raife up the de^ 
cayed places thereof-. That faith to the deep 
(to the Euphrates) be dry, and I will dfy up 
thy rivers : That Jaith of Cyrus, He is my 

fl:epherdy and Jhall perform all my pleafure^ 
even faying to Jerufalem, Thou fhalt be built % 
and to the temple. Thy foundation Jhall be laid* 
Ifaiah xliv. 24 — 28. 

Moreover; as we thus know him to be 
the Lord ; fo no Icfs certain are we, that 
he excrcifcth loving- kindnefs, judgment 
and righteoufnefe in the earth; and that 
in thefe things he delightelh. He is the 
author of being ; the giver of life; the 
Iburcc of all that happinefs, which we 
and all our fellow- creatures enjoy; he 
opens his hand and fills us with good; 
he caufeth the fun to know his rlfing 
and going down ; he gives rain fi'om 
heaven ' and fruitful feafons, and fills our 
heart with food and gladnefs ; he Ipads 
the earth with plenty, and crowns the 

year 
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year with goodnefs. Every thing about U3 
difplays his univerfal benevolence, and pro- 
claims his afFedtion towards ^11. What, 
ftronger affurance then can we have, that 
in his government of the world hje will, as 
the common parent of all, without refpeft 
q{ pcrlbns acft towards all with lenity, equi- 
ty, and righteoufnefs ? Pfal. xxxiii. 4, 5, 10, 
11,11. Hbe word of the Lord is fight^ and 
all his works are done in truth. He lovetb 
righteoufnefs and judgment ; the earth is full 
of the goodnefs of the Lord. T!he Lord bring-- 
eth the counfel of the heathen td nought ; he 
tnaketh the devices of the people of none effetfi 
The counfel of the Lord fandetb for ever^ thi 
thoughts of his heart to all generations. Blef 
fed is the nation whofe God is the Lord^ and 
the people whom be bath chofenfor bis own in-* 
beritance. 

Thus then we know that the affairs of 
the world are in the hands of an infinitely 
righteous and good Being : and it is infi-^ 
flitely happy for us to be affured of this joy-* 
ful truth ; fince from hence we derive the 
firmeft affurance of poffeffing every private 
and publick bleffing in that meafure and de- 
gree, which to infinite wifdom and infinite 
•goodnefs fecms convenient for us. In thd 
knowledge therefore of this truth, and in 
that only, every man will glory and tri- 
umph, Pfal. xcvii. I. T^be Lord reigneth^ let 
the earth rejoice 5 let the multitude of ifes be 
glad thereof 

D Thus 
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TKuJ have I finifhed what I propofed 
from the text; and will now apply the fub- 
jc& to the occafion of this day. 

J . Let us be ever thankful to God for his 
marvellous goodnefs towards our native 
country. Pfal. xlviii. 1 1 — 14. Let mount Zion 
rejoice^ let the daughters of Judab be glad^ 
becaufe of thy judgments. Walk about ZioUj 
and go round about her ; tell the towers there-^ 
of. Mark ye well her bulwarks^ confider her 
palaces ; that ye may tell it to the generation 
following. For this God is our God for ever 
and ever. Carefully furvey that ftate of fc- 
(:urity, glory, and triumph> to which God 
hath raifed our native country. But lot us 
remember, that it is he who hath done thofc 
great things for us; that without him all 
our flrengi^ and courage, all our buiwarksy 
armies, and fleets; all our wealth and riches 
are things of nought. Of this he has given 
us the nloft convincing proofs through the 
courfe of this war. At the commencement 
of it, when our ftrength was entire and un* 
broken ; before any of our valuable blood 
had been ihed ; or any of our riches had 
been exhaufted : With what fliame and dif- 
honour did our fleet return from the Medi- 
terranean fea, and Minorca fall into the e- 
nemies hands. What various defeats did 
we receive ; what lavage cruelties did wc 
fufFer from the hands of our enemies in 
the wild defarts of America ? What difu- 
xiion of our counfels^ and murmuring a- 
|. mong 
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mong our people at home ? Who hath re- 
paired thofe breaches ? Whd hath given u- 
nion, wifdom, fteadinefs, and vigour to our 
counfels? Who hath ftrerigthened the hands 
of our fjoldiers, and brought back vidlory 
to them in the day of battle ? Again i what 
mighty powers of the earth have been en- 
gaged againft us ? How inconfiderable the 
troops of us and of our allies, when fet in 
comparifon ? But who hath poui^ed confu- 
fion upon their meafurcs ? Who hath turn- 
ed their wife men backward ? Who hath 
withheld flcill and ability from their gene- 
rals ? Who hath caufed their fuperior num- 
bers to flee away before our conquering 
fword ? Is it not the Lord, who can enable 
one to purfue a thoufand, and two to put 
ten thoufand to flight ? Let us then fay, 
Pfal. Ixxvi. 3, J — 12. ^Tbere brake he the 
arrows of the bowy the flji^fdy and the fword ^ 
and the battled The fiout hearted arejpoiledy 
they have Jlept their Jleep 5 and none of the 
men of might have jound their hands. At 
thy rebuke y God of Jacobs both the chariot 
and horfe are cafi into a deep fleep. Thou^ 
even thou, art to be feared: and who may 
ft and in thy ftght when once thou art angry ? 
Thou didfi caufe judgment to be heard from 
heaven \ the earth feof^ed^ and was fiilL When 
God aroje to judgment ^ tofave all the meek of 
the earth. Surely the wrath of man fhall 
praife thee j the remainder oj wrath ft^alt thou 
refrain. Vow and pay unto the Lord '^our 

D 1 God^, 
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GoJy let all that be round about him brtnr 
prefents unto bim that ought to be feared. He 
jl^all cut offthejpirit of princes \ he is terribU 
to the kings of the earth. 

2. Gratitude to the bell of kings fliould 
ftill enpreafe our thankfulnefs to God for 
the blcflings received. God exercifeth lo- 
Ving-kindnefs, judgment and righteoufnefs 
in the earth ; he delighteth in thefe things, 
and in thofe who imitate him herein. One 
might be alnioft tempted to conclude fron> 
hence, that God has blefled our monarch 
with fuch. an extraordinary length of days, 
and in the time of his old age crowned his 
arms with fuch fignal fucceffes; as if on 
purpofe to honour and reward him in the 
moll open manner for that juftice and righ- 
teoufnefs, mildnefs and clemency which he 
has exercifed in his government over us. 
Through the long courfe of his reign, how 
fteadily has he purfued the. true intercfl and 
happincfs of his fubjefts ? No inflance of 
oppreflion, violence or cruelty from his 
hands have ever flained his annals. The 
facrcd rights of publick liberty have been 
inviolably preferved. The properties of mca 
guarded by the free, uninterrupted , admi-r 
niftration of equal laws : All tyranny over 
the confciences of men, and pcrfecutibn on 
account of religion, difcountenanced and 
reprtlTed. He hath judged the people with 
righteoufnefs, and the poor with judgment^ 
The rppuinains have brought peape to the 

people?. 
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people, and the little hills, by righteoiifnefs; 
He hath judged the poor of the people, he 
hath faved the children of the needy, he 
hath broken in pieces the oppreflbr. Equity 
and mildnefs have been the diftinguifhing 
excellencies of his government. This is a 
glorious, but it is a true defcription of his! 
reign. And fliall we not rejoice in the ho- 
nours and rewards, which God has con- 
ferred upon him ? Let us then with united 
hearts and voices give thanks, and fay, 
Pfal. xxi. 3, 4, 5, 13. Tbou prefenteft him A^i-g^^^ 
with the bleffings of goodnefs ; ' tpou fetteft a 
cronjon of pure gold on his head. He ajked life 
of thee^ and thou gaveli it hiniy even length of 
days for ever and ever. His glory is great in 
thy falvation ; honour and majefly haft thou 
laid upon him. Be thou exalted^ O Lord^ in 
thine ownftrength : fo will we fing and praifi 
thy power. 

3. We ought, by every becoming ex- 
preflion of gratitude and refped:, to do hoV 
nour to thofe, whom God has m^de the 
inftruments of his good providence towards 
us. What greater obligation can we be 
under ? What higher debt of gratitude can 
we owe to any of our fellow-creatures, tha|i 
to thofe who employ their time, devote their 
abilities, expofe themfelves to fatigues, \o 
dangers, and to death ; in order to guard 
the publick fafety, to fecure us and our 
properties from the ravages of our mercilefs 
f neraies, and to preferve peace and quiet 

within 




[30] 

v^ithin our borders ? When we fee a gene-? 
ral engaged in an enterprize, the execution 
of which, he himfelf lees, will be attended 
with the mod alarming dangers ; yet calm- 
ly determining to rifk all for his country * : 
When we fee him bleeding with wounds ; 
yet continuing with a ftcady intrepidity to 
lead on his troops againft the common ene- 
my : When we fee him juft expiring ; yet 
rpjoicing in death at the fignal fervice, which 
he had done his country : What heart docs 
npt feel the warmeft affe'ftion and gratitude 
to his memory rj- ? When we fee others re- 
turning from conqueft and vid:ory, in fight 
of their native fjipre, jufl: ready to find reft 
from their toils^ and to receive the congra- 
tulatioas of their feljow-fuhjeds ; yet on a 
frefli alarm, unafked, of their own volun- 
tary choice, returning tp fcenes of flaugh- 
ter and of death ^ • Surely we cannot be 
too grateful to fuch men. Gpd has honour- 
ed them by infpiring them with fuch exalt- 
ed minds, and by making them the inftru- 
ments of his wonderful goodneis towards 
us ; and we ought to honour then^. 

4. Lafily: Let us fhew mercy to the 
poor \ and particularly, on the prcfcnt oc-r 

c^lion, 

. * See the late general Wolfe's letter to thq Right Hqn. 
Mr. Secretary Pitt. 

+ wk^^^ particulars are related of the late general Wolfe. 

X When admiral Saunders, and general Townfhend, 
were entered the channel, on their return from Quebec ; 
being informed of the failing of the Breft fleet, they altered 
their courfc, and failed to join Sir Edward Hawkc. 
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cafion, let us chcarfuUy bcftow our alms. 
I (hall at prefent ufe no other argument 
with you than this, that a faithful diA 
charge of the amiable offices of humanity 
and goodncfs is the moft certain method of 
procuring the favour and protedtion of di- 
vine providence ; and, of confequence, this 
will be the beft fecurity of national prof- 
. pcfity and glory. Perhaps that noble fbirit 
difcovered in our publick charities (and 
which of late has been carried to that pitch 
of gencrofity and goodnefs, as even to re- 
lieve our enemies, the unhappy French 
prifoners) may be one great rcafon of our 
prefent national glory. Certain it is that 
the prophet Ifaiah, fpeaking in the name 
of God himfelf, urges the difchargc of 
thofe duties upon the Jewifh nation from 
this confideration. Tbenjhall thy light break 
Jcrtb as the mornings and thine health jhall 
Spring forth fpeedtly ; and thy righteoufnefi 
Jhall go before thee^ the glory of the Lord 
Jhall he thy rereward. Ifaiah Iviii. 8« 
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